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DISCOURSE L 



THE RIGHTEOUS DELIVERED^ 



GENESIS XIX. 29. 

jind if came to pafs^ when God dejiroyed the cities 
of the plain, that God remembered Abraham, and 
fent Lot out of the midjl of the overthrow^ when 
be overthrew the cities in which Lot dwelt. 

I^XTRAORDINARY interpofitions disc. 
•*— ' of Providence demand extraordinary ^* 
attention. If God fpeaks, it is but rea- 
fonable that man fhould hear. And when 
he executed the vengeance to which the 
text referreth, he certainly fpake, in an 
audible voice, to the hopes and fears of all 
the dwellers upon earth. By the deliver- 
ance vouchfafed to his righteous fervant, 
he encouraged the hopes of fuch as, like 
V0L4 ir. A him. 



Z ^he Righteous Delivered. 

DISC, him, preferved their integrity in the midft 
^' of a crooked and perverfe generation : 
while, by the unparalleled deftrudion of 
the cities of the plain, he alarmed the 
fears of thofe who refcmbled them in im- 
piety and iniquity. And although fo many 
hundred years have pafTed, fince that afto- 
nifliing cataftrophe took place, yet the 
hiftory fhould anfwer the fame purpofb 
now, that the event itfelf was defigned 
to do then. No time can deftroy the effi- 
cacy of this falutary medicine for the dif- 
orders of the world. Virtue and vice are 
not changeable things ; they continue ftill 
the fame ; and there is no alteration in the 
divine decrees concerning them. Sooner 
or later, in this life or the next, a deliver- 
ance fimilar to that of Lot will be granted 
to the righteous ; a deftruftion correfpon- 
dent to that of Sodom will be the por- 
tion of the wicked. For, as St. Peter ar- 
gues on the fubjedt, ** If God, turning 
^* the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into 
*' a(hes, condemned them with an over- 
*^ throw, making them an example to thofe 

** that 
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** that after (hould live ungodly, and deli- disc, 
** vered juft Lot, vexed with the filthy * 



** converfation of the wicked — the Lord 
** knoweth how to deliver the godly out 
** of temptations, and to referve the un- 
** juft unto the day of judgment to be pu- 
'' nifhed •/' 

It is with the utmoft propriety, there- 
fore, that the church, in the courfe of her 
proper leflbns, openeth the prefent feafon 
of humiliation with a difplay of fo awful 
and afieifting a fcene of mercy and judg- 
ment; that the finner may know how 
terrible is the wrath of an incenfed God, 
and the penitent be taught the way to 
efcape it. 

In conformity to fo judicious an appoint- 
ment, it is propofed, in the following dif- 
courfe, to take a view of the whole narra- 
tive, iUuftrating the feveral parts of it with 
iuch obfervations and refledions as, it may 
be prcfumed, the church intended we fhould 

• 2 Pet. ii. 6. 

A 2 make 



I. 



^he Righteous Delhered. 

DISC, make upon it, with an eye to the great 
dodtrine of repentance^ at this time more 
efpecially to be recommended and incul- 
cated* 

In the preceding chapter, the eighteenth 
of Genefis, we find the holy patriarch 
Abraham interceding with Jehovah for fin- 
fuL Sodom. And we find (fuch is the 
amazing extent of divine mercy) that had 
there been only ten righteous perfons in 
the city) the reft would have been fpared 
for their fakes. But univerfal corruption 
brings on univerfal deftrudion, and Abra- 
ham himfelf can intercede no longer. " The 
** Lord left communing with Abraham, 
** and Abraham returned to his place." 

Our blefled Lord, in whofe name Abra- 
ham, as a prophet, and as the father of 
the faithful, interceded for Sodom, inter- 
cedes, in like manner, for the world, which, 
notwithftanding the wickednefs of it's in- 
habitants in general, is continued in being, 
on account of the righteous it contains, 

and 



J'he Righteous Delivered. 



and the execution of God's counfels con- disc. 

I. 



cerning his church. When the faithful 
ihall be " miniflied from among the chil- 
** dren of men," when unbelief and dif- 
obedience ihall have overfpread the earth, 
the interceffion of Chrift will alfo be at an 
end, and vengeance will be poured out on 
the world of the ungodly.. Then he, who 
now " maketh interceffion for finners," 
will no more ** offer their offerings, or 
** take up their names into his lips." Then, 
that which alone hath fo long flood be- 
tween an angry God and a guilty world, 
(hall ceafe to do fo, and a deluge of fiery 
indignation will iflue from the prefence of 
the Lord, to devour the whole earth ; even 
as the waters of the fea once brake forth, 
and deftroyed all flefli, upon the removal 
of thofe bars and doors appointed by the 
Almighty to confine them within their 
channel. Let every man, therefore, be di- 
ligent to fecure a part in the benefits of 
that gracious interceffion, which is one 
day to have an end. Behold ** the great 
^' High Priell of our profeffion" ftanding 

A 3 before 



6 ^be Righteous Delivered. 

DISC, before the altar in heaven, with his golden 
* cenfcr in his hand, ready to offer up the 
prayers of his fervants, with the fweet iA- 
cenfe of his own merits, to make them 
accepted with the Father. Now, then, 
let prayer afcend from earth to heaven, to 
glorify God, and pardon will defcend from 
heaven to earth, to blefs mankind — as we 
read in the epiftle for the day — " Now is 
** the accepted time, now is the day of 
** falvation." 

The deftrudtion of Sodom being thus 
determined. Lot was to be firft called out 
of it. Accordingly, " There came two 
** angels to Sodom," on the evening be- 
fore the dreadful fentence was put in exe- 
cution; ** and Lot fate in the gate of 
« Sodom/' 

Happy were the days, when celeftial vi- 
fitants thus deigned to defcend, and con- 
verfe with men, ** as a man converfeth 
" with his friend/' But, furely, we have 
no reafon to complain of any partiality 

fhewn. 
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fhewn, in this refped;, to our fathers ; we, disc 
to whom God hath been manifeftcd, not * 
under a fimOitude, or temporary appear- 
ance^ but verfly and indeed, in a body of 
our flefh, no more to be depofited, or laid 
afide^ but actually taken up into heaven 
with him; we, to whom the word of 
life hath been fent by the hand of fuch a 
meflenger, the " angel of the covenant ^ ;' 
we, to whom this comfortable promife 
hath been made by the mouth of truth 
itfelf : " If a man love me, my Father 
•* will love him, and we will come, and 
" make our abode with him ^" By his 
Word, and by his Spirit, Chrift continually 
vifiteth his people, and dwelleth in the 
hearts of the faithfuh BlefTed is the man, 
who ** fitteth at the gate of Sodom," ready 
to arife and depart out of a wicked world, 
at the moment when his Lord fhall call 
him hence. He fhall be vifited with the 
vifitation of the Almighty, inftruded in 
the counfels of heaven, and delivered in 
the day of vengeance. 

^ Mai. iii. I. « John xiv. 23. 

A 4 Upon 
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DISC. Upon the light of his divine guefts, 
^' ** Lot rofe up to meet them, and he bow- 
'* ed himfelf with his face toward the 
** ground ; and he faid. Behold now, my 
** Lords, turn in, I pray . you, into your 
** fervant's houfe, and tarry all night, and 
'* wafh your feet, and ye fhall rife up early, 
•* and go on your ways. And they faid, 
** Nay, but we will abide in the ftreet all 
** night. And he prefTed upon them greatly, 
** and they turned in unto him, and entered 
•' into his houfe : and he made them a 

** feaft, and did bake unleavened bread, 
** and they did eat/' 

The admonition of the Apoftle, ground- 
ed upon this occurrence, naturally offers 
itfelf ; ** Be not forgetful to entertain ftran- 
'* gers, for thereby fome have entertained 
** angels unawares ^'' It may be added, 
, thereby Chriftians entertain their Re- 

deemer, who, for their fakes, was once a 
» Jiranger upon the earth, and who therefore 
regards hofpitality fliewn to ftrangers on 

* fjeb. xiii. 3. 

his 
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his account, as fhewn to himfelf, ** I was disc. 

** a ftranger, and ye took me in ; for inaf- ^ 

** much as ye did it to the leaft of thefe 
** my brethren, ye did it unto me*." 

Inftrudted moreover by this example of 
Lot, when we have the honour, like him, 
to entertain heavenly guefts, who prefent 
themfelves to us by means of the word 
and facramentS, in the church> let us in- 
ftantly ** arife,*' in heart and mind, *• to 
•' meet them," laying afide, for a time, 
all worldly bufinefs, and forgetting thofe 
things that are behind. Let us bow our- 
" felves with our faces toward the ground," 
in humble and fervent prayer, faying, in 
the words of holy David, " Remember 
" us, O Lord, with the favour that thou 
** beareft unto thy people; O vifit us with 
" thy falvation ^" ** Turn into the houfe 
'* of thy fervants, and tarry with us." At 
firft, perhaps, our prayers may feem not 
to be heard, as the angels faid, they would 
^' abide in the ftreet all night," and as 

• Mfitth. XXV. 35, j^o. ' Pf. cvi. 4. 

Chrift, 
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DISC. Chrift, when invited by the two diiciplcs 
^* at Emmaus, " made as though he would 
"have gone farther*." But all this is 
done with the fame intent that our Lord 
fpake the parable of the poor widow and 
the unjuft judge, to teach us, that ** men 
** ought always to pray, and not to faint**.'* 
By delaying the return of our prayers, God 
defigns to try our love and train us to per- 
feverance, not to reje<ft our petitions, and 
to hide his face from us for ever. Wten 
Lot earneftly preffed the angels, they went 
in and tarried with him j and the two dif- 
ciples conjirained Jefus Jo go in and fup 
with them. Faint hearts and feeble hands 
obtain not the kingdom of heaven, which 
*' fuffereth violence," and muft be taken 
by " an holy force." The ** unleavened 
'* bread of fincerity and truth" is the feaft 
which our Lord exped:eth, when he is 
pleafed to come and dwell in our hearts. 
" No leaven" of hypocrify, deceit, and 
fraud, jQiould then be ** found in our 
" houfes." 

» Luke xjciv. 28. ^ Luke xvii. i. 

No 
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No fooner had Lot received and lodged disc. 



his divine guefts, but he fufFered perfecu- 

tion on their account. And although he 

went out and fpake with all the mildnefs 

imaginable to the wretches that ^^ com- 

** pafled the houfe about, old and young, 

** from every quarter — I pray you, bre- 

'^ thren, do not fo wickedly ; to thefe men 

^* do nothing ; for therefore came they. 

*^ under the fhadow of my roof;" what 

was the return made to this reafonable re- 

quedO:, worded in the moft humble and 

fubmiflive terms ? — *^ Stand back. This 

" fellow came in to fojourn, and he will 

** needs be a judge. Now will we deal 

" worfe with thee than with them. And 

"they prefled fore upon the man, even 

" Lot, and came near to break the door. 

^^ But the men put forth their hand, and 

" pulled Lot into the houfe to them, and 

" Ihut the door. And they fmote the men 

" that were at the door of the houfe with 

" bHndnefs, both fmall and great j fo that 

"they wearied thcmfelves to find the 

"door." 

Truth 



I. 
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DISC. Truth and righteoufnefs are guefts that 
^' often bring thofe; who entertain them into 
trouble; and our Lord himfelf tells us, 
that, in one knk^ he came *^ not to fend 
" peace on earth, but a fword/* At his 
birth, " Herod was troubled, and all Je- 
" rufalem with him." Wherever the Gof- 
pel was preached, it produced a commo- 
tion among thofe who could not bear the 
luftre of it's beams, and " hated the light, 
*^ becaufe their deeds were evil." The 
world oppofed it's Redeemer, when he 
** teftified concerning it, that it's deeds were 
" evil." Lot had lived too long in Sodom, 
and knew too much of it's inhabitants, to 
defire the office of a judge among them, 
or any farther connexion with them, than 
was neceflary. But his righteous example 
condemned their wicked nefs ; and that cir- 
cumftance provoked them more than if 
he had really ufurped the government. It 
was charged, likewife, upon our Saviour, 
though the meekeft and lowlieft of cha- 
radlers, that he " made himfelf a king," 
and endeavoured to fupplant the authority 

of 
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of Caefar. And for that crime, if we be- d isc, 
lieve the fuperfcription on the crofs, he * 
was executed. But the true caufe both of 
the accufation and execution was no other 
than this, that, by dod:rine and example, 
he detedted and expofed a fet of the vileft 
hypocrites the earth ever bore. Nor let 
the difciple of Chrift vainly imagine, that 
the moft inoffenfive carriage, framed by 
the rules of Chriftian prudence, and actuat- 
ed in all points by the fpirit of meeknefs 
and charity, will prevent him from being 
fometimes accufed of defigns, to which 
his foul is an utter ft ranger. Would he 
efcape the cenfures of the world? He 
muft ceafe to convidl it of fm and error ; 
he muft conform to all it's ways, and pace * 
quietly in it's trammels ; a condudl, which, 
as they well know who tempt him to 
adopt it, will foon deprive him of all au- 
thority and ability to do his heavenly Maf- 
tcr fervice, and promote his religion among 
men. So far, therefore, let him imitate 
I the example of Lot, as to part with any 
' thing, rather than fufFer violence to be 

done 
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i> I s c. d(M^ to Kis divine gucfts. Let him guarA. 
^* bis faith and his confcience, and truft 



for every thing elfe. He who preferVeA 
Lot, and fmote his adverfaries with blind — 
nefs, can fave them that love him in everjr 
age, and fecure them under the wings of 
his Providence, until the tyranny of the 
wicked be overpaft ; while the ungodly 
that trouble them, blind to their eternal 
intereft, find not the gate of heaven, and 
come not into the dwellings of the righ- 
teous ; but falling from one wickednefs to 
another, and filling up the meafure of their 
enormities, perifh, at the laft, from the 
prefence of the Lord, and from the glory 
of his power, when *' he cometh to judge 
^** the world in rightcoufnefs.'* 

Lot, being thus preferved from the ma- 
lice of his enemies, is now informed con- 
cerning the decrees of heaven. ** The 
** men faid unto Lot, Haft, thou here any 
** befides ? Son-in-law, and thy fons, and 
" thy daughters^ and whatfoever thou haft 
" in the city, bring them out of this place. 

^* For 
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" For we will deftroy this place, becaufe disc, 

" the cry of them is waxen great before !_ 

" the face of the Lord, and the Lord hath 
"fent us to deftroy it." How alarming 
this intelligence ! No farther refpitc al- 
lowed ; inftant dcftrudion determined ; the 
day of grace expiring, and a ftormy night 
about to jfiicceed it ! He who would not 
perifli, muft leave all, and efcape for his 
life! 

But are ^' the cities of the plain" only 
concerned here ? Or is not this written for 
our lakes ? For our fakes, no doubt, it i$ 
written ; fince the Scriptures of truth, and, 
from them, the minifters and meflengers 
of God, give us the fame information, re- 
lative to the world in which we dwell, 
namely, that ** the Lord will deftroy this 
•* place,'* and will " purge away the ini- 
"quity thereof with the fpirit of judg- 
^* ment, and with the fpirit of burning/' 
For — ** Behold the Lord cometh out of 
" his place, to vifit the wickednefs of fuch 
" as dwell upon the earth. But who may 

^' abide 
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D I s c. «« abide the day of his coming ? Wh^ 
* ** (hall be able to ftand when he appear - 
" eth ? His fan is in his hand, and 1^- 
^* will thoroughly purge his floor, and ga^ 
^' ther his wheat into the barn ; but he wl3 
** burn the chaff with unquenchable fire 
^' The day of the Lord cometh as a thieJ 
" in the night ; and when men fhall fay, 
** Peace, and all things are fafe, then fhali 
*' fudden deftrudtion come upon them, as 
*^ fbrrow cometh upon a woman travailing 
** with child, and they fhall not efcape* 
*' Then fhall appear the wrath of God in 
•* the day of vengeance, which obflinate 
" finners, through the flubbornnefs of their 
hearts, have heaped unto themfelves, who 
defpifed the goodnefs, patience, and long 
" fufferance of God, when he called them 
** continually to repentance. Then fhall 
^* it be too late to knock, when the door 
*' fhall be fhut ; and too late to cry for 
mercy, when it is the time of juflice. 
O terrible voice of mofl jufl judgmenti^ 
which fhall be pronounced upon them, 
** when it fhall be faid unto them. Go, ye 

*^ curfed. 
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**t:urfed, into everlafting fire, prepared for disc, 

" the devil and his angels ^" Such, there- 1_ 

fore, being the meflage delivered to man- 
kind, may it not be faid to every one of 
them — " Haft thou here any befides ? 
" Son-in-law, and thy fons, and thy daugh- 
"ters, and whatfoever thou haft, bring 
" thfim out of this place 5" endeavour to 
withdraw their afFedtions from a world 
doomed to ruin, and take them to heaven 
with thee. In a word, give all thy re- 
lations, thy friends, and thine acquaint- 
ance, the warning which is given thee. 

The injundion received by Lot from 
the divine perfons was immediately obey- 
ed. " He went out unto his fbns-in-law, 
" faying. Up, get ye out of this place, for 
" the Lord will deftroy this city. But he 
" feemed as one that mocked unto his 
^* fons-in-law." A denunciation of ap- 
proaching deftruiftion, in the midft of peace 
and fecurity, appeared fo very extraordi- 
nary to them, that they could not bring 

* Exhortation in the Commination Office, 

VOL. II. B themfelves 
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DISC, themfelves to believe It poflible, their fa— 
' * ther-iri-kw fhould be in earneft. They^ 
looked around them, and faw no fymptomsB 
of impending ruin. The city wore it*s ac— 
cuftomed face of gaiety and pleafure. Nca 
alteration was to be obferved in the hea — 
vens above, or in the earth beneath. Andl 
that the knowlege of an event fo important 
fhould be hidden from the rich and the 
great, the wife and prudent, and revealed 
only to one perfoil, a fojourner amongft 
them — How could thefe things be ? 

They who have gazed on earthly glo- 
ries, till they are grown giddy; to whom 
want and mifery are known only by their 
* names ; who make every day a day of ful- 
nefs and indulgence^ fitting down to eat, 
and to drink, and rifing up to play ; fuch 
find no fmall difficulty in believing, that a 
world, fo delightfiil as they think this to 
be, fhall fhortly be burnt up, and all it's 
beauties wither in a moment. They fee 
that ^' all things continue as they were 
" from the beginning \" and are therefore 

ready 
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ready to fay, ** Where is the promife of disc, 

his coming^!" In the polite circle of *_ 

their acquaintance they hear nothing of 
this kind mentioned i it is foretold only 
by a few defpifed priefts ; and as to what 
tkfe fay concerning the wickednefs of 
men, and the judgments of God, philofo- 
phers place it to the account oi fuperjiition^ 
if they are Papifts ; enthujiafm^ if they are 
Proteftants. Thus it is that finners de- 
ceive, or fuiFer thcmfelves to be deceived, 
till the deftrudlion predicted, falling upon 
them, demonftrates, when, alas ! it is too 
late for them to profit by the demonftra- 
tbn, the fallacy of their reafonings, or ra- 
ther, the vanity of their imaginations. 
For, furely, did not thefe priefts ** feem as 
** they who mock," when they declare 
what the facred writings authorize thena to 
declare upon the .fubjedt, it could not be, 
but their words muft have more effed: upon 
the minds and manners of men, than they 
are generally found to have. The intem- 
perate perfon who heard them, would be- 



^ 2 Pet. iii. 4. 
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DISC, come temperate; the impure, pure; the 
* avaricious, liberal ; the turbulent, peace- 
able ; the calumniator, charitable ; the 
proud, humble ; the envious, loving ; the 
liar, a fpeaker of truth. Should the Judge 
of the world appear in the clouds, this 
would be the cafe. And as faith is *' the 
" evidence of things not feen," rendering 
them prefent, and fetting them before us, 
a right belief in that article of the creed, 
which relates to the appearance of our 
Judge, would operate like his actual pre- 
fence. ** All men have not faith," and 
therefore all men do not " work righteouf- 
" nefs." But '* whether they hear or whe- 
*' ther they forbear," Lot is to deliver the 
divine meffage to his fons-in-law; the 
watchman is to blow the trumpet in Sion ; 
.and every Chriftian is to exhort his bro* 
ther; after which, the matter mufl be 
committed to other hands. 

The day now dawned, which was the 

laft the men of Sodom were ever to be- 

, hold, ** When the morning arofe, the 

*' angels 
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*• angels haftened Lot, faying, Arife, take i>isc. 
** thy wife, and thy two daughters which 
*^ are here, Jeft thou be confumed in the 
" iniquity of the city." 

Let us paraphrafe this admonition of the 
angels, and fuppofe it addrefled by the mi- 
nifters of God to the finner, at this peni- 
tential fealbn — Arife, O^ man, repent, and 
be converted ; break off thy fins, and efcape 
from the pollutions of the world, while 
thy God calls thee, and allows thee time 
fo to do. Perhaps the day hath dawned, 
which is to be thy laft, and the deftroying 
angel is even now come forth, with his 
fword drawn, to cut thee off from the 
land of the living, and confign thee to thy 
portion in the unknown region of feparate 
fpirits, waiting, either with joyful hope, 
or infuppor table amazement, for the reve- 
lation of the day of God. Arife, therefore, 
and come aw^y. 

It is obfervable, that Lot himfelf, though 
he fully believed there (hould be a per- 

B 3 formance 
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DISC, fbrmance of thofe things that were tolJ 
' him, yet made not that hafte to get out 08 
Sodom, which the cafe required. F03 
** While he lingered, the men laid hole 
** upon his hand, and upon the hand c^ 
** his two daughters, the Lord being mer- 
^^ ciful to him : and they brought him forth j 
** and fet him without the city." 

How apt is the finner to linger, and to 
defer his repentance ! How often is God 
forced, as it were, to arreft him, by fick- 
nefs, or fome grievous calamity, and fo to 
drag him from perdition ! And O how 
merciful is the Lord to that man whom, 
by any means, however painful and afflid:* 
ing, he bringeth forth into fafety, and 
♦' fetteth him without the city !" Let fuch 
an one hear the voice of his gracious Deli- 
verer faying to him in the perfon of Lot, 
** Efcape for thy life \ look not behind 
*^ thee, neither ftay thou in all the plain : 
** efcape to the mountain, left thou be 
<* confumed" — Efcape, O finner, for thine 
eternal life ; look not behind thee on the 

pleafures 
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pleafures thou haft left, neither let thine disc 
affedtiops ftay upon the earth; efcape to 
the holy mountain, left thou be confumed 
with the world. 

Lot, defpairing of being able to efcape 
to the mountain, intercedes for the prefer- 
vation of a little city in the neighbourhood 
of Sodom, and is accepted concerning it, 
God being gracioufly pleafed to fay, ** Hafte 
** thee, efcape thither, for I cannot do aay 
** thing till thou be come thither. There- 
•* fore' the name of the city was^^ called 
^* Zoar^ that is, the little city." 

Thus, in times of public calamity, there 
is often fome little Zoar provided for them 
that love God, where they are wonderfully 
|)referved from the judgments that fall on 
their country and their kindred. The Ro- 
man armies, which furrounded Jerufalem, 
to execute on it the vengeance predided, 
drew off, in an unaccountable manner, as 
if their defign had been to give the Chrif- 
tians, contained within it's walls, an op- 

B 4 portunity 
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Pisc, portunity of withdrawing to a little adjoin- 
^* ing city, called Pella, which proved a Zoa . 
to them, from whence they beheld tk. 
Roman eagles fly again to the deftincr 
prey, to be left no more till they had de 
voured it. And what is the church upo 
earth, but a Zoar, a little city (is it not 
little one ?) fpared at the interceflion of it' 
Lord ? Here the penitent, not yet ftrom 
enough to efcape to the heavenly mountain j 
findeth reft and refreftiment, and is invigo- 
rated to purfue his journey. Hither let hiiu 
efcape, and his foul fhall live. 

But let him bear in mind, that in mak- 
ing his efcape, perfeverance alone can fe- 
cure him. ** He that endureth to the end>" 
and he only, *' fhall be faved." Of the 
four, who left Sodom, one perifhed by the 
way, in heart and afl^ecftion turning back 
to the forfaken city. Within fight of Zoai 
ftands a pillar of fait, *' the monumen 
'• (faith the author of the book of WiT 
'* dom) of an unbelieving foul ^" No mar 
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*^ having put his hand to the plough, and disc, 
" looking back, is fit for . the kingdom of ^* 
« God "." •* Remember Lot's wife \" 

The hour was now come, when Sodom, 
the gay, the haughty Sodom, fhould be no 
more. ** The fun was rifen upon the earth, 
** when Lot entered into Zoar. Then the 
** Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Go- 
•* morrah brimftone and fire from the Lord 
** out of heaven. And he overthrew thofe 
** cities, and all the plain, and all the in- 
•* habitants of the cities, and that which 
** grew upon the ground." In this man- 
ner, to ufe the words of the above cited 
author, ** When the ungodly perifhed, 
•* WISDOM delivered the righteous man, 
" who fled from the fire which fell upon 
" the cities, of whofe wickednefs, even to 
" this day, the wafte land that fmoketh is 
" a teiHmony, and plants bearing fruit that 
*' never come to ripenefs 
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DISC. "As it was in the days of Lot, fo fliall 
' ** it be alfo in the days of the Son of 
*^ man^;" when that laft morning (hftll 
dawn, and the fun of Righteoufnefs fhall 
arife in glorious majefty upon the earth* 
No fooner fhall he make his appearance, 
than the heavens, being on fire at his pre- 
fence, fhall be dilTolved, and pafs away 
with a great noife; the earth alfo, with 
the works that are therein, fhall be burnt 
up. Then fliall be fulfilled that which was 
fpoken by the Pfalmifl, in terms evidently 
borrowed from the hiflory before us; ** Up- 
•* on the ungodly he fhall rain fire and 
** brimftone, florm and tempefl : this fliall 
** be their portion*^." And it may be ob- 
ferved that St. John, at the conclufion of 
his prophecy, defcribing the deflrudion of 
the ungodly, referreth likewife to the over- 
throw of Sodom and Gomorrah, which, 
.as St. Jude informeth us, " are fet fortU 
•' for an example," or figure, " fuflfering 
^' the vengeance of eternal fire '.** In the 
xx^** chapter of the Revelation, we view the 

P Luke xvii. 28. ^ Pf. xi. 6. ' Jude, ver. 7. 

Anti^ 
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Antichriftian powers making war againft disc, 
the church, ** encompaffing- the camp of * 
" the faints, and the beloved city," the ha- 
bitation of the great King, as the men of 
Sodom furrounded the houfe where the 
faered guefts were lodged. After which, it 
isfaid — ** And fire came down from God 
" out of heaven, and devoured them. And 
''the devil, that deceived them, was caft 
'*into the lake of fire and brim- 
" STONE (an expreflion plainly alluding to 
"the LAKE Afphaltites, or the Dead Sea) 
"where the beaft and the falfe prophet 
" are, and fhall be tormented day and night 
" for ever and ever.'* What Sodom is, the 
world fhall be : and at the laft day, when 
we flmll arife, and look toward the place, 
where it's enchanting pleafures and delights, 
it's dazzling beauties and glories once ex- 
iftedy as ^' Abraham arofe in the morning, 
*f and looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, 
'* and toward all the cities of the plain,*' 
we fhiall behold a fight like that which pre- 
fented itfelf to the patriarch, *' The fmoke 
*' of the country going up as the fmoke of 
** a furnace !" 

But 



28 T! be Righteous Delivered. 

DISC. But the fame all gracious and mercifal 
^' God, who, ** when he deftroyed the cities 
*' of the plain, remembered Abraham, and 
'* fent Lot out of the midft of the over- 
*' throw,'* when he (hall deftroy this place 
wherein we dwell, will remember the true 
Abraham, " the father of us all," our dear 
Redeemer and Interceflbr ; and for his fake, 
if we now repent, and believe in him, will 
fave us, in that day, from the ruins of a 
burning world, and from thofe fires which 
are never to be cxtinguifhed \ that fo, being 
delivered from the wrath to come, and 
admitted to a participation of the felicities 
of his kingdom, we may there, with angels 
and archangels, and the whole company of 
the redeemed, glorify him for his mercy, 
through the endlefs ages of a blefled eter- 
nity j afcribing, as is due, to the moft holy 
and adorable Trinity, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoft, three perfons co-equal and co-^ 
eternal, all honour and power, might, ma-- 
jefty, and dominion, for ever and ever. 
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THE SINNER CALLED. 



E P H E S. V. 14. 

Awake^ thou that Jleefejly and arije from the dead, 
and Chriji Jhall give thee light. 

WE are now in the midft of that disc, 
hallowed feafon, when the church, "• 
by the voice of all her holy fervices, calleth 
the world to repentance, from the rifing of 
the fun to the going down thereof. And if 
ever there was an inftitution calculated to 
promote the glory of God, by forwarding 
the falvation of man, it is this appointment 
of a certain fet time for all perfons to con- 
lider their ways, to break off their fins, 
and to return from whence they have 
fallen through the infirmities of the flefh 
and the prevalence of temptation. For 

though 



30 ^he Sinner Called* 

DISC, though moft certain it is, that forro^nr 
' fhcKild be the conftant attendant upon ii«> 
and daily tranfgreffions call for daily peni- 
tence, yet fatal experience convinces us of i 
another truth no leis certain, that in a body ! 
fo frail, and a world fo corrupt, cares and- 
pleafures foon opprefs the heart, and infen- 
fibly bring on the flumbers of liftleffnefs 
and negligence as to it's fpiritual concerns, 
which, unlefs diflipated and difperfed by 
frequently repeated admonitions, will at 
length feal it up in the deep fleep of a final 
impenitence. It was wifdy forefeeri, that 
fliould the finner be permitted to referve to 
himfelf the choice of a convenient feafon 
wherein to turn from fin to righteoufnefs, 
that convenient feafon would never come ; 
and that the fpecious plea of keeping every 
day holy alike would often be found to cover 
a defign of keeping none holy at all. It feemed 
good therefore to the church to fix a ftated 
time, in which men might enter upon the 
great work of their repentance. And what 
time could have been feledted with greater 
propriety than this Lenten^ or Spring feaibn, 

when 
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V^Kcn univcrfal nature, awaking fronfi her disc, 

vrintry flecp, and coniing out of a ftate of 1_ 

deformity, and a courfe of penance, impofcd 
for the tranfgreffion of* man, her lord and 
mafter, is about to rife from the dead, and, 
putting on her garments of glory and beauty, 
to give us a kind of prelude to tlie rcpov^- 
tion of ail things ? So that the whole crea* 
tion moft harmonioufly accompanieth the 
voice of the church, as that fweetly ac- 
cordeth to the call of the Apoftle, ** A- 
"wake, thou that fleepeft, and arife from 
"the dead, and Chrift fhall give thee 
Might." 

Thefe lively and animating words, the 
peculiar . force and energy ci which it 
would be an affront to every underftanding 
and every heart to point out, like the found 
of that wakeful herald of the morning, 
which once called Peter to repentance, and 
which, daily admonifliing the world of the 
fun's approach, calls up the inhabitants 
thereof, to behold the brightnefs of hi& 
rifing, and to walk in his light, addrefs 

- themfelves 
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DISC, themfelves to the finner, as to one fall 
•' holden in the bands of fleep, exhorting him 
to awake and look up, becaufe the night is 
far fpent, the day is at hand ; and feem to 
be an evangelical paraphrafe of that paflage 
in the prophet Ifaiah, which is a fpiritual 
application of the moft beautifol and mag- 
nificent image in nature, the rifing of the 
fun upon the earth, with it's efFedts and 
confequences ; ** Arife, fhine, for thy light 
" is come, and the glory of the Lord is 
•* rifen upon thee." 

The text then, upon examination, will 
be found to imply thus much, that the 
world, without repentance and faith in 
Chrift, is in a ftate of darknefsp infenfibilityf 
and delufioriy for fuch is the ftate of them 
that Jleep. We will take a view therefore 
of each of thefe particulars. 

And firft, thefe words plainly fuppofe 
the perfon to whom they are addrefled to 
be in a ftate of darknefs. For ** they who 
" lleep (as the Apoftle elfewhere obferveth) 

" fleep 
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^' fleep in the night," which is the time of disc. 
darknefs, and therefore the feafon for re- "' 
pofe.. When the (hadows of the evening 
are ftretched out, and the earth, turning 
away from the fun, linketh into the ftia- 
dow of death, and thereby lofeth all it's 
form and comelinefs; when the veil, that 
is caft over the face of nature, obliterateth 
the variety of colours which owe their be- 
ing to the light, and aboliiheth all the dif- 
tincftion of objects thence arifing, intro- 
ducing a joylefs and uncomfortable unifor- 
mity, and rendering it impoflible for any 
to •* go forth to their labour ;'' when " the 
'* night Cometh, in which none can work," 
then it is that deep fleep falleth upon man. 
Here therefore we have, according to the 
text, a reprefentation of the ftate into which 
the foul is caft by fin, and in which it con- 
tinueth, till recovered out of it by repent- 
ance and faith. *^ Darknefs," as faith the 
prpphet Ifaiah, *' covereth the earth, and 
" grofs darknefs the J)eople." Midnight 
overwhelmeth not thqf earth with a grofler 
darknefs, than that which is fuperinduced 
VOL. II. c upon 
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DISC, upon the heart of man, when it departeth 
^'' from God, and is turned away from it's 
Maker. ** He that followeth not Chrift 
" walketh in darknefs," becaufe the light 
of life fhineth no longer upon his taber- 
nacle. When he has loft fight of the Sun 
of Righteoufnefs, wifdom foon fadeth 
away, and underfl:anding periflieth, and 
counfel is brought to nought, and the dif- 
tindlions of good and evil are confounded. 
And now the man, walking in darknefs, ' 
and not knowing whither he goeth, pre- 
fently groweth weary and faint in his mind; 
whence, as natural darknefs bringeth on 
fleep, ignorance, which is the darknefs .of 
the underftanding, becometh the parent of 
indolence and inactivity, and cafteth men 
by degrees into that deep fleep, which is a 
fufpenfion of the powers and faculties of 
the foul from the works of the fpiritual 
life, as natural reft is a fufpenfion of the 
members of the body from . the labours of 
the animal life. This is the night when 
no man can work out his falvation, for lack 
of knowiege ; and the vvorld, in this ftate, 

may 
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may not unfitly be refembled to the king- disc. 

dom of Egypt, during the three days of 1_ 

thick darknefs, when it is obferved, that 
" no one ftirred from his place." ^ Such is 
the condition of thofe, who, in the proper 
and exa<9: language of holy writ, are faid to 
*' SIT in darknefs, and in the fhadow of 
** death," no one moving from his place 
to go forth to his work, or to walk in 
the way that leadeth unto life. In this 
comfortlefs fituation was the whole world 
at the coming of Chrift ; - and every man, 
whom th? concerns or the pleafures of this 
life keep from the knowlege of the Scrip- 
tares, and the wifdom therein contained, 
and fo render negligent in the bufinefs of 
working out his own falvation, and contri- 
buting his utmoft towards forwarding that 
of others, every fuch man is fo far relapfed 
into the fame fituation, and ftandeth in 
need of the apoftolical call, ^* Awake, thou 
" that fleepeft." 

But fecondly. The text plainly intimates 
to us, that the finner, or man of the world, 

c 2 to 
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DISC, to whom it addrefles itfelf as to one fleep- 
"' ing, is in a ftate of infenfibility . For no 
fooner has fleep taken poffeffion of any one, 
but forthwith all the fenfes are locked up, 
and he neither feeth, heareth, fmelleth, 
tafteth, or feeleth any thing. Incapable 
of being affedled with what paffes in the 
world, regardlefs of every thing that re- 
lates to his real intereft in life, and no 
longer fufceptible of pleafure or pain, joy 
or grief, from the objefts which produce 
thofe fenfations in others who are awake, 
he becometh like unto them that are gone 
down to the chambers of the grave, and 
fleep in the duft of the earth. Wherefore 
the Apoftle faith, ufing fleep and death as 
fynonymous terms, ** Awake, thou that 
" SLEEPEST, and arife from the dead.'' 
This addrefs therefore to the finner, or 
man of the world, is founded upon a fup- 
pofition, that the foul, by fin and the love 
of the world, is cafl: into the fame fliate of 
infenfibility with regard to things heavenly, 
that the body is in, while fleeping, with 
regard to things earthly ; a fl:ate in which 

it's 
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it's fpiritual fenfes, thofe fenfes which the disc. 
Apoftle bells us ftiould be " exercifed to "' 
•* difcern good and evil/' are fealed up, 
and admit of no impreflion from their pro- 
per objed:s. And that this is in truth the 
cafe, a curlbry view of the ideas transferred 
in Scripture from the bodily fenfes, as ren- 
dered unfit for their refpedlive ufes by fleep, 
to the powers and operations of the mind, 
as impeded by fin, will quickly convince 
us. 

The prophet Ifaiah, defcribing his 
wretched countrymen, in their ftate of 
apoilacy and obduracy of heart, fays of 
them, «* The Lord hath poured out upon 
** you the Ipirit of deep fleep, and hath 
" clofed your eyes." Prefent the moft 
finifhed and beautifiil pidure before the 
eyes of a perfon afleep 5 he fees no more of 
it than if it wras not there. And how often 
are the pidlures of our fin and deformity, 
and the righteoufnefs and beauty of the 
Redeemer, drawn by the pencil of the Spi- 
rit in the Scriptures of truth, how often 

c 3 are 
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i> I § c- arc they offered to the underftandings of 
•' men^ who yet fee neither ! And why ? 
Becaufe ^* a fpirit of deep fleep," induced 
by their attachment to fomething in the 
world, that comes in competition with the 
dodSrines or precepts of the Gofpel, " is 
** fallen upon them," fo that ** having eyes 
" they fee not," Go into the chamber of 
him that fleepeth, and read to him a piece 
of the moft interefting news, play him the 
fweeteft notes on the fined inftrument, or 
. found the loudeft and (hrilleft trumpet ; 
while he fleeps, he hears nothing. To as 
little purpofe do the minifters of the Gof- 
pel preach to the obdurate worldling the 
** glad tidings of great joy, that unto us 
*' is born a Saviour," or the awful tidings of 
as great terror, that *^ he cometh to execute 
*^ judgment on all that are ungodly." The 
heavenly ftrains of love and mercy founded 
forth by the harp of David, when breathed 
on by the Spirit of the Holy One, or the 
piercing trumpet of eternal judgment, wax- 
ing louder and louder on the top of Sinai> 
are equally unheard by him. He fleeps on 

ftiU, 
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ftill, and takes his reft ; and therefore, disc. 
" having ears> he hears not." Offer to the "' 
noftrils of one who fleepeth the moft fra- 
grant flowers that grow, the rofe and the 
lily in their higheft perfeftion, or the rich- 
eft fpices produced in the warmeft climes : 
the flowers have no fragrance, the fpices 
no odours for him. And are there not, 
who take no delight in that blefled per- 
fon, from the comfort and refrefhment he 
afibrdieth to the drooping foul, as well as 
from his rnatchlefs beauty and perfection, 
ftyled " the rofe of Sharon, and the lily 
" of the vallies :" who can perceive no 
" fweet finelling favour of life unto life," 
ih that Gofpel of peace, which is compared 
unto ^* myrrh, and frankincenfe, and all pow- 
** ders of the merchant ?" Open the mouth 
of him that fleepeth, and fill it with the 
choiceft honey : you have no thanks from 
him, for he tafteth it not. As little relifti 
hath one in a fl:ate of fin and worldly- 
mindednefs for thofe proiiiifes, which when 
the penitent believer tafteth, he crieth out 
in tranfport, ** O how fweet are thy words 

04 ^* unto 
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DISC. «« unto my mouth ; yea, fweeter than honey 
^^' ** unto my throat !" Laftly, a perfon^ dur- 
ing the time of fleep, feels no wounds, 
or bruifes, and pafles imperceptibly into 
the regions of death. And this is the very 
apoftolical defcription of hardened finners, 
who have given themfelves over to lafci- 
^ioufnefs, to work all uncleannefs with 
greedinefs : they are faid to be " paft feel- 
*^ ing, having their confcience feared vvdth 
** a hot iron *." Awakened by the fires 
which burn for the impenitent, they feel 
at laft the avenging hand of an angry God, 
and lift up their eyes in thofe torments, 
which will forbid the clofing them any 
more for ever. 

Thirdly, It appears from the text be- 
fore us, that the world is in, a ftate of delu- 
Jion; for fuch is the ftate of them that 
fleep. To all things that really concern 
them they are infenfible j but they are ear- 
neftly employed, meanwhile, in a fliadowy 
fantaftic fcene of things, which has no ex- 

* I Tim. iv. 2. 

iftence 
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ifterice but in their imaginations. And to disc. 

what can the life of many a man be fo ^ 

fitly compared, as to a dream 'I What are 
the vain employments and amufements of 
multitudes^ but " vifions of the night ?'* 
And is not he who wafteth his time and 
breath in relating the hiftory of them, ** as 
** a man telling a dream to his fellow ?'* 
Is a dream made up of illufive images, 
faUe objedls and purfuits, falfe hopes, and 
falfe fears ? So is the life of a man of the 
world. Now he exults in vifionary blifs, 
now he is racked with difquietudes created 
by his oy^rn fancy. Ambition ftrains every 
nerve to climb to a height that is ideal, till 
widi all the eagernefs of deiire, grafping at 
the fummit, flie feems to feel herfelf half 
dead by a fall that is as much fo ; iince 
neither if a man be in power, is he really 
and in the fight of God the greater ; nor 
if he be out of power, is he the lefs. Ava- 
rice flies with fear and trembling from a 
poverty of which there is no danger, and 
with infinite anxiety and folicitude heapeth 
up riches that have no ufe. And while 

pleafure 
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DISC, pleafure is inceflantly fhifting her painted 
fcenes before the fencies of the gay, infidelity 
oftentimes feduceth the imaginations of the 
ferious and contemplative into the airy re- 
gions of abftraftion, fetting them to con- 
ftrudt intelleftual fyftems, without one juft 
idea of the fpi ritual world, and to delineate 
fchemes of religion, exclufive of the true 
God and his difpenfations. Thus doth 
man walk in a vain fhadow, and difquiet- 
eth himfelf in vain, like one endeavouring 
to win a race in his fleep, ftill ftriving after 
that which he cannot attain unto, fo long 
as he experts to find a folid, fubftantial, and 
durable comfort in any thing but '* the 
" kingdom of God, and his righteoufnefs/' 

Again. Is a dream ever wandering from 
one thing to another that has no connec- 
tion with it, and patched up of a thoufand 
inconfiftencies, without beginning, triiddle, 
or end ? Not more fo than» the life of 
him who, being devoted to the world, and 
at the mercy of his paflions, is now in fiiU 
chace after one fhadow, now after ano- 
ther i 
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tlicr ; {o continually varying and changing, disc, 
and yet withal fo uniformly trifling and 
infignificant in all his fentiments and pro- 
ceedings, that were the tranfadions of his 
days noted down in a book, it may be 
queftioned, whether a dream would not 
appear, upon the comparifbn, to be a fen- 
fible and regular compofition. 

Once more. Is a dream fleeting and 
tranfitory, infomuch that a whole night 
pafleth away in it as one hour, nay as one 
minute, fince, during fleep, we have no 
idea of the fucceflion of time ? And what 
is a life of fourfcore ye^rs, when looked 
back upon ! " It is but as yefterday, fee- 
** ing it is pafl: as a watch in the night." 
How beautifully is the fading nature of all 
thofe things, on which worldly men place 
their aflfedtions, fet forth to us in the ho- 
ly Scriptures, under this moft expreflive 
image ! " Knowefl not thou this of old 
(iays Zophar in Job), fince man was 
placed upon the earth, that the triumph- 
ing of the wicked is ihort, and the joy 

" of 
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DISC "of the hypocrite but for a moment ? 
* ** Though his excellency mount up to the 
" heavens, and his head reach unto the 
** clouds, yet he ihall perifh for ever like 
" his own dung : they which have feen 
*^ him fhall fay, where is he ? He fhall 
'• fly away as a dream, and fhall not be 
** found ; yea, he fhall be chafed away as a 
" vifion of the night ^/* ** I was envious 
** (fays the Pfalmifl) at the foolifh, I faw 
*' the profperity of the wicked. Their eyes 
<* fland out with fatnefs : they have more 
** than heart could wifh — Behold, thefc 
«* are the ungodly that profper in the 
"world, they increafe in riches*"/* The 
fight at firfl flaggered his faith, and he was 
tempted almofl to diflrufl the promifes of 
God made to the righteous/ " Verily, I 
•* have cleanfed my heart in vain, and 
** waflied my hands in innocency. But 
" when he went into the fandtuary of 
** God," and confulted the diyine oracles, 
as we all fliould do, upon thefe matters, 
then he " faw the end of fuch men," and 

^ Job XX. 4. et feq. ^ Pf. Ixxiii. 3, 

the 
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Ae tranfient nature of that wealth which disc. 
had excited his envy. " How are they 
" brought into defolation as in a moment ! 
" they are utterly confumed with terrors ! 
" As a dream when one awaketh, fo, O 
" Lordy ihalt thou make their image to 
** vanifh." And was the tafk enjoined us 
to defcribe that difappointment and wretch- 
ed emptinefs which the miferably deceived 
foul of him who lives and dies in carnality 
and worldly - mindednefs will experience 
upon the moment of her feparation from 
the body, what words could we find for the 
purpofe, like thefe of the prophet Ifaiah? "It 
" fhall be as when a hungry man dreameth, 
*' and behold he eateth ; but he awaketh, 
"and his foul is empty; or as when a 
" thirfty man dreameth, and behold he 
"drinketh; but he awaketh, and behold 
" he is faint, and his foul hath appetite **," 
remaining altogether unfatisfied with the 
pleafures which he feemed for a while to 
enjoy. Such a ftate of delujion is the ftate of 
the world ; fo vain, fo incoherent, fo tran- 

** Jfai. xxix. 8. 

fitorv. 
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DISC, fitoryj are the fchemes and defigns of 

;_ worldly men : and however important they 

may appear to the projcftors of them, at 
the time, yet moft certain it is, that what 
the Scripture faith of Pharaoh, may be 
faid with equal truth, at the death of every 
man, who has fpent his days in things 
pertaining to this life only; " So he awoke, 
*^ and behold, it was a dream !" 

JBut it is high time to change this 
gloomy fcene for one that is more agreeable. 

Permit me, therefore, to contraft the fore- 
going defcription of the ftate of man, a 
ftranger to repentance and faith in Chrift, 
with one of the oppofite ftate, to which we 
are called in the text ; *^ Awake, thou 
** that fleepeft, and arife from the dead, and 
'' Chrift ftiall give thee light." 

And firft, the fincere penitent, who really 
and truly turns from fin to righteoufnefs, 
and from the world to Chrift, pafTes from 
darknefs to light. He undergoes a change, 
like that made in man and in univerfal 

nature 
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' nature by the dawning of the morn- disc. 
ing, when there is a refurre<3:ion of both. * 
For then it is, that man awaketh out of 
fleep, and arifeth as it were from the dead^ 
to behold the light looking forth of the 
windows of the eaft, and the day breaking 
upon the tops of the hills ; at which time 
the flxadows fly away, and the clouds, part- 
ing afunder, open a pafTage for that life- 
giving luminary, whofe appearance the ex- 
pectation of the creature impatiently wait- 
eth for. The fun, *' that marvellous in- 
" ftrument of the Moft High," arifeth in 
glorious majefly, difclofing and adorning 
all things in heaven and earth. And now, 
the darknefs is pafl, and the light fhineth, 
to the end that all who are rifen may go 
forth to their work, and to their labour, 
until the evening. So is it likewife in the 
repentance of a iinner. At the powerful 
call of God, whether by his word read or 
preached, by the admonition of charitable 
friends, by fome happy incident, or change 
of fortune, by the death of others, or the 
licknefs of the party himfelf — for various ' 

arc 
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DISC, are the methods made ufe of by the divine 
^^' Providence for this gracious purpofe — at the 
powerful call of God, he awaketh to righ- 
teoufnefs, and findeth himfelf in a new 
world. He perceiveth that, through the 
tender mercy of God, the day-fpring from • 
on high hath vifited him, to give unto him 
the knowlege of falvation for the remifEon 
of his fins, concerning which he was be- 
fore in darknefs and the fliadow of death. 
But now, all the fhadows of his former 
ignorance fly away, all his earthly preju- 
dices and paflions are overcome, and dif- 
perfing like the clouds before the morning 
fun, the way is prepared for the Sun of 
Righteoufnqfs to arife upon him. By hh 
glorious light, all the difpenfations of God, 
in heaven and upon earth, are made mani- 
fefl: ; and the man, being arifen to a life of 
grace, goeth forth to the work of his falva- 
tion, and to his labour of love, until the 
evening of his day. 

Secondly, A finner by repentance is 
brought out of a ftate of infenfibility into 

one 



■^ 



^be Sinner Called. 49 

one oi fenfibility. No fooner is a perfbn disc. 
awaked out of fleep, but he finds himfelf "' ^ 
endued with the ufe of all his fenfes, 
powers, and faculties. He walketh abroad, 
and his eyes are blefled with a fight of the 
whole creation rifen with him from the 
dead, and rejoicing in the glorious light 
fliining upon it from above. He furveys 
that lovely variety which difplays itfelf up- 
on the face of the earth, and beholds the 
beauty and brightnefs of the firmament of 
heaven. But chiefly his attention is fixed 
on the Great Ruler of the day, who gives 
life and comelinefs to all things. His ears 
are entertained with the mufic of the birds 
of the air, who fail not with their fpright- 
liefl: notes to falute the rifing fun ; and his 
noftrils are refrefhed with the grateful . 
fmell fent forth, in the hour of prime, from 
the ground and it's productions- He is 
prepared to tafte with delight the food af- 
forded him by the bounty of God ; and no 
part of his body is without the fenfation 
proper and neceflary for it. Similar to 
VOL. II. D this 
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DISC, this is the alteration which takes place iix 

L_ the foul of the humble penitent, when at 

the call of God he awakes, and arifes from 
the dead. If the light be fweet, and it be 
a pleafant thing to the eyes to behold the 
fun, fweet to the mind likewife is the 
light of life, and a pleafant thing it is to 
the eyes of the under ftanding to behold 
the Sun of Righteoufnefs, who beftows by 
his word that divine knowlege, that heaven- 
ly wifdom, which is to them what the ma- 
terial light is to the bodily organs of vi- 
fion. Hereby the penitent believer is ena- 
bled to behold the wonderful works of the 
Lord, the mighty things he hath done for 
his foul, having created all things anew in 
Chrift Jefus, and brought the world out 
of darknefs into his marvellous h'ght. But 
above all the works, he is led to contem- 
plate and to adore the author of them all; 
to look up ftedfaftly, with St. Stephen, into 
heaven, and fee Jefus enthroned at the right 
liand of the Majefty on high, enh'ghtening 
and enlivening all things v/ith the glory 
of his grace. And this is what St. Paul 

fo 
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fo earneftly begs of God for his Ephefian disc. 
converts, that being now awake from fin, "' 
they might behold the works and the glory 
of the Redeemer. ^' I ceafe not," fays he, 
** to make mention of you in my prayers, 
** that the God of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
^* the father of glory, may give unto you 
" the fpirit of wifdom and revelation, in 
^* the knowlege of him ; the eyes of 
"your underftanding being enlightened y 
" that ye may know what is the hope of 
** his calling, and what the riches of the 
"glory of his inheritance in the faints, 
*'and what is the exceeding greatncfs of 
" his power to us-ward who believe, ac- 
" cording to the working of his mighty 
'* power, which he wrought in Chrift, 
" when he raifed him from the dead, and 
" fet him at his own right hand in the 
" heavenly places, far above all principa- 
*Mity, and power, and might, and domi- 
" nion, and every name that is named not 
" only in this world, but that which is to 
*'come: and hath put all things under 
" his feet, and given him to be the head 

D 2 ** over 
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DISC. *^ over all things to the church, which is 
^'' " his body, the fulnefs of him who filleth 
" all in all*." The hearing ear is another 
gift of God to the fincere penitent, who 
is now no longer deaf to the voice of his 
Redeemer, fpeaking to him by his holy 
word, which entereth through his ears into 
his heart : he heareth and delighteth in 
the melody of praife and thankfgiving, that 
mufic of the church, that voice of joy 
and health in the dwellings of the righte- 
ous; nay, faith carries him to the door 
of heaven, where liftening, he heareth that 
new fong, and thofe everlafting hallelu- 
jahs, in which he one day hopeth to bear 
his part. And now he walketh forth in 
the garden of God, the Holy Scripture, 
to enjoy that fweet fmelling favour of life 
unto life, which arifeth from the comfort- 
able promifes therein contained, grateful 
as the fragrance of the holy veftments in 
the noftrils of the patriarch, " as the fmell 
*' of a field which the Lord hath bleffed." 
He hungreth and thirfteth after righteouf- 

* Ephef. i. i6. et feq, 
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nefs, and hath a true tafte and reliih for disc. 

the bread of life, infomiich that he in- |_^ 

viteth all men to partake with him, in 
the words of the Pfalmift ; " O tafte, and 
" fee that the Lord is gracious !" And 
iuch is the fenfibility of his foul, that as 
he feels an exquifite delight in the tefti- 
mony of a good confcience, fo is he pain- 
ed at the recoUedlion of the leaft fin ; 
nor can he find any reft, till he has in- 
voked the aid of the great phyfician of 
fouls by fervent and importunate prayer, 
opened his grief to him by a full and free 
confeflion of his guilt, and received a per- 
fedl cure from his hands, by a frefli appli- 
cation of his all-fufficient merits. 

Thirdly, The penitent is tranflated from 
a ftate of delujion to a found judgment 
and right apprehenjion of things, from . 
ihadows to realities 3 even as one awaketh 
from the romantic fcenery of a dream, 
to behold ^11 things as they really are, and 
to do his duty in that ftation in which 
God has placed him. No fooner is a man 

D 3 awaked 
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DISC, awaked to righteoufncfs, and rifen with 
"• Chrift to work out his falvation, but all 
his former vain and unprofitable life feem- 
cth as a night vifion. When the Lord 
turneth away the captivity of one, whom 
Satan hath long bound with the chains and 
fetters of evil habits ; when he delivereth 
him out of the hands of his enemies to 
ferve God without fear; the time of his 
bondage under the elements of the world, 
and the dominion of fin, appeafeth as a 
dream, from which he now findeth him- 
felf moft happily awaked; awaked to the 
profpeft of a blifs that is not vifionary, of 
a real and fubftantial good, that mcltcth 
not into air, as the fhadowy enjoyments of 
this world do, but afFordeth folid comfort 
to the perfon who is poffeffed of it; awaked 
to follow after that honour which cometh 
from God only, thofe riches which neither 
moth nor ruft doth corrupt, thofe pleafures 
which are at God's right hand, and that 
wifdom which maketh wife unto falvation i 
awaked to a fteady and uniform purfuit 
of thefe glorious objects, inftcad of that 

endlefs 
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cndlefs deiire of novelty and variety, which disc. 



wearieth the men of the world, leaving 
them always difappbinted of their hope ; 
in a word, awaked to the knowlege and 
love of an inheritance in light, ^that fadeth 
not, but fhall endure for ever in heaven, 
even when the world itfelf fhall fly away 
as a dream, and the very remembrance of 
it vanifh as a vilion of the night. 

If therefore thefe things be fo — and 

furely the Scriptures fay they are fo ; if the 

ftate- of the finner, or man of the world, 

be one of darknefsj infenjibility y and delu- 

fion\ and if fuch a ftate be not judged 

preferable to one of light ^ and fenfe^ and 

fubfiantial reality, let no man be difobe- 

dient to the voice of the church, which, 

through the courfe of this penitential fea- 

fon, inceflantly addrefleth every one of her 

children ; " Behold, now is the accepted 

** time ; behold, now is the day of fal- 

" vation/' Awake, therefore, thou that 

fleepeft : awake, and fing, ye that dwell 

in the duft, and mind earthly things : 

awake, O thou Chriftian foul, and utter a 
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DISC, fong in pralfe of him who hath redeem- 
"• ed thee : awake, awake, put on the Lord 
Jefus thy ftrength, put on righteoufnefs 
and holinefs thy beautiful garments ; Ihake 
thyfelf from the duft, and fet thy affec- 
tions on things above : the night is far 
fpent, the day is at hand ; caft off there- 
fore the works of darknefs, and put on 
the whole armour of light: arife, {hine, 
for thy light is come, and the glory of the 
Lord is rifen upon thee : arife, and ftand 
up from the dead, and Chrift fhall give 
thee the light of life. 

Awakened by thefe repeated calls, be it 
our care to arife without delay to new- 
riefs of life, not fufFering ourfelves, through 
floth and indolence, to relapfe into eyil 
habits, like the fluggard upon his bed, 
who require th always ** a little more fleep, 
** a little more flumber, a little more fold- 
" ing of the hands to fleep." Let us arife 
at the fir ft admonition, becaufe, that being 
rejeded, God may not vouchfafe us an- 
other; and there will be more difficulty in 
obeying it, if he Ihould do fo. Let us 

therefore 
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therefore dread a relapfe, and guard disc, 
againft it. 1_ 

For this purpofe, let us be conftant- 
\y employed in fome good work, and 
much of the danger will be removed; 
lince liftleflhefs in the mind, like a lethar- 
gy in the body, is beft cured by motion 
and exercife ; and when temptations are 
creeping upon us, there is no better me- 
thod of baffling and putting them to flight, 
than by forcing ourfelves to read, or pray, 
or perform fome other work of piety to 
God, or charity to our neighbour. Above 
all things, let us beware, that furfeiting 
and excefs do not opprefs and weigh down 
the heart, inducing fleep upon the foul, as 
well as the body. Let us be temperate, 
let us be fober, walking evermore as chil- 
dren of the light, not in rioting and drunk- 
ennefs, not in chambering and wanton- 
nefs, not in flrife and envying 5 for all 
thefe are the works of darknefs : but that 
darknefs is paft, and the true light now 
fliineth. Thus fhall we be qualified to 

fet 
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DISC, fet and keep that conftant watch, which 
* is abfolutely neceflary to perceive and repel 
the enemy, at his firft approach. ** What 
** I fay unto you (faith Chrift to his difci- 
** pies) I fay unto all — Watch." This 
if we do, we Ihall fpend our day, as it 
ought to be fpent, in working out our fal- 
vation, and not dream away, in vanity and 
folly, the precious and fleeting hours al- 
lowed us for that purpofe. And happy, 
thrice happy the man, who, in the even- 
ing of life, taking a furvey of what is 
paft, fhall be able to fay, with an humble 
confidence, to his blefled Mafter, as that 
Mafter, in the days of his fleih, faid to 
the Father; ** I have glorified thee on 
** the earth, I have finifhed the work 
" which thou gaveft me to do." His 
body fhall lie down in the duft in perfeft 
peace, and reft in hope, till the dawning 
of the great day ; when that likewife ihall 
receive it's fummons from heaven, by the 
voice of the archangel; ** Awake, thou 
** that fleepeft, and arife from the dead, 
«' and Chrift fhall give thee light." 
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ACTS VIII. 34, 35, 



yhd the eunuch anfwered Philips and faidy I pray 
tbee^ of whom fpeaketb the prophet this ; of bim^ 
felf^ or of fome other man ? ^hen Philip opened 
bis mouthy and began at the fame Scripture ^ and 
preached unto him Jesus. 

WE are now drawing towards the disc. 
clofe of that penitential feafon, fet ^''- 
apart by the wifdom of the church for re- 
tirement and recolled:ion, confeffion and 
humiliation^ mortification and felf-denial, 
meditation and devotion; to the end that, 
having difcovered and caft out our fins, hav- 
ing fubdued pride, and extinguiihed con- 

cupifcence. 
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DISC, cupifcence, having brought the body into 

*_ fubjedtion, and rendered the fpirit tender, 

and humble, and holy, we might be pre- 
pared to attend our blefled Redeemer, at 
the celebration of his laft paflbver i to ac- 
company him from the garden to the high 
prieft's palace, from thence to the praeto- 
rium, and from thence to mount Calvary; 
there to take our ftation, with the virgin 
mother, and the beloved difciple, at the 
foot of the crofs, and " look on him 
" whom we have pierced." The hiftory 

■ 

therefore of the Ethiopian nobleman's con- 
verfion, efFed:ed by St. Philip's expound- 
ing to him the liii* chapter of Ifaiah, 
feemeth no improper fubjed: whereon to 
employ our thoughts, at a time when the 
church is inforcing on us the duties of re- 
pentance and faith, by the fame argument 
which firft produced them in the heart of 
that illuftrious perfon ; namely, the unex- 
ampled forrows and fuiFerings of the Son 
of God for the fins of the world; to the 
contemplation of which is dedicated the 
great and holy week upon which we this 

day 
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day enter ; a week, fpent in fuch a man- disc 
ner by them of old time, as made it evi- "^' 
dent to every beholder, that thefe were 
^* the days in which the bridegroom was 
'* taken away." For now (as the antient 
canons and conftitutions inform us) men 
gave over all • worldly employments, and, 
making the happy exchange of earth for 
heaven, betook themfelves wholly to de- 
votion, heightened and improved by thofe 
religious exercifes, which the experience 
of pious men in all ages hath evinced to be 
conducive to that end. Difmifling there- 
fore from our thoughts the cares and plea- 
fures of a vain and tranfitory world, every 
thing that perplexeth, and every thing that 
defileth, let us take a view of the no lefs 
engaging than interefting circumftances of 
the hiftory before us. 

St. Philip, commonly ftyled the Evan- 
gelift, one of the feven deacons, and next 
in order to St. Stephen, being driven from 
Jerufalem by the perfecution which arofe 
at the time of the protomartyr's death, 

went 
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DISC, went down to the city of Samaria, and, 

. V ever mindful of the commiflion he had re- 

ceived, and the neceflity of executing it, 
preached Chrift to the people there. So. 
that the ftorm raifed by the adverfary 
againft the church turned out to the fur- 
therance of the Gofpel, being made a 
means of wafting the feeds of evangelical 
truth to diftant lands, in order to a more 
plentiful and glorious harveil. 

While he was employed in edifying his ' 
Samaritan converts, a frefli opportunity 
was offered him of advancing his matter's 
kingdom ; as indeed opportunities of doing 
that bleffed work are feldom wanting to 
him who has the piety and fkill to feize 
and improve them aright. *' The angel 
«* of the Lord fpake unto Philip, faying, 
" Arife, and go towards the fouth, unto 
" the way that goeth down from Jerufa- 
*^ lem to Gaza, which is defart." The 
moft unpromifing journey (hall be a prof- 
perous one, when undertaken in obedience 
to the divine defignation, intimated by a 

lawful 
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lawful call. Nor let the minifter of Chrift disc. 
defpair^ whofe lot is caft in the midft of '"* 
fpiritual barrennefs and defolation. He 
who fent Philip to a defart place, did not 
fend him there for nought; iince even in 
fuch a foil he raifed a fair and fragrant 
flower, which having bloomed, for it's ap- 
pointed time, on earth, in the beauty of 
holinefs, now difplays it's colours, and dif- 
f fiifes it's odours, in the paradife of God; 
who, whenever he pleafes to blefs the la- 
hours of his fervants, can caufe ** the wil- 
** dernefs and the folitary place to be glad 
'* for them, and the defart to rejoice, and 
" bloilbm as the rofe." 



This Philip knew, and therefore made 
no objections, and afked no queftions, but 
"arofe and went." And he who fhews 
the lame unreferved obedience to the will 
of his Lord, Ihall reap the fruits of it in 
this world, and that which is to come. 



ri 
C 



For no fooner was Philip arrived at the 
place appointed, but (the wifdom of God 

fo 
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DISC, jfo ordering) behold, arrived at the far 

]_ time, " a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch 

** great authority under Candace, queen 
** the Ethiopians, who had the charge ( 
*^ all her treafure/' But what made th 
ftatefman great in the light of God, wa 
his extraordinary piety, which led him t 
the temple at Jerufalem. For the fani 

m 

of this temple, difFufed abroad among th 
nations round about, brought many con 
tinually to enquire " concerning the Nam 
** of the Lord," who refided in it, and t 
worfhip him in the court afligned them fc 
that purpofe, which was therefore ftylc 
the court of the Gentiles. Among othei 
came this Lord Treafurer of Ethiopia, whc 
engaged, as he muft of courfe be by h 
office, in a multiplicity of worldly bufi 
-nefs, and advanced to the height of world 
ly honour, could find time and inclinatior 
it feems, to take a long journey on the ac 
count, of religion ; thinking himfelf neve 
fo well employed, as when attending th 
city and court of the great king ; never f 
highly honoured, as when fuifered to proJ 

trai 
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trate himfelf before Jehovah, the God disc 

of Ifrael; *^ he had been to Jerufalem to 1^ 

** worfhip, and was returning." 

But as the tide of fecular affairs, if fuf- 
fered to break in, will prefently extinguifli 
the fpark of devotion, though kindled in 
the foul by a coal from . the altar ; in order 
to cheriih the heavenly thoughts and affec- 
tions produced in his mind by worfhip- 
ping towards the holy temple of the Lord, 
as he returned home in his chariot, " he 
" read Efaias the prophet;" thereby teach- 
ing us where to look for Chrift, and how 
to fandtify with pious reading all our lei- 
fure hours ; out of the many thoufands of 
which fo carelefsly and extravagantly fquan- 
dered (though God knows we have need 
enough of them all), there is not one, but, 
if rightly ufed, might, fet us confiderably 
forward in our way to glory. How will 
this illuftrious perfonage arife up in the 
judgment againft all thofe Chriftians, who 
in the hours of domeftic eafe and tranquil- 
lity never open a bible, when he would 

VOL. II. E not 
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DISC, not even travel without one in the chariot 
- with him ! *^ Sitting in bis chariot he read 
** Efaias the prophet." A nobleman thuj 
employed was an objed that engaged the 
attention of heaven, and an Evangelift was 
fent to fow the feed of eternal life in a 
ground fo well prepared. " Arife (fiiys 
•* the ever-gracious fpirit of God to Phi- 
" lip) and go toward the fouth, to the 
"way that goeth down from Jeru^em to 
" Gaza, which is defert :" for there he- 
might behold i minifter of ilate, fitting in 
his chariot, and reading the Scriptures ! 
So ready is God to teach, when man i& 
ready to hear. 

Such an opportunity of inftruding the 
well jdifpofed was not to be negledled, for a 
fingle moment, by the faithful meflengfer of 
Chrift. No fooner therefore did the Spirit 
order Philip to " ga near and join himfelf 
*' to this chariot,*' but he " ran thither ' 
inftantly. 

Being come to the fide of the chariott 

he 
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lie •• heard him read Efaias the prophet ;'• ^} » c. 

and his introdudlory queftion to hini was, 1^ 

^ underilandeft thou what thou readeft ?" 
. A queiUon» which every reader of the facred 
books muft frequently put to himfelf, if 
he would not read in vain. And happy 
they, who, like this nobleman, are not of- 
fended when it is put to them, but fhew 
the meek and teachable difpoiition of their 
minds by returning his anfwer ; *' How 
*^can I, except fome man fhould guide 
*• me ?'* Such will have the wifdom and 
grace to deiire the company of thofe (how- 
ever lowly their appearance and condition 
in the world may be, compared with their 
own) who can tell them words, whereby 
thiy may be faved. " He defired Philip, 
"^'that he would come up, and fit with 
•* him/* 

The Evangelift being feated in the cha- 
riot, they proceed to confider the place of 
the Scripture, to which the providence of 
God, predifpofing thofe incidents common- 
ly afoibed to chance, had dire^d the no- 

£ 2 bleman; 
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^'^^* bleman; which was the following paflkj 

in the liii** chapter of Ifaiah ; " He w^s 
" led as a fheep to the flaughtef, and lilce 
** a lamb dumb before his fhearers^ iiy 
'* opened he not his mouth. In his humi- 
** liation his judgment was taken away, 
*' and who fliall declare his generation ? 
'* for his life is taken from the earth." 

It is obvious, at firft fight, that the pro- 
phet is here drawing a pidxire of afflicted 
innocence. But it was impoflible for the 
nobleman to underftand the place, becaufe 
he knew not to whom the defcription be- 
longed ; as appears by his afking Philip — 
** I pray thee, of whom fpeaketh the pro- 
** phet this; of himfelf, or of fome other 
'* man ?'' 

This great leading queftion, in the inter- 
pretation of the Scriptures, Philip will 
teach us how to anfwer, who, having 
waited all this time to hear his new difci- 
ple read the paflage, and propofe his diffi- 
culties upon it, now at length " opened 

« his 
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** ^is mouth, and began at the fame Scrip- disc 
"ture, and preached unto him Jesus" — 
may we not fuppofe, without prefumption, 
in words to the following eifedt — 

Be not furprifed to find, that you can- 
not, without afliftance, attain to a right 
underftanding of the ancient prophecies^ 
feeing you want that key which alone can 
open them, and admit you to a difcern- 
ment of the holy myfteries they contain. 
For prophecy, being not the word of man, 
but given by infpiration of the Spirit of 
God, terminates not in the temporary af- 
fairs of this world, but extends to the 
eternal concerns of another and better life, 
leading men to that difpenfation of love 
and mercy, which is now about to be un- 
folded to you. 

Know then, that the prophet Ifaiah, in 
the paflage before us, is by no means fpeak-* 
ing of bimfelf^ or his own private fuffer- 
ings, but thofe of another man^ in whom 
the whole world is interefted \ and who is 

E 3 mentioned 
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p I s c. mentioned by him elfe where under Ae title 

"^' Df iMMANtJEL, OF GoD WITH VB^ thafl 

divine perfon, ordained from the foejg^^ 
ning to reverfe the fad efFefts of the fell o'S 
Adam, which you read of in the books 0:3 
Mofes, and to be the Redeemer df imn— 
kind from fin and forrow, from de^th tem- 
poral and eternal. This perfon, the ob- 
ject of the faith and hope of the people of 
Cod in all ages, prefigured in the law, 
foretold by the prophets, and celebrated ik 
thepfalms, the Mefliah of the Jews, aid 
the defire of all nations, of whofe appear- 
ing, as at this time, a general expciftation 
prevails among both, has accordingly been 
matiifefted in the flefh, to fulfil all that 
Was written of him ; and having kept the 
law fbr man, and fuifered death for his 
tranigreflion of it, he arofe again on the 
third day, and afcended into heaven, from 
whence he fent down his Spirit, to efta- 
blifli his kingdom among the Gentiles, }yp 
the preaching of that Gofpel whicih the 
Jews have rejedted, expelling thofe chargecE 
with the publication of it out d£ their 
coafts. 

Th_ 
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The behaviour of this ftubborn and ftifF* disc. 

necked people^ who, as they crucified the , L 

•Qafter, never ceafe to perfecute his fer- 
Irants, forces us to cry out in the words 
fpoken by the prophet in fpirit fo long be- 
fore; Lord, who, among thy once faith* 
fill people Ifrael, hath believed our report 
concerning the manifeftation of thy Chrift 5 
and to whom hath this arm of Jehovah, 
this mighty power of God, been reveal- 
cd, by our miniftry, to the purpofes of 
&lvation ? 

You may wonder, perhaps, what could 

induce them to rejed: their Saviour, whom 

they were all along taught by their own 

Scriptures to expedl. It was the poverty 

3jid humili^ in which he c^me to vifit us^ 

to contrary to their modern proud and 

Carnal conceits. Fbr this being the feaibn 

%£ his humiliation for our fins, he grew 

^p, as liaiah here defcribes him, fhiall and 

of no reputation, from a family nearly ex- 

tina, like a tender plant fpringing unnoticed 

from it's root hidden in a barren and dry 

E 4 ' • land^ 
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DISC. land, out of which nothing eminent was 
/ expected to arife. In the manner of his 
appearance he had no form nor comelinefs, 
none of the advantages of worldly gran- 
deur, no ornaments of ftate to fet him off; 
and when we faw him with our outward 
eyes, there was no beauty that we fhould 
defire him ; his vifage was fo marred by 
fufFerings more than any man, and his 
form more than the fons of men. For the 
ufage he met with from the world was 
even more difcouraging than his poor and 
lowly appearance. He was delpifed and 
rejedled of the men he came to fave : all 
his life long a man of forrows, and ac- 
quainted with grief, his bofom friend and 
companion night and day, during his pil- 
grimage upon earth. Unheeded and unre- 
garded he walked amongft us, while we, 
not difcerning his glory through the veil 
of flefh caft over it, hid as it were our 
faces from him, and would none of his 
company ; but finding him defpifed by the 
many and the great, we efteemed him not, 
for the very reafon which ought to have 

made 
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made him moft dear unto us. For furely disc. 
the griefs he bare, and the forrows he car- "^* 
ried, were not his own, but ours ; yet we, 
not confidering for whom he fufFered, did 
efteem him the outcaft of heaven and 
earth, ftricken in juft judgment from 
above, fhiitten of God in his anger, and 
afflidted by his heavy difpleafure. And 
indeed he was wounded, but it was for 
our tranfgreffions ; he was bruifed, but our 
iniquities bruifed him ; the chaflifement 
he underwent procured our peace y and 
the ftripes inflifted on his pure and in- 
nocent body, were as balm to heal the 
wounds of our polluted and guilty fouls. 
Our fins were the true caufe of his for- 
rows. All we, the wretched fons of 
wretched Adam, like iheep ever ready to 
wander from the fold, have gone aftray; 
we have turned from the only right way, 
the path of God's commandments, every 
one to his own evil way; and the merci- 
ful Lord, inftead of punifhing us, laid on 
him the iniquities of us all; a burthen, 
which the world could not have fuftained 

a moment. 
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p I s c. a moment. He, the Son of God himiel£= 
.. was fore oppreffed and afflic^d with it ^ 

his foul was exceeding forrowful, even 
unto death. But his love to man was ia« 
vincible, burning and ihining amidfl: a fesi 
of troubles unutterable ; all the . waves of 
afHidlion, which brgke over him, could not 
quench it, neither could the iloods of Be- 
lial drown it. His refolution to iave jus, 
like a branch of the victorious palm, re- 
ceived flxength from the weight laid upoa 
it. He could have commanded the ar- 
mies of heaven to have attended him in a 
moment; but thus it behoved Chriil: to 
fuffer; and therefore the inhabitants of 
the regions of glory, inftead of vindicating 
his innocence, taught the church of the 
redeemed to adore his^ paffionj. which, bit- 
ter as it v^s, (for never was forrow like 
unto his forrow!) extorted not one re- 
pining or complaining word from him. 
He was oppreffed, and he was afflicted; 
yet he opened riot his mouth. He was 
brought to the crofs, all meeknefs and 
quietnefs, as a lamb to the fkughter ; and 

as 
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tts a ^leep before her ihearers, that livelief): disc. 

fKiitraiturc of rcfigned innocence, is dumb, 1. 

h opened he not his mouth, before his 

malicious perfecutors. In his humiliation 

\m judgment was taken away ; the judge 

ofdl the earth was condemned by one 

idx) acknowleged him to be guiltlefs ; and 

though a perfon of fuch high and unfpeak- 

able dignity, that neither men nor angels 

can declare the manner of his generation, 

yet he fhared with iis the lot of mortality, 

and tailed death for every man; he was 

cut off fronx the land of the living, for 

the tranigreifion of the ' people was he 

ftiitten. He, whofc ftyle is, ** the Lord 

•*our righteouihefs,'' died with the wick- 

edf and ^e poiTeffor of heaven and earth 

was beholden to the rich for a grave. Al- 

tiiough he had done no violence, neither 

was there deceit in his mouth, for in his 

peribn mercy and truth met together; yet 

it pleafed the Lord to bruife him, as one 

made fin for us, though he himfelf knew 

no iin ; he hath put him to grief, that we 

might rejoice evermore, feeing he made 

his 
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DISC, his foul an offering, and was accepted 

[_ the Father, as a full, perfeft, and fuffici-* 

ent facrifice, oblation, and fatisfad:ion, for 
the fins of the whole world. According- 
ly, the debt man had contracted being diil 
charged, his fubftitute was releafed from 
the prifon of the grave, and afcended into . 
his glory, where he reaps the fruit of his 
labours. For now he fees his. feed, the 
generation of the faithful converts adopted 
into his family, and made his children; 
he has prolonged his days afad thofe of 
his fpiritual offspring, for ever and ever; 
and the pleafure of the Lord, the work of 
man's falvation, profpers glorioufly in his 
hands. He fees the numerous ilfue of the 
travail of his foul in thofe bitter pangs it 
endured upon the crofs; and efleeming it 
an ample recompence for them all, is fatif- 
fied, and filled with joy. By the knowlege 
of his heavenly dodtrine, to be preached in 
all the world, fhall the righteous fervant 
of Jehovah juflify an innumerable multi- 
tude of all nations, and kindreds, and peo- 
ple, and tongues, who, like the fpangles 

of 
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qJ early dew, or the ftars of the firma- disc. 

ment, fliall fliine evermore by communi- 1. 

cations of his glory; for he has borne 
their iniquities, and done away their fins. 
Therefore, the multitudes of the nations 
are given him for the portion of his inhe- 
ritance, and the ftrong.and mighty king- 
doms of the world, refcued from the ty- 
ranny of Satan, fhall become his ; becaufe 
for them, though they knew him not, he 
hath poured out his foul unto de.ath, and 
was numbered with tranfgreflbrs and male- 
fadors, and bare the fin of Adam and all 
his pofterity; and being hereby exalted to 
the throne of God, there continueth ever 
to make interceflion for you, and for me, 
and for all tranfgreflxjrs. — 

This view of things fo afFe<3:ed the no- 
bleman, and the love of his Saviour thus 
dying for him took fuch entire pofleflion 
of his foul, that when, by the diredtion of 
the fame good Providence that fuperin- 
tended this whole affair, '* they came," as 
they journeyed on, ** to a certain water, he 

** faid," 
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DISC. " faid," in tranfport, "fee, here is wa- 
^"' " tcr ; what doth hinder me to be bap - 
" tifed into the name of this Jesus, whonn 
** thou preacheft ? And Philip faid. If thou 
** believeft with all thine heart, thou may- 
** eft. And he anfwered, and faid, I be- 
** Heve that Jesus is the Son of God. 
" And he commanded the chariot to ftand 
ftill, and they went down both into the 
water, both Philip and the eunuch, and 
he baptifed him And when they were 
come up out of the water, the Spirit of 
the Lord caught away Philip, and the 
** eunuch faw him no more." How care- 
ful ought we to be to fnatch, and improve 
to the utmoft, every opportunity of making 
our calling and election fure ! how watch- 
ful, left the day of falvation pafs unheeded 
away, and the Sun of Righteoufnefs fel 
upon our impenitence and unbelief! Phi- 
lip had other work in great abundance tc 
do, and one fermon had converted the no- 
bleman. " He went on his way rejoicing,' 
full of joy in the Holy Ghoft; and h< 
who came from Ethiopia, Lord treafurei 

to 
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to queen Candacc, made his entrance into disc 

it again in a far different character, that of 1 

an Apoftle of Jefus Chrift ; for as fuch, 
the eccleftaftical hiftorians inform us^ he 
was commifSoned to preach tibe Gofpel to 
his countrymen, the truth of which he 
finally feaied with his blood *• In heaven 
he again beholds the face of his own paftor, 
and father in Chrift. Numbered with the 
fiints of the Moft High in glory everlafting, 
with what pleafure do they now look back 
upon the time they fpent together in the 
chariot, over the liii"* chapter of Ifaiah; 
dttt finall portion of time, produ<9ive of 
fi) much never ending joy and comfort 
to them both ! 

And now, let us make a fuitable applica- 
tbn of this delightful and profitable part 
of iacred ftory. 

When therefore we behold this great 
man laying afide the cares of ftate, turning 
his back on the pomps and vanities of a 
court, and fetting out from a far diftant land 



1 

in 



* Jonin'i Remarks on Ecclef, Hift. vol. i. p. 304. 
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DISC, to pay a vifit to the temple at Jerufalec 
"^' learn we duly to prize the ineftimable bk 
fings of church communion. The hill < 
Sion i^ a fair place, the joy of the whoi 
earth. On its top, filent and refrefhing a 
the dew, defcend the influences of heaven 
and the benedidions of eternity : at it's foo' 
break forth the frefh fprings of divini 
grace, fending abroad the waters of com- 
fort into every land. The Lord hath chofei 
Sion to be an habitation for himfelfj h 
. hath reared his throne of glory in the midi 
of her, and made her to be the refidenc 
of his Spirit. The Lord is in his hoi 
temple. There will he be found of fuc 
as diligently feek him : there is he to b 
worfhipped with holy worfhip : there 
offered the morning and evening facrific 
of prayer and thankfgiving, rendered ac 
ceptable through the meritorious righteou: 
nefs of the Redeemer, that fweet incen; 
which accompanies the prayers of all fain 
to the throne of grace : there the light c 
evangelical dodtrine goeth not out : am 
there is fet forth the fhew-bread of eterna 

life 
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Vife. Who can wonder at the melting disc. 

ftrains poured forth by devout and holy 1 

fouls, excluded, in calamitous times, from 
a participation of fuch invaluable privi- 
leges? ** O how amiable are thy dwel- 
** lings, thou Lord of hofts ! My foul 
" longeth, yea even fainteth for the courts 
" of the Lord ; my heart and my flefh cry 
" out for the living God." How happy is 
our lot, who have not a journey from 
Ethiopia to take, in order to worfhip at 
Jerufalem, but hear the daily call of the 
church founding in our ears ; ** Come unto 
"him all ye that labour and are heavy 
'^ laden, and he will give you reft." Blef- 
fed are they who know the joyful found, 
and fufFer no indulgence, no amufement, 
no employment to prevent their accepting 
fo friendly and loving an invitation. 

Let a fight of this nobleman's great love 
of the Scriptures, thus rewarded by a ma- 
nifeftation of the Mefliah to him, ftir us up 
to afpire after the fame reward, by a like 
ardent defire of underftanding thofe holy 

VOL. II. F books. 
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DISC, books^ which, when underftood, will nop^^ 
^'^" fail to lead us to Chrift. '' He is the eac/ 
" of the law : and to him give all the pro- 
" phets witnefs :*' fo that whether Philip 
had found the nobleman reading in one or 
the other, he would have " begun at the 
" fame Scripture, and preached unto him 
•'Jesus." And the minifter of Chrift, 
who writes after his copy, fhall do well. 
He may not perhaps be able to explain the 
whole : but fhall he therefore explain none ? 
He may err in the interpretation of par- 
ticulars, and fancy he finds Chrift where 
he is not to be found : but is not this bet- 
ter than, by ceafing to interpret, to pre- 
clude the poffibility of finding him where 
he certainly is ? If the dodrine deduced 
be according to the analogy of &ith, the 
fermon will be edifying, even although the 
expofition fhould not be quite exaft, as is 
often the cafe in the homilies of the Fa- 
thers; which, with all their inaccuracies, 
no one can read without being a better 
man ; becaufe, whatever part of the Scrip- 
tures be the fubjeft, the reader is always 

fure 
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fure to find fbme point of Chriftian faith disc. 

or pradice explained and enforced. But if 1, 

the application of the Scriptures to Chrift 
and the concerns of his church be reject- 
ed, becaufe fome are unfkilful in making 
it, an argument is drawn from the abufe 
of a thing againft it's ufe ; the opinion and 
pradice of the church for . 1 700 years fet 
; afide ; the Bible fealed up ; and the Chrif- 
tian commences Jew : for what is the cha- 
raderiftic and fundamental error of that 
Unhappy people, but the not difcerning 
Jcfus of Nazareth in the Scriptures of the 
Old Teftamcnt? If the minifters of the 
Gofpel Twould make the hearts of their 
hearers to burn within them, it muft be by 
an imitation of their bleffed Mailer, who 
wrought that effedt on the two difciples 
going to Einmaus, by " expounding unto 
" them in all the Scriptures the things 

" concerning himself Did not our 

" hearts burn within us, while he talked 
" with us by the way, and while he open- 
" ED to us the Scriptures ?" Permit 
me to recite a ihort paiTage from the writ- 

F 2 ings 
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DISC, ings of the learned and pious Bifhop Ar» - 
"^* drews, who thus accounts for the fynon)^- 
mous ufe of the words propbefying and 
preachings in the New Teftament language, 
We (fays he, that is, the minifters of the 
Chriftian church) do prophefy, as it 
" were, the meaning of ancient prophe- 
" cies : not make any new, but interpret the 
** old well : take off the veil from Mofes's 
" face; find Chrift and the myfteries of the 
" Gofpel under the types of the law ; apply 
** the old prophecies, fo as it may appear 
*' that the fpirit of prophecy is the tefti— 
*« mony of Jesus. And he is the beft pro— 
*' phet now, that can do this beft '." 

But the hiftory we have been confidering 
recommends more peculiarly to our fre- 
quent perufal, and deepeft meditations, that 
portion of holy writ, which was made the 
inftrument, in St. Philip's hands, of bring- 
ing the Ethiopian nobleman to the know- 
lege and faith of Chrift, the liii^ chapter of 
Ifaiah; a chapter, no lefs remarkable for 

* Serm. on Afts ii. 16, et feq. 

the 
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t\ic mighty and wonderful change efFedted disc, 

by it in the heart of another nobleman, of '__ 

our own country. For in the fermon 

preached at the funeral of that extraordinary 

finner, and as extraordinary penitent, the 

Earl of Rochefter, we find the following 

ftriking and ajffed:ing relation. *^ This 

** eftate of mind continued till the liii"* 

** chapter of liaiah was read to him, where- 

*'in there is a lively defcription of the 

** fufferings of our Saviour, and the benefits 

" thereof; by the power and efficacy of 

"which, affifted by his holy Spirit, God 

*' fo wrought upon his heart, that he de- 

*' clared, the myfteries of the paffion ap- 

" peared as plain to him, as ever any thing 

'* did that was reprefented in a glafs ; fo 

" that the joy and admiration, which pof- 

" feifed his foul upon the reading God's 

" words to him, was remarkable to all 

" about him ; and he had fo much delight 

" in his teftimonies, that he begged the 

^* fame might be read to him frequently ; 

** and was unfatisfied, notwithftanding his 

** great pains and weaknefs, till he had 

F 3 ** learned 
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DISC. << learned the liii* chapter of Ifkiah without i 

;_ ** book.*' Let us therefore at all feafbns, 

but more efpecially at the prefent, by a ■ 
frequent perufal of this wonderful chapter, 
recoiled: our thoughts, and compofe our 
fpirits, and foften our hearts, and mortify 
our paffions, and fix our afFedtions on him 
who loved us, and for our fakes fafted, and 
mourned, and wept, and lived poor, and 
died forfaken. *' Let us alfo go (as St. Tho- 
mas once faid), that we may die with 
him ;" that being baptized in the bap- 
tifm of repentance, as the eunuch was by 
Philip in the water, we may die to fin, and. 
arife, as he did, to newnefs of life, with ou :mr 
underftandings prepared to receive, ovl^ 
hearts to love, and our tongues to publifin 
the truth i our hands to work out our faL — 
vation, and our feet to run with delight tb_ c 
way of God's commandments, though it 
lead us through the valley of the fhadow c:>i 
death. Thus we fhall go on our way t:o 
heaven rejoicing in hope, and become pa- 
tient and refigned under all the tribulation^ 
we can fuffer, for our hope's fake. A 

mourn- 
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mournful Lent ftiall terminate in a joyful disc, 
Eajieri and every tear be wiped away at ^"' 
the refurredtion of the juft ; when we fhall 
meet St. Philip and his convert, with all 
thofe who, having performed their appoint- 
ed penance in this world, are admitted to 
the communion of the church triumphant i 
to which God of his infinite mercy vouch- 
ee to bring us all, through the merits and 
mediation of Jefus Chrift, the Saviour of 
finners, the end of the law, and the fulnefs 
of the Goi^^el. 



F4 



DISCOURSE IV 



JESUS RISEN. 



LUKE XXIV. 34. 

J'be Lord is rifen indeed. 

OU R meditations, for this week paft, disc 
have been employed on the forrows ^^* 
and fufFerings of the Son of God, under- 
gone for the fins of the world. We have 
viewed him fold, betrayed, denied, mock- 
ed, fcourged, reviled, and evil intreated, 
crowned with thorns, and nailed to the 
crofs; from thence taken down, and laid 
in the grave, as a man that had been long 
dead i a large ftone placed at the mouth of 
the fepulchre, properly fealed, and the 
Watch carefully fet. During the folemn 
commemoration of thofe days, in which 
the Bridegroom was thus taken away, the 

mirth 
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DISC, mirth of tabrets hath ceafed, and the noifc 

[_ of them that rejoice hath given place to 

the penitential accents of grief and lamen- 
tation. For a little feafon, even the iacred 
mufic of the church hath not been heard i 
but her harp alfo, like that of holy Job, 
** hath been turned to mourning, and her 
** organ into the voice of them that 
" vreep * ;" vrhile either, with one of the 
Maries, (he hath flood under the crofs, or 
watched, with the other, at the grave of 
her Lord. 

/ 

But as a woman, who in her travail haths. 
jCbrrow, becaufe her hour is come, yet af — 
terward remembereth no more the anguifb^ 
£oT joy that a man is born into the world 
with fuch unfeigned exultadon do we omm 

this day celebrate the fecond birth of th 

holy Jefus, from the tomb ; by which hsi 
realized to his defponding difciples, in 
peculiar manner, one of his own beati- 
tudes I " Blefled are they that mourn, fcTr 
^' thay fliall be comforted !" Blefled are 
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diey, who have mourned for the death of disc. 
Chrift, and the fins which occafioned it; ^^' 
for they are the perfons, who will be com- 
forted by the tidings of his refurredtion ; 
their forrow will indeed be turned into joy, 
when they hear that their warfare is ac- 
compliihed, that their iniquity is pardoned ; 
fince he, who died for their fins, is rifen 
again for their jufl:ification. Defervedly, 
therefore, hath this ever been efl:eemed 
the queen of feftivals, worthy to give laws 
to the reft, to appear at the head of the 
holy band, crowned with everlafting joy, 
and hailed by inceflfant Hallelujahs. For 
now it well becometh us to obey that in- 
jtindion, ifiued of old from the Lord, by 
kis prophet Ifaiah ; ** Sing, O ye heavens, 
^* for the Lord hath done it ; Ihout, ye 
'* lower parts of the earth, break forth 
** into finging, ye mountains, O foreft and 
** every tree therein ^ for the Lord hath re- 
" deemed Jacob, and glorified himfelf in 
** Ifrael \" Let fongs of praife, therefore, 
fill the heavens, from the comforted fpirits 

* Ifai. xliv. 23. 

of 



92 y^-^ Ri/en. 
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DISC, of juft men made perfeft, of patriarchs, 
' and prophets, and faints, upon this tri- 
umph of their God, whom they waited 
for. Let the inhabitants of the earth dif- 
fufe in loud acclamations the glorious name 
of the mighty conqueror, who, by Ais re- 
furredtion, hath procured and given an 
earneft of their own. Let mount Sion and 
all her lifter churches break forth into fing- 
ing, and utter the praifes of him who hath 
delivered them from the curfe of the lawv 
and from the guilt of fin, and from the 
power of the fecond death, as well as from 
the dominion of the firft. Let the Gentile 
world, and every tree of righteoufnefs plant- 
ed therein, burft out into fruits of praife 
and thankfgiving for this great manifefta- 
tion of the power and glory of God, in the 
redemption of our nature from the grave. 
Such be the joy produced in heaven arid in 
earth, among angels and men, Jews and 
Gentiles, by the tidings of this day, ** Th« 
'* Lord is rifen indeed.'*. 

The province allotted me at prefent is, 

to 
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to difplay the grounds and reafons of this disc. 

general joy, or to ftate the evidence for the 1_ 

fadl which gives occalion to it, namely, 

the refurredtion of Jefus our Lord, from 

the dead; wrhich being the key-ftone of 

the Chriftian fabric, and the foundation of 

all our hopes, it muft always be a tafk no 

lefs profitable than delightful, to eftablifh 

fo important and comfortable a dodtrine 

upon it's proper bails. 

The evidence for the refurredlion of 
Chrift is of two kinds, predictive and hif- 
torical. From the Old Teftament it ap- 
pears that Meffiah was to rife; from the 
New, that Jefus of Nazareth did rife, and 
therefore is the Meffiah. 

Among the predidtive witneffes, the firft 
place is due to that ancient and venerable 
order of men, ftyled Patriarchs, or heads 
of families, whofe lives and adlions, as 
well as their words, were defcriptive of the 
perfon in faith of whom they lived and 
afted, inftrudting, interceding for, and con- 

dudling 
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DISC, dudting their dependents, as reprefentative 
'_ prophets, priefts, and kings; looking for- 
ward unto the author, and finiftier of their 
faith and ours, who, by dying and rifing 
again, was to exhibit to the world the di- 
vine fulnefs of all thefe charadlers^ to 
teach, to atone, to reign; to bruife the 
ferpent's head; to comfort the fons of 
Adam concerning the work and toil of 
their hands ; to gather, and to blefs the 
nations. The extraordinary incidents, with 
which the hiftory of thefe holy perfons 
aboundeth, the frequent revolutions of their 
aflFairs from the depth of adverfity to the 
height of profperity, brought about by 
the remarkable interpofitions of Heaven ia 
their favour, naturally diredl our attention, 
to parallel circumftances in the after dif- 
penfations of God, to which foregoing* 
ones were defigned to bear teftimony. In 
this light, the hiftory of Ifaac, intention- 
ally ojfFered in facrifice, and received again 
from the dead, in a figure ; of Jofeph, 
fufFering perfecution from his brethren, and 
by them fold into the hands of ftrangers, 

but 
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but afterwards taken from prifon and from disc. 

judgment, exalted to power and honour, 1_ 

and becoming the preferver of men 5 and, 
under the Mofaic difpenfation, the hiftory 
of 'David, anointed to the kingdom, but 
wading through a fea of troubles and for- 
rows to the pofleffion of it ; of Samfbn 
arifing at midnight, difmantling the forti- 
fications of the city where he was con- 
fined as a prifoner, and leading captivity 
captive ; together with the accounts of 
many other temporal faviours and deli- 
verers raifed up to Ifrael in time of need, 
to refcue them from the oppreffion of their 
enemies; all thefe hiftories have been, 
from the beginning, confidered as bearing 
an afped to the exaltation of mankind 
from mifery and fliame to felicity and glory, 
through the fufFerings and refurredlion of 
the Son of God, the champion of the 
church, and Redeemer of the world. And, 
confidered in this view, they will always 
afford matter of inftrudtion, of wonder, 
ind delight, to the pious and difcerning 
Chriftian. 

In 
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D I s c. ^ In the clafs of the predidtive witnefle^ 
__!_ of our Lord's refurredtion, the fecond place 
is claimed by the Law. Nor will it's claim 
be difputed by any one, who fhall refled:, 
that it prophefied until John, executing 
the office of a fchool-mafter, to lead men, 
by material elements and rudiments, to an 
apprehenfion of the fpiritual ideas fignified 
and conveyed thereby, until the Baptift 
fucceeded it in that office -, who, pointing 
to Jefus as he walked, fpake the language 
of it's inftitutions, when he faid, ** Behold 
" the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
** the fins of the world." And indeec3l 
when, after the facramental atonemer^ 
made by the death of the innocent vidtinc^ 
we fee the Levitical high prieft arrayed i 
the garments of glory and beauty 5 wh^^ 
we behold him purifying all the parts <^ 
the figurative tabernacle with blood, axic 
then entering, within the veil, into the 
holiefl: of all, to prefent that propitiating 
blood before the oflfended Majefty of hea-. 
ven ; is it poffible, even though an apoftle 
had not applied all thefe circumft:ances iot 

us. 
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tis, to detain the imagination a moment oise. 
from fixing itfelf on the great high prieft ^^' 
of our profeffion ; the plenary fatisfadtion 
made on . the crofs ; his refurredtion in an 
immortal body, no more to ftand charged 
with iin, no more to fee corruption 5 the 
purification of the church by his precious 
blood J his afcenfion into heaven, and in-^ 
tercefiion for us, ' in the prefence of God ? 
Again, whea we read the command given 
to the prieft, that on the morrow after the 
&bbath he fhould wave a fheaf of the firft 
fmits% as an earneft and fandlification of 
the fiiture harveft; doth it not immediate- 
ly fuggeft to us, that on the fame day, on 
the morrow after the fabbath, Chrift arofe 
from the dead, and became the firft fruits 
of them that flept, the fandification and 
earneft of that harveft which fhall be at the 
end of the world; at which time he, who, 
in the days of his flefli, went on weeping, 
a man of forrows, and acquainted with grief, 
bearing forth the precious feed of the 
Word of life, fhall doubtlefs come again 

^ Levit. xxxiii. u. 

VOL. II. G with 
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DISC, with rejoicing, bringing his fheaves with 

TV 

1_ him. Nor can we, it is apprehended, 

perufe the account of the flowering Rod of 
Aaron, depofited in the moil holy pkce, 
for a perpetual memorial of the inveftiture 
of the priefthood in him and his hxtiSLy ^, 
without being led to refleA on the aicer- 
tainment of the eternal Melchifedekian 
priefthood to the perlbn of Chrift, by the 
reflorefcence of that mortal part, which he 
drew from the ftem of Je^, and which 
hath now taken up it's refidence in heaven 
itfelf, being an everlafting manorial to-- 
God and man, of the true and availing^ 
priefthood and interceflion of the hoi; 
Jefus. 

Next to the Patriarchs, and the Lawv 
the Prophets prefs for admittance, to deli- 
ver their tcftimony ; " for the teftimony of 
<* Jefus (as faith the angel in the Revcla- 
•< tion) is the fpirit of Prophecy *." Some 
of tbefe give their evidence in the antient 
way of figure and emblem; others, with 

<* See Numb. xvii. « Rcr. xix. ip. 

lefs 
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Icfs rcferre, in exprcfs literal declarations, i> i s c. 

Of the former kind is that of Jonah, de- 1_ 

voted for the fafety of the veflel in which 
he failed, detained three days in what he 
ftyleth ** the belly of hell/' and then re- 
ftored to the world again, to preach re- 
pentance to the heathen; circumftances 
too plain and ftriking to need any com- 
thent, after that given by our Lord him- 
fclf ; *^ As Jonas was three days and three 
*^ nights in the whale's belly, fo fhall the 
•* 8on of man be three days and three 
** nights in the heart of the earth ^'* Of 
a like nature is that vifion of Zechariah % 
in which he feeth Jofhua the high prieft 
clothed with filthy garments, which are 
taken from him, and he is clothed with 
change of raiment, and other facerdotal 
ornaments, denoting the purity and glory 
of Chrift, when our iniquity pafled from 
Wm, and he arofe, without fin, unto fal- 
vation. And thus again, the prophecy of 
Haggai, that rhe " glory of the latter 
" houfe Ihould be greater than that of the 



' Matt. xii. 40. « See Zcchar. iii. 

G 2 *• former. 
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DISC, <« former V is as true of the temple of 

1_ our Lord's body, after his refurreflion, 

compared with that before his death, as it 
is of the fecond material temple, compared 
with the firft, on account of the prefence 
of God incarnate in the one, which was 
not in the other, Hofea delivers a predic- 
tion of the reftoration of the church then 
opprefled and afflidted, in terms literally 
applicable to the virtual refurre<5tion of the 
members in the Head of the church. — 
*' Come and let us return unto the Lord; 
<* for he hath torn, and he will heal us ; 
** he hath fmitten, and he will bind us 
up ; after two days he will revive us ; 
in the third day he will raife us up, and 
^* we (hall live in his fight '." But Ifaiah 
is very explicit, and faith, in the perfon of 
Chrift addreffing himfelf to the church; 
^* Thy dead men fhall live, together with 
** my dead body fhall they arife \ awake, 
" and fing, ye that dwell in the duft, for 
** thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the 

^ Haggaiii.9. » Hofea vi. i, 2. 

*' earth 
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<< earth fhall caft out the dead\" And disc 
cKewhere, difcourfing of the Meffiah, he ^^* 
foretelleth exprefsly, that, " when he had 
** made his foul an offering for fin, he 
^* fliould fee his feed, he fhould prolong 
**his days, and the pleafure of the Lord 
" fliould profper in his hands ; that he 
" fliould fee of the travail of his foul, and 
.**be fatisfied; that becaufe he had poured 
" out his foul unto death, God would af- 
" terwards give him a portion with the 
" great ^** I fhall clofe the predictive evi- 
dence with the famous pafTage from the 
xvi*^ Pfalm. ** Thou wilt not leave my 
** foul in hell, neither wilt thou fufFer thy 
" holy one to fee corruption : thou wilt 
^ (hew me the path of life ;" where, as 
St. Peter affureth us, in his fermon, Afts ii. 
David /pake not in his own perfon, but 
' being a prophet, and knowing that God 

* had fworn with an oath to him, that of 
' the fruit of his loins, according to the 

* flefh, he would raife up Chrifl to fit upon 
^ his throne, he feeing this before, fpake 

^ Ifai. xxvi. 19. * Ifai, liii. 

G 3 " of 
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DISC, "of the refurreflion of Chrift, that his fou/ 
'^' " was not left in hell, neither did his flefli 
«« fee corruption/* 

A izdi of fo extraordinary a nature as 
the refurreftion of a body from the dead, 
predifted, as we have feen, at fundry times 
and in divers manners, by the Patriarchs, 
the Law, and the Prophets, cannot be fup- 
pofed to have happened without fufEcient 
witnefles of it's accompliihraent. Thefe 
are now to be coUedked, and made to pafs 
in due order before us. 

And firft, we fliall cite Heaven and Earth 
to give in their evidence; for both o 
, them perceived the power of their Lord at^ 
his /ifing, and both proclaimed it to the 
inhabitants of the world, by thofe awful 
figns and appearances, which ufhered in 
the morning of the refurredtion. At the 
time fore- appointed in the divine counfels, 
" the angel of the Lord defcended from 
" heaven," bringing with him a ftrange 
and more glorious day-fpring, his bright- 

nefs 
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ncfs coyering the heavens, and enlighten- disc. 
ing the world. ^^ His countenance (faith '^* 
** St. Matthew) was like lightning, and 
** his raiment white as fnow ;'* all purity, 
and joy, and triumph, and glory. At this 
manifeftation of fplendour and majefly from 
heaven, the earth trembled and quaked, as 
declaring itfelf unable any longer to detain 
the body which had been committed to it 
for a little feafon. ** Behold, there was a 
** great earthquake ; for the angel of the 
** Lord defcended from heaven, and came 
•* and rolled back the ftone from the door, 
«*and iate upon it/' At the inftant of 
this univerfal commotion, the blefled Jefiis, 
awaking right early from that which 
was but a fleep to him, and will be no 
more to us who believe in him, left the 
bed of death. He arofe, and came forth, 
almighty, all glorious, frefli as the light 
of the morning, a:s a bridegroom proceed- 
ing out of his chamber, as a ftrong man 
prepared to run his courfe; and faying, or 
feeming to fay, ^* I am he that liveth, and 

04 ** was 
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DISC. <f was dead, and behold, I am alive for 
" evermore . 



The next witnefles 'which appear in fa- 
vour of the refurredtion, are the holy An- 
gels. For as the devout women, who came 
betimes in the morning, with a pious but 
peedlefs care, to perform the lalft inftance 
of duty and affedion to the body of their 
Lord, were much perplexed at what they 
faw, lo, two of the inhabitants of heaven, 
ever rejoicing to minifter to the heirs of 
falvation, appeared in robes of glory, and 
reproved them for expefting to find their 
mafter among the tombs, as if it were pof- 
fible that he fliould be holden of death, 
who was to give life tp all. *' Why feek 
*^ ye the living among the dead ? He is 
*V.POt here, he is rifen. Remember how 
•' he fpake unto you, when he was yet in 
*^ Galilee, faying, the fon of man muft be 
*' delivered into the hands of finful men, 
^* and be crucified, and the third day rife 
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«^ again"." As if they had faid, ** How disc, 

** long will ye be ignorant of the divine ^^' 

*^ dilpenfations concerning the Mcffiah, 

•* and continue feeking the Lord of life in 

" the regions of death ? He died, indeed, 

" unto fin once, as he told you he fliould ; 

*'but do you not bear in mind what he 

** told you at the lame time, that, after 

" payment of the debt, he fhould be re- 

^^leafed from prifbn, naming the very day 

" of his difcharge, the third day, which 

" is now come ? He is rifen, as he faid ; 

" and being fo rifen, he dieth no more, 

" death hath no more dominion over him, 

" nor hath he any farther connexions with 

*^ mortality/' The fame heavenly meflen- 

gers were feen by Mary Magdalen in the 

fepulchre, arrayed in white, and fitting, 

the one at the head, and the other at the 

feet,** where the body of Jefus had lain.' 

The grave was now rendered a fcene of joy 

and triumph, where Chrift had overcome 

the fharpnefs of death ; and where, from 

thenceforth, the bodies of the faithful reft 

" Luke jcxiv, 5, 

in 
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DISC, in peace, under the care of heaven, till the 
1_ general refurredtion ; when they fhall be- 
come as the angels of God, and fhall ** walk 
^^ with him in white "":' 

As one fet of witnefles defcended from 
above, to bear teftimony to the refurre&ion 
, of Jefus, fo others afcended, for the iame 
purpofe, from the lower parts of the earth. 
For ** many bodies of iaints which llept, 
** arofe, and came out of their graves after 
<* his refurredtion, and went into the holy 
" city, and appeared unto many p." The 
aftonifhment produced in Jerufalem by the 
fudden appearance of thefe new and unex- 
pected evidences, is more eafily conceived 
than exprefled. We may only obferve, 
that if this fad: had not been as the Gofpel 
reprefents it, it muft have expofed the in- 
ventors of the tale to utter fcorn and con- 
tempt, and proved the ruin of the caufe 
which it was intended to fupport. 

But it is time to allege the many ap- 

• Rev. iii. 4. P MatA. xxvii, 52. 

pearances 
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pearances of Chrift himfelf, after his refur- disc, 
Tedion^ to Mary Magdalen apart; to the ^^' 
other devout women with her ; to the two 
going to Emmaus; to St. Peter, to St. 
James, to the eleven ; to " above five hun- 
** drcd brethren at once ;" to St. Stephen, 
juftbefi:)re his martyrdom; and to St. Paul, 
at his converfion. And fo far were thefe 
witnefles of the appearances of Chrift from 
; being credulous, that they were altogether 
[ iceptical ; God having in a wonderful man- 
' aer provided for the confirmation of our 
\ fiuthy by fuflfering them to doubt. For 
I" not only the reports of thofe who had feen 
[ him were diflbelieved by thofe who had 
not, but when he prefented himfelf in the 
midft of the eleven, they could not credit 
their own fenfes. And when all the reft 
were convinced, Thomas ftill ftood out, 
till ocular and palpable demonftration forced 
from him that ever memorable confeffion. 
My Lord and my God ! ** Thus was 
** there no capacity of mankind, no time, 
** no place, but had vifible proof of the 
** refurredion of Chrift. He appeared 

*' to 
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DISC. <* to, men and women, to clergy and laity, 

[_ <* to finners of both fexes; to weak men 

^^ and to criminals, to doubters and deniers> 
" at home and abroad, in public and in 
** private, in their houfes and their jour- 
" nies, unexpefted and by appointment, 
" betimes in the morning, and kte at night, 
** to his difciples in conjunction, and, to 
** them in difperlion, when they did look \ 
** for him, and when they did not ; he 
" appeared upon earth to many, and to \ 
'* St. Paul and St. Stephen from heaven. 
" So that we can require no greater tefti- 
** mony than all thefe are able to give us, 
** who faw for themfelves and for us too, 
^* that the faith and certainty of the refur- 
*' redion of Jefus might be conveyed to all 
** ages and generations/' 



To enable the apoftles thus to convey it, 
the Spirit of truth himfelf fet his feal to 
this article of our creed, by coming down 
upon them on the day of Pentecoft, and 
beftowing on them wifdom to teach, power 
to confirm, and patience to fulFer for the 

dodlrine 
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dextrine oS . the refurredlion, until, con- disc. 
verted by their preaching, the nations of ^^* 
the earth bore univerfal teftimony to the 
; reality thereof. For that ** a religion 
" which taught men to be meek and hum- 
ble, difpofed to receive injuries, but not 
to do any ; a religion which gave coun- 
** tenance to the poor and lowly, at a time 
"when riches were adored, and ambition 
I ** and pleafure had poflefled the hearts of 
\ "all mankind; that fuch a religion in 
" fuch an age, by the fermons and con- 
" du6t of fifliermen, men of mean breed- 
" ing and illiberal arts, fhould (o fpeedily 
" triumph over the philofophy of the 
" world, and the arguments of the fubtle, 
" and the difcourfes of the eloquent ; the 
" power of princes and the interefts of 
" ftates, the inclinations of nature and the 
" blindnefs of '/eal, the force of cuftcm 
" and the folicitation of paffions, the plea- 
*'fures of fin and the bufy arts of the 
" devil ; that is, againft wit and power, 
" fuperftition and wilfulnefs, fame and 
" money, nature and empire, which are all 
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DISC. ^^ the caufes in this world that can make a 
** thing impoffible ; this, this is to be af- 
^^ cribed to the power of God, and is the 
** great demonftration of the refurre^tion 
^* of Jefus. Every thing was an argument 
*• for it, and improved it ; no objeAion 
** could hinder it, no enemies deftrcy it; 
" whatfoever was for it made the religion 
•• to increafe ; whatfoever was againft it 
•* made it to increafe. If the ChriiHans 
•• had peace, they went abroad and brought 
in converts ; if they had perfecution, the 
converts came in to them. In profpcrity 
they allured and enticed the world by 
the beauty of holinefs ; in afHi<flion and 
" trouble they amazed all men with the 
" fplendour of their innocence, and the glo- 
^* ries of their patience. Quickly there- 
** fore it was, that the world became difci- 
«' pie to the glorious Nazarene, and meii 
" could no longer doubt of the refurrec- 
" tion of Jefus, when it became demon- 
'• ft rated by the certainty of thofe who faw 

*' it, and the courage of thofe who died 

* 

«* for it, and the multitude of thofe who 

^' believed 
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•• bdieved it s who by dieir fermons and disc. 
«* their adions^ by their public offices and ^ ^^' 
difixniries, by feftivals and facraments» 
by arguments of fenfe and experience, by 
reafoQ and religion, by perfuading ra« 
tional men, and eftablifhing believing 
Chriftians, by their living in the obe* 
'^ dience, and dying for the teftimony of 
** Jefus, have greatly advanced his king- 
*^ dom^ and his power, and his glory, into 
** which he entered, upon his refurreftion 
'^ from the dead \ 

Thus we have taken fuch a view, as the 
ofiial time allotted to difcourfes of this 



^ Bifhop Taylor's Moral Vemonftration of the Truth of 

Chrifiianity^ republifhed, fince this Difcourfe was written, 

bf a learned and amiable prelate of our church. May it 

meet witk the fuccefs it deferv^es ; for no trad ever came 

fiom the pen of man, better calculated to difpel thofe 

doubts and difficulties which may arife in the- mind of a 

bdievert or to work conviction and converiion in that of 

the unbeliever, who can bring himfelf to give it a fair and 

attentive perufal. This has ever appeared to me to be it's 

ttse charader^ fince the hour when, with equal furprife 

lod pleaiare, 1 iirft met with it, where it fc^ long lay hid« 

den from the fafhionable world, in the Dit^or Duhitan* 

uttn* 

kind 
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DISC, kind will allow us to take, of the evidefla 
for our Lord's refurredtion, prediftivc and 
hiftorical ; to the completion of which, it 
is hard to conceive any thing wanting, un- 
kfs it were the teftimony of the adverfaiy 
to the truth of the difputed fadt, by the 
futility of an objedlion flarted to overthrow 
it. And with this proof likewife the Ro- = 
man guard, under the direftion of the \ 
Jewifh rulers, has thought proper to fbr- 
nifh us. ** The difciples, fay they, came 
" by night, and ftole him away, while wc 
** flept.'* The difciples dame and ftole the 
body ! They, who all forfook their mafter 
at his apprehenfion, and fled ; they, who 
from that time had abfconded, for fear 
of the Jews, without hope, without cou- 
rage, without contrivance, became all at 
once fubtil in council, and daring in exe- 
cution. They projedled a plan to difplace 
the guard, break the feal^ remove the 
ftone, and refcue the body, in order to 
perfuade the world, that their mafter was 
fifen from the dead. And all this they 
efFedled, not with the precipitation of men. 

engaged 
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engaged in a bad defign, who feared a dif- disc. 
covery, and would therefore have haftily ^^y. 
feized the body, wrapped as it was in the 
fepulchral veftments ; but with all the com- 
pofed fedulity of domeftics, carefully dif- 
entangling it from the linen clothes, and 
then depoliting them in the exafl-eft order* 
It is now proper to enquire, where were 
the foldiers appointed to watch the fepul- 
chre^ all this while ? What were they do- 
ing ? . The anfwer is ready ; they were 
afleep. Notwithftknding the rigour of the 
Roman difcipline, and the care that would 
doubtlefs be taken to feled: proper men 
upon this great occafion, yet the difciples 
came and ftole the body, " while they 
" flept." But did they indeed fleep ? Did 
they all fleep ? Determine then, ye Jews 
and infidels, what degree of credit is due 
to the teftimony of men concerning what 
happened, when, by their own confeflion, 
they were afleep ! This idle tale, which 
thus carries it*s own confutation with it, 
could have been the offspring only of a 
corrupt and infatuated Sanhedrim, to whom 

VOL. !!• H the 
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DISC, the watch told what had happened — not 
, that the difciplcs came and ftole the body 

while they flept — but that, while they 
were half dead with fear, at beholcSng the 
heavens around them in a blaze of glory, 
and feeling the earth under them trem- 
bUng from it's centre, the Galilean arofe 
from the dead, to the confufion of all his 
enemies. But to ftifle this evidence, and 
prevent the report from fpreading, the fol- 
diers had large money given them by the 
chief priefts (and indeed the work defend- 
ed the wages) to propagate a ftory fo ab- 
fiird and fhamelefs, that, inftead of invali- 
dating the truth of the refurredtion, it is 
of itfelf fufficient to make any man believe 
it, who was before determined to the con- 
trary. 

■ 

If therefore the patriarchs, the law, and 
the prophets ^ if heaven and earth -, if an- 
gels from above, and the dead from be- 
neath ; if the appearances of Chrift him- 
felf on earth and from heaven 5 if the Spi- 
rit of truth, with all his gifts and graces ; 

if 



"J ejus Rifen. 11$ 

if the miracles of the apoftles, the lives of disc. 

IV 

faints, the fufFerings of confeflbrs, and the L- 

deaths of martyrs ; if the converfion of the 
world to the faith of a crucified Saviour, 
without power, wealth, or learning ; if the 
church, with the antiquity, univerfality, 
and confent of her inftitutions and fervices 
for above feventeen centuries, from the day 
on which Chrift was firft feen by the 
deven after his refurreftion, to this hour, 
in which we are now aflembled for the 
commemoration of it; and laftly, if the 
obje(3tions of the adverfary eftablifhing the 
truth which they were intended to fubvert ; 
that is to fay, in one word, if all the evi- 
dence which God can give, or man receive, 
be fufficient to prove a matter of fadt ; then 
may we evermore rejoice, and eveimore let 
us therefore rejoice, in all the glorious con- 
fequences of the propofition in the text — 
" the Lord is rifen indeed." 
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DISCOURSE V. 



THE -RESURRECTION OF THE BODY. 



PHIL. III. 20, 2U 

Frm whence alfo we look for the Saviour ^ the Lord 
Jefus Chriji j who Jhall change our vile body^ 
that it may befajhioned like unto his glorious body^ 
according to the working whereby he is able even 
tofubdue all things to himfelf. 

THE text treats of a moft amazing disc. 
change to be one day wrought in ^* 
the bodies of men, as alfo of the perfon' 
who is to eiFeft it, namely, our Lord Je- 
fus Chrift. And indeed, «* we trufted it 
" had been he who fhould have redeemed 
** Ifrael from all his troubles." But are 
We " ftrangers in Jerufalem, and know not 

H 3 '' tha 
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DISC, <* the things that have come to pafs there 
' *' within thefe days ;" that this fame Jefus, 
falfely accufed, through envy, by the no- 
bles of Judah, has been caft into the den 
of lions, with a ftone brought and laid 
upon the mouth of the den, and fealed 
with a iignet, that the purpofe might not 
be changed conternirig him *, nor any pof- 
Ability remain of his efcaping from thence ? 
In this flate, he is by no means able to 
perform the great work afcribed to him in 
the text. For it muft be obferved, that 
though he be indeed God over all, he is not 
thfe Savibuf'j without his Humanity. Though 
the faifing the dead be an aft of Omnipb- 
tence, and confequently one which muft 
be wrought by his Divinity, yet it is not 
Jefus Chrift that does it, unlefs the Divi- 
nity does it in Jefus. And thus the text 
runs — " We . look for the Saviour, the 
*^ Lord Jejiis'' But from whence do we 
look for him ? From the fepulchre ? No : 
from heaven j ** Our converfation is in 
^* heaven y from whence we look for the 

^ Dan. vi. 17. 

** Saviour.'* 
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** Saviour/' Surely then ** the God whom disc. 
** he ferved has delivered him from the ^* 
" power of the lions */' Surely " the king 
" has fcnt and delivered him, the prince of 
'* the people has let him go free%'* "He 
" is efcaped as a bird out of the fnare of 
*' the fowler : the fnare is broken, and he 
" is delivered ^" and fled away towards 
heaven. For how fhould a peribn, once 
laid in the grave, come from heaven, unlefs 
he were iiril rifen, and afcended thither? 
Four days ago he was carried captive 
into the kingdom of death, and confined 
in that ftrong city, the grave ; and now 
we look for him to come from heaven. 
For thus doth the prophet Ifaiah moft 
magnificently defcribe him returning to 
his capital, from the land of the enemy, 
after his paflion ; ^' Who is this that 
*' Cometh from Edom, with died garments 
** from Bozrah ; this that is glorious in his 
''apparel, travelling in the greatnefs of his 
" ftrength ? I who fpeak in righteoufnefs 

** Dan. VI. 22, 27. *^ Pf. cv. 20. 

* Pf. cxxiv. 7. 

H 4 ** mighty 
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DISC. « mighty to fave*/' Well therefore may 
, we ** look for the Saviour from heaven," 

for thdre moft certainly he is. And from 
thence, as the text affirms, he (hall as cer- 
tainly come, to raife us. He who died on 
the crofs to redeem, who rofe from the fe- 
pulchre to juftify, and who fent his Spirit 
from heaven to fanftify our fouls, he, even 
he, fhall come to glorify our bodies, and 
finifh his work. And then fhall we hear 
from the throne the voice of mighty 
thunderings, faying, it is done. I am 
Alpha and Omega, the firft and the laft, 
*^ the beginning and the end. I will give 
*« unto him that is athirft of the water of 
'^ life freely." May we not therefore ad- 
drefs the world in the words of Mofes*s 
divine Song, and fay, ** Give ear, O ye 
** heavens, and he will fpeak ; and hear, 
*rO earth, the words of his mouth. His 
** dodlrine Ihall drop as the rain, and his 
** fpeech fhall diftil as the. dew ^ ;" for, as it 
is elfewhere written, his ** dew is as the 
^' dew of herbs, and the earth fhall cafl 

*^ Ifai. Ixiii. i. ^ Deut, xxxii. i. 

** out 
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'' out the dead«/' The dew, like himfclf, d^sc. 

arifes from earth, but we look for it from 1, 

heaven ; ** from whence alfo we look for 
•* the Saviour, the Lord Jefus Chrift, who 
** fliall change our vile body, that it may 
^* be fafhioned like unto his glorious body, 
*'. according to the working, whereby he 
" is able even to fubdue all things to him- 
** felf," 

Let us then confider Chrift coming from 
heaven as a Saviour. 

» 

Man confifts of two parts, both of which 
ftand in need of a Saviour, becaufe both 
fell, and became fubjeft to the deftroyer. 
The falvation here fpoken of is plainly the 
lalvation of the body, not excluding that 
of the foul, but perfedive of it. For if 
Chrift be here denominated a Saviour, be- 
caufe he comes to change the body, then 
is he here fpoken of as the Saviour of the 
body, which he comes to change. Now, 
a Saviour is one that delivers us from our 

5 Ifai, xxvi. 19. 

enemies. 
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» 

DISC, enemies, as it is written — " He hath raifec 
, ** up an horn of falvation for us — that wc 

" (hould be faved from our enemies ^/ 
But the enemy that deftroys the body it 
death, and therefore the body cannot b< 
faved from that enemy without a refurrec- 
tion, nor can Chrift be it's Saviour, unlefs 
he raife it from the dead. But the apoftle 
here ftyles him the Saviour, with reipedt to 
the body ; therefore he will be it's " refur- 
** redlion and it's life, and whofoever be- 
" lieveth in him, though he were dead, yet 
'' fhall he live." 

Indeed, the work of redemption is left 
unfinifhed, if this be not the cafe. For 
notwithftanding the fufferings and refur- 
redion of Chrift, *^ the whole creation 
** groaneth, and travaileth in pain together, 
" until now; and not only they, but our- 
*' felves alfo, which have the firft fruits of 
** the Spirit, even v/e ourfelves groan with- 
*' in ourfelves, waiting for . the adoption,- 
*^ to wit, the redemption of the body*/*' 

^ Luke i. 69--*7u ^ Rom. viii. 22. 

This^ 
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This, and this only, crowns and makes ef- d i s c, 

feftual the labours of the Redeemer. *« For ' 

**this end (fays the apoftle) Chrift both 
** died, and rofe, and revived, that he might 
" be Lord, both of the dead, and of the 
** living^." And again, ** he hath ap- 
" pointed a day in which he will judge 
''the world by that man whom he hath 
'* ordained ; whereof he has given affurancc 
** unto all men, in that he raifed him 
" from the dead ^" Chrift was incarnate 
that he might die, he died that he might 
rife, he arofe that he might afcend, he 
afcended that he might take pofleffion of 
• his kingdom, and he took pofleffion of his 
kingdom that he might raife the dead, 
and judge the world. ^* The God of our 
'* fathers (fays St. Peter) raifed up Jefus, 
*' whom ye flew, him hath God exalted with 
** his right hand" — for what end ? — *' To 
** be a prince, and a Saviour "*." He there- 
fore that has *' done fo great things for us 
** already, whereof we do rejoice, yea, and 

^ Rom. xiv. 9. ^ Adlsxvii. 31. 

* Afts V. 30. 

*< will 
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DISC. <' will rejoice," will never leave us in our 

^ enemy's hand, but " fhall reign till he has 

** put all enemies under his feet;'* and we 

know, ** the laft enemy that fhall be de- 

** ftroyed is Death.'* 

Again, He who is eternal truth, and 
who promifed to raife Chrift, has promifed 
to raife us. He has fulfilled one part of 
his promife, and therefore will accomplifh 
the other. 

Nor is this all. But fuch is the intimate 
union between Chrift and us, that his re- 
furredtion in effedt is ours ; and we are 
looked upon by our heavenly Father as 
already rifen in his beloved Son. For we 
muft confider Chrift as fufFering and rifing, 
not for himfelf alone, but for us. We muft 
not view him as a private perfon, as a fingle 
individual, but as the reprefentative and 
fubftitute of human nature, and of all the 
perfons in that nature i we muft view him 
as the fecond Adam, containing in his loins 
all who are or fhall be born of the will of 

God^ 
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C5od, of incorraptible feed, by fpiritual re- disc. 

generation; as in the loins of the firft ^ 

Adam lay all his pofterity, afterwards born 

of the will of man, of corruptible feed, by 

natural generation. In this capacity, as 

furcty and father of us all, he entered the 

grave, and lay under the arreft of death, 

fcr our fin 5 and in this capacity he arofe 

from the grave, and came forth, for our 

juftification; that as ** in Adam all died, 

"even fo in Chrift fhould all be made 

" alive/' The words therefore, which he 

fpake, are fulfilled; " Becaufe I live, ye fhall 

^* live alfo °/' For if Chrifl; be rifen in our 

iiature, then our nature is rifen in Chrift ^ 

and if our nature be rifen, then they who 

partake of that nature Ihall rife too. We 

are, as the apoftle fpeaks, a-vfjL^vTot, «^ plant- 

" ed together in the likenefs of his death," 

that we may grow together *' in the like- 

*' nefs of his refurredlion." He Jbr us, 

and we in him ; that " the fame Spirit 

^' which raifed the Lord Jefus from the 

^' dead, may alfo quicken our mortal bo- 

^ John xiv. 19. 

«' dies." 
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DISC. « dies**/* For who axnongft us ever hear(= 
^* of a living head joined to dead members s 
Now that he is joined to us is moft certain 
For when the foot was bruifed on e^rth 
the head from heaven cried out^ as fei^^bk:^ 
of the pain, " Saul, Saul, why perieculej? 
** thou ME ?" The head^ Jiftod up irott 
the waters which had overwhelmed it^ 
drew in tlie breath of the Spirit of life, tp 
enliven and invigorate every member of i 
the body. And though the members arc, 
as yet, wading through thofe waters, and 
being covered with the waves, live only 
by their vital union with the exalted head, 
yet have they this promife, on which they 
may with confidence rely — " I, when I 
** am lifted up, will draw all men ,untQ 
•' me^" The Apoftle ohferves, that *' if 
" any^ one member be honoured, all the 
'* members rejoice with, it^" How much 
more muft this be the cafe, when ** the 
" head is become as the mofl fine gold, 
•* and on it are many crowns ; '* when 

* Rem. viii. ii. p John xii. 32. 

^ I Cor. xiii. 26. 

«« all 
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^^ Ai the kingdoms of this world are be- disc, 
** <3on^ the kingdoms of our Lord, and ^* 
** hisChrift;" which Chrift is *' the head 
^* of the church, and he is the Saviour of 
^* Ae body/' It is an acknowleged axiom, 
^at a« is the root, fuch are the branches. 

If then the root, though fet in dry ground, 
Tct through the influences cf heaven, and 
the water of life, became full of immor- 
tality, how fhall not the branches partake 
of that immortality which the root re- 
txives only to beflow it upon them, as it 
is written ; *' The father hath given to the 
"fon to have life in himfelf, that he 
** fhould give eternal life to as many as he 
**has given him'." He is the root, we 
are the branches* He is the firft be- 
gotten from the dead: therefore others, 
whom ** he is not afhamed to call bre- 
" thren,*' fhall be begotten from the dead, 

(and declared the fons of God, as he was, 
by their refurredtion, and the power of the 
Almighty. Many other Scripture illuft ra- 
tions of the fame point might be adduced ; 

' John xvii, 2; 

but 
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DISC, but thefe are fufficient. Well then migk. 
^* the apoftle argue, as he does, in that truL^ 
irrefragable manner ; " Now, if Chrift b^ 
" preached, that he rofe from the dead, 
** how fay fome among you, that there is 
/* no refurrediion of the dead ? But if 
** there be no refurredtion of the dead, 
*' then is Chrift not rifen ; and if Chrift 
** be not rifen, then is our preaching vain, 
** and your faith is alfo vain. Yea, and 
'* we are found falfe witneiTcs of God; 
" becaufe we have teftified of God, that 
*^ he raifed up Chrift, whom he raifed not 
'^ up, if fo be that the dead rife not. For 
" if the dead rife not, then is not Chrift 
** raifed. And if Chrift be not raifed, your 
** faith is vain, ye are yet in your fins. 
** Then they alfo, which are fallen alleep 
" in Chrift, are periftied. If in this life 
** only we have hope in Chrift, we are of 
^* all men moft miferable. But now is 
" Chrift rifen from the dead, and become 
'' the firft fruits of them that flept." The 
firft fruits are prefented by the great high 
prieft. '' On the morning after the fabbath, 

«* he 
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^'ke waved them before Jehovah/' Then disc 
Ae heavens were bowed, and the earth * 
flioA. And meet it was, when the fheaf 
of Jofeph thus arofe and ftood upright, 
Aat every (heaf in the field fhould make 
obeifoice * ; that every knee fhould bow, of 
^gs in heaven, and things on earth, 
and every tongue confefs that Jefus is 
ton!*; that he is the Jirji -fruit s, forefhew- 
ing, fandlifying, and infuring that future 
harveft, which will be at the end of the 
world I that he is the firft-fruits of them 
that Jleptf and therefore that they who are 
in the graves *' are not dead,, but fleepj" 
and ** if they fleep in him, they fhall do 
"well." For yet a little while, and he 
will call from heaven to his people, fay- 
ing in the words of his prophets — " A- 
"wake, and fing, ye that dwell in the 
"duft," and let the voice of melody be 
heard through all the chambers of the 
grave : ** Awake up, my glory, awake 
" lute and harp ; awake, thou that fleepeft ; 
" fhake thyfelf from the duft ; awake, 

■ Gen. xxxvii. 7. ' ^ Philipp. ii. 10. 

VOL. II. I *• awake. 
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DISC. <« awake, utter a fong; break forth into 
. " joy, fing together, ye wafte places of 

** Jerusalem, for the Lord hath comforted 
** his people, he hath redeemed Jerufalem. 
*' Hath he faid, and fhall he not do it ? 
•* I will redeem them from death, I will 
** ranfom them from the power of the 
'* grave ; O death, I will be thy plagues, 
** O graye, I will be thy deftrudion. Rc- 
^* pentance fhall be hid from mine eyes* I 
*' am Jehovah, and change not." 

But how is this falvation to be efFefted ? 
The text expreffes it by a change^; ^* Who 
** /hall change our vile body." And other- 
wife than by a change from the ftate in 
which it is to one very different, the deliver- 
ance cannot be wrought ; fince the fubjecft 
of it is a body now vile. In the original it is 
o-afAO, Tfi^ Ta,7retvct)(ncof tjfjLMV, the body of our hu^ 
miliation. Humiliation implies a fall from 
fome higher flate. And fuch a fall our na- 
ture has fufhined. For though the body 
of man was originally formed out of the 
earth, it was of the earth, before the curfe 

of 
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of corruption was inflided upon it. " God disc. 
** created man to be immortah and made ^' 
"him an image of his own eternity'^ 
Other things were produced by the word 
of his power, but man by the counfel of 
the eternal Three, who faid, ** Let us 
"make man." The workmanfhip enno- 
bled the materials; the hand of the Al- 
mighty beftowed perfedtion as it paffed 
upon them, and the creature rofe under it, 
beautiful in his form, excellent in his 
glory, the moft perfed: image of his Maker. 
There was no feed of corruption within, to 
caufe difeafe and deformity without \ no 
contending paffions in the foul, like moths 
to fret and wear out it's garment the body. 
The foul, clothed with the Spirit of Holi- 
nefs, was all glorious within, and could 
not but communicate fome portion of it's 
excellence to it's earthly tabernacle, there- 
by rendering matter a fit companion for an 
upright fpirit, breathed into it from above. 
God made not fin, neither !iath he plea- 
fure in the punifhment of it. But man 
chofe it. And behold what dcftrudtion it 

I 2 hath 
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DISC, hath brought upon the earth, and upon ou^ 
^* body formed out of it. What dreadfiu^ 
attendants has this ravager of the worl^ 
introduced ! Corruption, and fhame, ancf 
mifery, and trouble, and infirmity, and de- 
formity, and forrow, and death. The foul 
is become a fea, whereon the paffions, like i 
winds, flrive for the maftery^ fhaking the 
earthly frame with divers difeafes, and fun- 
dry kinds of death. It is now *' a body of 
" fin;'* and what wonder, that it fhould be 
" a body of Ijiumiliatipn ?" Sin has laid 
it low, even to the duft. Pamper it with 
the luxuries of fea and land, array it in 
gold and diamonds, it will be ftill the 
fame. Only undraw the curtains of afilic- 
tion, and you view it languifhing upon the 
bed of ficknefs ; unlock the doors of the 
grave, or enter the fecret receflfes of the 
charnel-houfe, and you behold it ftripped 
of the world's tinfel pomps and vanities, 
reduced to putrid flefh, mouldering duft, 
and dry bones f no longer aWe to difguife 
or difown it's original; brought at laft to 
know itfelf, and introduced to an acquaint- 
ance 
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ance proper for it, <* earth to earth, afhes disc. 
•• to afhes, duft to duft/' Here then, O ^' 
thou, whofoever thou art, that delighteft 
to contemplate the dignity and redtitude of 
human nature, here fit down, and begin 
thy meditations. Is it thus, that virtue 
\% it's own reward ? Or fay, is the body 
no part of the man ? If it be, why is it 
in thiis ftate ? Or how is it to be changed ? 

r 

Men talk much of the moral fenfe. Can 
the moral fenfe acquaint us with the refur- 
reftion of the dead? Reafon is placed on 
the throne, and her kingdom, it is faid, 
tuleth over all. Can reafon difcover the 
change of corruption into glory ? We 
know fhe cannot ; and when fhe fpake 
upon the fubjed at Athens, her language 
was — " What will this babbler fay ?" 

Nay, fince that time, we have heard her 
muttering from the duft, hf the mouth of 
certain philofophers — *' How are the dead 
^* raifed up, and with what body do they 
*' come ? " With what body, O man, 
ihould they come, but the body with which 

I 3 they 
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DISC, they went ? What body fhould be raife^ 
. from the grave, but the body that was laic/ 

in the grave ? Had we ktn Jofeph of Ari- 
mathea depofit the Redeemer of the world 
in the fepulchre, and been told, that Re- 
deemer fliould arife again, could any one 
have thought of aflcing, " with what body 
'* he Ihould come ?" Whether with the 
body which he had, when he went with 
his parents to Jerufalem, at twelve years 
old; or the body he had at twenty; or | 
the body hp had at thirty, when he begaa 
his miniftry ? Upon this fubjedl two men, 
of equal abilities, might difpute, if they 
were to live fo long, till Chrift came in 
the clouds to judgment, and found them 
doubting whether he were rifen or not, be- 
caufe they could not conceive, with what 
body he fhould rife, or how it was confift- 
ent with the juftice of God, to raife and 
reward one body only, when, as they ap- 
prehend, he was bon> in one body, lived 
in another, and fufFered in a third; be- 
caufe, it is faid, the body undergoes a 
. thorough change in a certain term of years. 

This 
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This metaphyfical argument, therefore, disc. 
though feemingly no more than a diffi- ' 
culty propofed as to the manner of our re- 
furreftion, really ftrikes at the truth of the 
article of Chrift's refurredtion, and is cal- 
cukted to darken the counfel and Reve- 
lation of the Moft High, by words with- 
out knowlege : fo much without know- 
lege, that the plain matter of fad: is a fuf- 
ficient anfwer. Jefus Chrift was laid in 
the fepulchre, and the fame Jefus Chrift 
arofe out of the fepulchre. And if it were 
fo with his natural body, why fhould it be 
otherwife with his myftical ? The Scrip- 
tures are clear that it will not. For as they 
who are alive at Chrift's coming, are to be 
*^ changed in the twinkling of an eye^" 
and, confequently, that body muft be 
changed which is found at the inftant of 
his coming, and no other; fo they that 
are in their graves (hall come forth to be 
changed likewife, and, confequently, thofe 
bodies only muft be changed that were 
laid in the graves. " Who fhall change 
" our vile body," fays the text : therefore 

I 4 the 
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DISC, the vile body muft be there to be changed. 
^' Otherwife it would not be a change, fi%r<L^ 
a-x^^f^ArmSy a transformation, or transfigura* 
tion, of vile into glorious, but a fuBJiitutm 
of glorious for vile. It is this mortal, and 
this corruptible; tuto to S-wyroi^j this very 
mafs of mortality and corruption. ** It 
^* is fown, IT is raifed." The fame, in 
fhort, may be faid to thefe objeftors, which 
Chrift faid to the Sadducees. upon a like 
- occafion; ** Ye do greatly err, not knowing 
" the Scriptures, nor the power of God." 
For if you knew the power of God, you 
would know that he can do it ; and if you 
knew the Scriptures, you would know that 
he will do it. And if they fay he will do 
it,, all the objections in the world fhew 
but one thing, namely, " an evil heart of 
•* unbelief" in the objedtors. For fince 
the Scriptures (and particularly the procefs 
in EzekieFs vifion of the refurredlion) 
plainly fhew, that the body is firft to be 
raifed, and all the parts of it put together, 
before the change takes place, nothing re- 
mains, but an atheiftical denial of the power 

of 
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(fGod to colled: the parts, and put them disc, 
together, a denial that he, who made all ^* 
things of impalpable duft, and beheld the 
fubitahce of the world, before two atoms 
of it were joined : who formed the body of 
man out of thofe created for that purpofe, 
and diiTolves and difperfes them at plea-- 
fiire ; a denial that he can colled them again 
when difperied ; a denial that the Almighty 
can do this. Only fuppofe a man not igno- 
rant of the power of God, and all diffic\il- 
; tics vanifh. For then, whether the duft 
lie quiet in the grave, or be blown to the - 
four winds, or be entombed in a whale, or 
buried in the great deep, it is equally un- 
der the eye of the omnifcient, and the 
power of the omnipotent. Thefe are all 
his ftorehoufes and repofitories, to be open- 
ed by him who has the keys of hell and 
death, when the fea fhall deliver up the 
dead that are in it, and death and hell de- 
liver up the dead that are in them : when, 
as the fame Jonas came out of the whale, 
and the fame fon of man from the heart of 
the earth, fo the fame bodies of faints, that 

lay 
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DISC, lay down at night, fhall arife in the morn-* 

* ing* God is not unrighteous, that he 

fhould forget the body's work and labour 

of love. From thofe eyes, which have 

poured forth tears of repentance, fhall all 

tears be wiped, and they fhall be bleffed 

with the vifion of the Almighty. Thofe 

hands which have been lifted up in prayer, 

and flretched out to the poor, fhall hold 

the palm of victory, and harp of joy. 

Thofe feet which have wearied themfelves 

in going about to do good, fhall fland in 

the courts of the Lord, and walk in the 

garden of God, and in the flreets of the 

new Jerufalem. That flefh which has been 

chaflifed and mortified, fhall be rewarded 

for what it has fuffered \ nay, the very 

hairs of our heads are all numbered ; how 

much more, then, the parts of our bodies? 

** Tliis (fays the RefurreSlion himfelf ) is 

*^ my father's will that has fent me, that 

** of ALL which he has given me, IIAN 

" ^i^ooKt fjLoi, I fhould lofe nothing, but 

** raife it up at the lafl day"." We might 

* John vi. 39. 

indeed 



V. 
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indeed follow the objedtors to the refurrec- disc, 
tion into the pold obfcure of metaphyfic. 
But what has been alleged from the Scrip- 
tures, and the power of God revealed in 
thofe Scriptures (the only topics of argu- 
mentation upon fubjedls of this nature), 
overturns the foundation of every thing the 
objedtors have to offer ; and it will, I pre- 
fume, be mucli more profitable, to lay 
open from the Scriptures the manner in 
which this change is to be wrought. 

The greatnefs of the change appears 
from this, that ** our vile body" is to be 
" fafhioned like unto Chrift*s glorious 
" body." Of this he was pleafed to give 
a fpecimen to Peter, and James, and John, 
and in them to all his difciples, who, by 
faith and devotion, will accompany their 
mailer, in ** the body of his humiliation," 
to the top of mount Tabor. There they 
may behold an enfampie of this moft amaz- 
ing change ; the povvcr of the higheft, 
which dwelt in Chrift, diffufing iifcif out- 
wardly, till he appeared all over exceeding 

glorious. 
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©ISC. glorious, his face ihining like the fun, and 
^' his raiment becoming white as the light^ 
Who is not ready to fay, ** It is good 
** for us to be here, to behold the fair 
" beauty of the Lord, even the gloty of 
*• God in the face of Jefus Chrift ?" But 
here we muft not ftay, becaufe he did not. I 
For though, at the brightnefs before hini, 
the cloud pafled, and the fun for a little 
Ivhile appeared in his flrength, the cloud 
foon returned and overlhadowed him, and 
he entered into it. He defcended from the 
mount of transfiguration to tKe heart of the 
earth, and then ** there was darknefs over 
** all the land;" but he foon went up to an^ 
higher mountain than Tabor, was agaiifc. 
transfigured, and introduced a day, whicl^ 
no cloud fhall ever overcaft more. He be — 
came, as it was foretold that he fhould do ^ 
** as the light of the morning when th«"« 
'* fun arifes, even a morning withou- 



^ See the refurredlion of the body in an ingenious 
beautiful manner illuilrated from the transfiguration 
Chrift, by the Reverend Mr. Holmes, in his exceller^t 
Sermon on that fubje^. 

** clouds. ^^ 



ft 

€1 



T^be RefurreSiion of the Body. 141 

^* clouds*." The world indeed fees him disc. 

uQXi hut to us, who believe, a door is ^' 

'< opened in heaven, and behold a throne 

let, like the fiery flame, and it's wheels 

as burning fire, and one fits on it, to 

^^ look upon like a jafper, and a fardine 

**ftonei his garment white as fiiow, and 

" the hairs of his head like the pure wool ; 

^^ his eyes as a flame of fire^t and his feet 

"like unto fine brafs, as if they burned 

" in a furnace, and his countenance as the 

'* fun fhineth in his fl:rength^" " Beloved 

'^ (fays St. John) it does not yet appear 

** what we fhall be;'* but this we know, . 

that ** when we fliall appear, we ihall be 

** like him, for we fhall fee him as he is, 

** and, by feeing him, be transformed into 

* • the lame image, from glory to glory." He 

lias power, as the text informs us, to fubdue 

^U things to himfelf, becaufe he is the Al- 

rnighty God, and this power he will exert 

on our bodies. Yet a little while, and he * 

will rend the-heavens, and come down, and 



^ 



* 2 S^tn. xxiii. 4. 

y Dan. vii. 9. x. 6. Rev. i, 14. 

heaven 
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DISC, heaven and earth will be filled with the 
overflowing flood of the majefl:y of his 
glory, ** as the waters cover the fea ;" the 
heavens over our heads melting away be- 
fore it, and the mountains flowing down, 

» 

in liquid fire, at it's prefence. At that 
inftant, *' when the fhriek of millions, 
** fearfully crying out, fhall mingle with 
** the trumpet of the archangel, with the 
** thunders of the departing heavens, and 
** the noife of a world fhaking into diflb- 
** lution,'' at that inflant, ** the dead ihall 
•^ be raifed, and wc fhall be changed." 
Changed not by the corruptible be- 
ing taken away, and the incorruptible 
introduced in it's room, but by a fuper- 
induftion of the incorruptible upon the^ 
corruptible. For thus fays the apoflle — - 
** We that are in this tabernacle do groarr 
** carneflly, defiring to be clothed upon witim 
** our houfe which is from heaven. Not 
** for that we would be unclothed^* or lofe 
the earthly body, ^' but clothed upon,'' with 
a fuperinveftiture of the houfe from heaven, 
namely, the divine light, which is to enwrap 

and 
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tx\A inveft the mortal body, as a gar- disc. 
ment. And not only inveft it outwardly, ' 
as a garment, but, by the divine energy of 
its almighty power, penetrate and pierce 
through and through it's moft intimate 
fubftance, till it has converted, fubdued, 
wwked and changed it all into itfelf, fb 
that mortality is fwallowed up of life, and 
corruption quite abforbed and loft in the 
ocean of the all -encircling glory. Then 
ihall the righteous be feen ftanding, vie- 
tprious, through faith in Jefus, transform- 
ed (to compare the things of this world 
H^ith thofe of another) from the darknefs 

_ ^ 

of duft and afhes, to the clear tranfparency 

of glafs, the pure luftre of diamojids, the 

inconteivable agility of light, and the per- 

fcft impaflibility of heaven. No reafon- 

able man can complain, that the Scriptures 

are not explicit enough upon the fubjedt. 

But the transformatipn of mortality into 

glory is one of thofe things of God, which 

the natural man never will knoW, or dif- 

cern. Though furely, if nature teach 

any religion, it is the Chriftian^ if fhe 

preach 
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DISC, preach any dodlrine^ it is this refurredHon 
\ and change. And were not the bcx)k of 
nature^ as well as that of grace, become a 
fealed book, what man, that ever travelled 
with the earth, through the vicifStudes of 
a year, could deny a refurre<5lion ? Aft 
the furrows of the field, and they fliall :ell 
thee. For ** except a corn of wheat fall 
'" into the ground^ and die, it abideth 
** alone 5 but if it die, it bringeth forth 
** much fruit." The parts of the feed can- 
not fpring afrefh, till they have been firft 
diflblved. It is true, the hufbandman fow- 
eth only bare grain ; but it arifes, ** clothed 
** upon '* with a beautiful verdure. And 
« if God fo clothe the grafs of the field," 
how much more fliall he clothe your mor- 
tal bodies with a glorious immortality, 
ye of little faith r But why need we take 
the compafs of a year ? Every twenty- 
four hours there is a rehearfal, in nature, 
of man's death and refurreftion. Every 
evening, the day, with it's works, dies into 
darknefs and the Thadow of death. All 
colours fade, all beauty vaniflies, all labour 

and 
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wd motion ceafe, and every -creature, disc, 
I veiled in darknefs, mourns^ in folemn ^* 
filence, the interment of the world. Who 
would not fay, ** It is dead, it fhall not 
" rife !" Yet, wait only a few hours, in 
faith and patience, and this dead and en- 
tombed earth, by the agency of heaven upon 
it, fhall burft afunder the bars of that fepul- 
chral darknefs, in which it was imprifoned, 
and " arife, and be enlightened, and it's 
"light (hall come; the day-fpring from 
"on high fhall viiit it, and deflroy the 
" covering cafl over all people,*' and array 
univerfal nature with a robe of glory and 
beauty, raifing thofe that fleep, to behold 
themfelves and the world changed from 
darknefs to light, and calling them up, to 
give glory to God, and think of the refur- 
redlion, Happy are they, who make this 
ufe of it. God fhall help them, when 
that morning appeareth, of which every 
morning has been to them a bleifed pre-r 
lude; to fuch, day unto day uttereth the 
word of the everlafling Gofpel, and night 
unto night flieweth the knowlege of falva- 
voL. II. k: tion. 
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DISC. tion. They underftand how " the heaven* 
^* •* declare the glory of God'* in the felicity 
6f his chofen, and furniih us with fome 
ideas of our approaching glorification. No* 
thing earthly can fully reprefent that which 
is changed from earthly to heavenly, for 
•* the glory of the celeftial is one, and the 
** glory of the terreftrial is another. There 
** is one glory of the fun, and another 
•* glory of the moon, and another glory 
•• of the ftars; for one ftar diffcreth from 
** another ftar in glory. So alio is the re- 
•« furredion of the dead^" There is one 
glory of the Sun of Righteoufnefs, another ; 
glory of the moon, his church, walking 
in the brightnefs (he receives from him^ 
and another glory of the ftars, his faints; 
for here alfo One ftar difFereth from another ! 
ftar in glory. All ftand in their order, iti 
ihining circles, round the throne of the 
Sun. There thefe morning ftars fing to- 
gether unfo the Lord a new fong, and all 
the fons of God, even the children of tha 
fefurrecSion, fhout for joy ; for they refK 
not day or night, making one found to bes 

heard? 
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heard through all the heavenly courts— disc* 
Holy, holy, holy. Lord Gpd Almighty, ^' 
which was, and is, and is to come ! Hea- 
ven and earth are full of thy glory. Glory 
be to thee, O Lord, moft high ! 

Wherefore, my beloved brethren, feeing 
thefe our bodies are to become inftru- 
ments of glory hereafter, how ought they 
to be inftruments of grace here ? for grace 
is the dawn of glory, as glory is the meri- 
dian of grace* Seeing we are to have fuch 
bodies, what ought our fouls to be, for 
whom fuch bodies are prepared ? And 
how ought we to fpend our fhort moment 
of probation in ** cleanfing ourfelves from 
" all filthinefs of flefh and fpirit, perfedt- 
" ing holinefs in the fear of God ! " The 
<:onfideration of our glorious change can- 
not but make our hearts to burn within 
m. And then is the time to refledt, that 
bleifed is he, whofe foul is changed from 
grace to grace, for his body {hall be changed 
from glory to glory. And if the foul of 
a Chriftian be ever ** transformed by the 

K 2 '* renewing 
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DISC. " renewing of his mind," it muft be^ not 

1_ while he is in the hurry and vanity of the 

world below, but when he leaves the 
world, and, following the fteps of his dear 
Lord and mafter, afcends, by faith, to the 
mount of transfiguration, and is on his 
knees before God, remembering it is writ- 
ten "While he prayed, he was 

** transfigured/* Blefled therefore i& 
he Who breaks away from idle and vaii». 
converfation, to meditate in the law o 
God day and night; to commune wit 
his own heart, and in his chamber ; 
call his paft ways to remembrance, in th 
bitternefs of his foul ; to confefs his wick 
ednefs, and be forry for his fin. *^ Rejoic 
" O young man, in thy youth," fays tl^^ ( 
world, ** BlelTed are they that mourn^ 
fays he, whom the world crucified. L^^t 
thofe, therefore, who enjoy a life of pe:mr- 
fedt leifure, and are continually complaiira- 
ing how heavy time hangs upon their handL ^1 
confider whether they could tell, if God 
fhould call upon them at this momerx*^ 
when they ever freely and voluntarily withi— 
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drew for one hour, to attend the bufinefs of disc. 

changing their fouls from fin to righteouf- '_^ 

nefs, that fo their bodies may be changed 

from duft to glory. And if this queftion, 

from the mouth of the all-feeing Judge, will 

llrike the unprofitable fervant fpeechlefs at 

his footftool, where ihall the ungodly and 

the finner appear ? Let us confider this, 

and be wife unto falvation, and in every 

thought, word, and aftion, remember our 

latter end. Let us remember, that " our 

** Redeemer liveth, and that he fhall in- 

** deed ftand at the latter day upon the 

•^ earth; and though after our fkin, worms 

•* deftroy this body, yet in this flefli fhall 

•* we fee God." And may* we fo " look 

** for the Saviour, the Lord Jefus Chrift,'^ 

by the eye of faith, that when we fee him 

as he is, he may ** change our vile body, 

"that it may be fafhioned like unto his 

" glorious body, according to the working, 

" whereby be is able even to fubdue all 

•* things to himfelf." 



K J 



DISCOURSE VI. 



THE UNSPEAKABLE GIFT. 



E P H E S I A N S JLV. 7. 

^nto every one of us is given grace^ according io ike 
meafure of the gift of thrift. 

T^ H E Church, having in the courfe disc, 
-■- of her holy offices led us through ^^' 
II the different ftagcs of the life of Chrift, 
:om his advent in the flefh to his death on 
be crofs, and from thence to his glorious 
^furrec^ion, and triumphant afcenfion, has 
ow at length brought us to the cclebra- 
on of that joyful feflival, wherein fhe 
ropofes to our meditation the blefled fruit 
nd crown of her Redeemer's labours, the 
fFufion of the Spirit from on high. And 
vith good reafon it is, that fhe calls us to- 
gether more than once to contemplate this 

K 4 greateft 
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DISC, greateft of God's mercies, from which 
^^* alone we derive all our power and ability 
to contemplate the leaft of them. For 
though it was Chrift who died, and rofe 
and afcended, it was the Spirit that pro- 
claimed the news of his having done fo to 
the world ; though it was Chrift who I? 
wrought our falvation, it was the Spirit that y 
communicated the knowlege of it to the fons 1 
of men, and makes that knowlege efFedual 
in their hearts. To his defcent we owe 
the publication of the glad tidings, anci 
the converfion of the nations that were 
once " afar off, but are now made nigh b3/ 
** the blood of Jefus*, having accefs l>^ 
** one Spirit to the Father \" They th^^t 
dwell in the uttermoft parts of the eartl 
have been ftruck with an holy fear and re- 
verential awe at the figns and miracles ^ 
Jefus, and from thence have been heajni 
fongs, even Glory to the righteous Re- 
deemer and Judge of the world; iince eve/i 
thefe ifles of the Gentiles iing the praifes 

* Ephef. ii. 13. * Ephef. vi. 18. 

of 
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of Jehovah, and glorify the Lord God of disc 



Ifrael in his church, as it is at this day. 



VI. 



** Every good and perfect gift (faith 
"St. James) is from above, and cometh 
'' down from the Father of lights, with 
** whom is no variablenefs, neither fhadow 
'* of turning." The variablenefs and the 
^adow of turning are only in man. The 
Feather of lights, like his glorious repre- 
cntative the fun, fhines evermore with the 
.ame unvarying brightnefs and benignity, 
fending down his good and perfedl gifts, as 
ihe fun does his light, on all. At the be- 
ginning when God had finifhed his won-, 
derful and glorious works, and pronounced 
them to be good, he made a deed of gift of 
the whole to his creature man, who might 
have continued, as he was placed, in the 
%ht of his heavenly Father's countenance. 
fiut by iin man turned away from God, as 
the earth does from the fun ; and therefore, 
stripped of all the good and perfcdt gifts of 
glory and beauty, he fate dcfolate and dif- 
confolate, in the fhadow of death. 

Sin 
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DISC. Sin having thus occafioned a general for* 

* feiture, man has now naore reafbn than 

ever to acknowlege every good thing he 
enjoys to be a free gift of God, coming 
down from above. And, accordingly, we 
find, that a right notion of this mattet is 
one 6f the marks which charad:erize a be- 
liever, and diftinguifh him ffom a man of 
the world. The one fpeaks oi pojfeffing as bi$^ 
own, what the other acknowleges to have 
received from God. *^Soul," faith the carnal 
worldling in the Gofpel, " thou haft goods 
•* laid up for many years %" ** What haft 
** thou," faith St. Paul, « that thou didft not 
** receive * ?" The language of Efau is, ^'I 
•^ have enough *." Jacob fpeaks in another 
ftyle ; ^* The good things which God hath 
** given me ^" Pilate interrogates Chrift, 
** Knoweft thou not that I have power to 
** crucify thee, and I have power to releafe 
'' thee« ?" Chrift replies to him, /' Thou 
** couldeft have no power at all againft me, 

^ Luke xii. 19. "^ i Cor. iv. 7. 

* Gen. xxxlil. 9, ^ Ibid. vi. 5. 

/ » John xix, 1 0. 

^' except 
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«' except it were given thee from above *■." disc. 

The (ame may be iaid with regard to the 1^ 

internal goods of the mind, as well as the 
external advantages of body, or fortune* 
The heathen, who knows not God, or his 
lifted calls his fuppofed virtue E^i^, a babit^ 
ao acquiiition of his own ; the Chriftian 
ipeaks of his real holinefs in no other flyle 
than that of ^co(n9^ or 3lu>fiiiiA, a gjft from 
God, 

And this gift of holinefs, or of the Spi- 
rit, whofe title is the Holy One, was in- 
deed the good and the perfedl gift, the 
joy, the crown, and the glory of all gifts; 
infomuch that Chrift calls it emphati- 
cally,. ^* The gift of God,*' faying to the 
woman of Samaria, ^* If thou kneweft 
" the gift of God, arid who it is that 
*^laith to thee. Give me to drink, thou 
"wouldeft have afked of him, and he 
•^ would have given thee living water ^ 
St, Peter ufcs the fame form of expreffion, 
when he fays to Simon Magus, ** Thy 

** John xU. II, * Ibid. iv. lo. 

<* money 



I »* 
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DISC. ^* money perifli with thee, becaufe \\aou 
_2L- '* ^^ thought that the gift of God might 
*• be purchafed with money ^." As it 
came down from the Father of lights, it is i 
more precious than fine gold, and all the 
things which are the objedls of man's de- 
fire upon earth are not to be compared 
unto it. Wherefore St. Paul fays of it; : 
" Thanks be to God for his unfpeakablc 1 
** giftS" a gift, which no tongue of man 
could treat of as it deferved; fo that a 
new fet of tongues, endued with the force 
and activity of fire, were fent from heaven^^ 
to difplay and defcribe to the world the glo- 
ries of this manifold grace of God, 

But we are to confider the Giver of thl^ 
unfpeakable gift, which is Chrift ; ** the 
•« gift of Chrift,'* fays the text. And it 
could be the gift of no other, becaufe ffi^n 
having by rfebellion forfeited the original 
grant, the attainder muft be taken off, be- 
fore the grant could be renewed. Chri/t 
only could take off the attainder, and there- 

^ A(fls yiii, 20. ^ 2 Cor. ix. 15. 

foir^ 
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i fore Chrift only could renew the grant, disc. 
And as he did renew the grant, it is plain __^ 
he has taken oj(F the attainder. He died 
on the crofs to atone for fin ; he arofe from 
the grave to fliew that the penalty was 
paid to the uttermoft farthing, becaufe the 
Arety was releafed and fet free for ever; 
he afcended to plead the merits of what 
he had done for his brethren ; and he fent 
down the Spirit upon the church to demon- 
ftrate the acceptance of thofe merits, fince 
he who pleaded them was in full pof- 
feffion of the forfeited riches of grace in 
the kingdom of heaven. '* Wherefore he 
■** faith, When he afcended up on high, 
** and led captivity captive, he gave gifts 
** unto men ""." When, having overcome 
the fliarpnefs of death, and vanquiflied the 
powers of hell, he went up, a glorious con- 
queror, in triumph to his throne in bea- 
ten, then it was, that he fcattered abroad 
the tokens of his vidlory, and poured forth 
-he pledges of his munificence on the 
church, for which he died to purchafc 

^ Ephef. iv. 8. 

them. 
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DISC, them. That fame Jefus who was cnici- 

1_ fied, " being exalted to the right hand of 

"God," hath fhed forth thofe ftreamsof 
the water of life, which have been flowing 
ever fince from the. throne of God and the 
Lamb, through the appointed channels, 
to water every plant and flower in the gar- 
den of God* 



I fay every plant and flower, becaufe 
** unto every one of tis," as the Apofl:le de- 
clares, ** is given grace/* No member of 
Chrifl: is without the grace of Chrifti 
which is conveyed, with his blood, by the 
facraments, and other ordinances, to quick* 
en and animate the whole body of, the 
church, as the vital heat is diffufed with 
the natural blood, through the arteries, to 
fupport and invigorate all the parts of the 
body of a man. The fpirit and blood of 
Chrifl: are as necefiary for the life of the 
church and her members, as the vital heat 
and natural blood are for the life of the 
body and it's members. When therefore 
all flefli. Gentile as well as Jew, became 

incor- 
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Incorporated into the church, which is the disc. 

body of Chrift, the Lord poured out of ^ 

his Spirit upon all flefh, and there was no 
age, fex, condition, or nation, that did not 
partake of the fountain of life freely, which 
Bowed from . the heart of Chrift pierced on 
Ae crofs, and which, when circulated in 
the church, as the blood is in the body, 
wherever it came, brought life, and health, 
and falvation with it to all flefli. In no 
place was it's *^ way manifefted upon earth'* 
by the preaching of the word, and the in- 
ftitution of the ordinances, which were as 
fo many vefTels to convey it; but there was 
manifefted, at the fame time, ** it's faving 
" health unto all nations," all being ** one 
" body in Chrift Jefus, and every one 
" members one of another." 

But though grace be given to the whole 
body, and every member has his fhare, we 
muft not forget, that every member is to 
have no more than his fhare. For as ** all 
*^ members have not the fame office," but 
" there are divqrfities, of adminiftrations,'' 

fo 
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DISC, fo likewife muft there be *• diverfities of 
L. ** gifts/' For the Spirit was given in dif- 
ferent meafure to different perfbns, and at 
different times : as to the apoflles, for efta- 
blifhing the church, in one meafure; to 
the ordinary miniflers, for governing it, in 
another; and to every individual, for his 
fandlification, in a third. ^* Unto every 
** one of us is given grace, according to the 
** meafure of the gift of Chrifl." 

The firft meafure, which may be flyled 
the apojlolicalf differs from all the refl in 
the nature of the gifts, as well as their end, 
and the manner of their being given. 

As to their nature, it is written, that 
** God bore the apoflles witncfs with figns, 
** and wonders, and divers • miracles, and 
** gifts of the Holy Ghofl "," who was con- 
ftantly with them, dilplaying to the world 
his almighty power by numberlefs exter- 
nal demonflrations of his prefence, as well 
as manifefling his infinite wifdom by his 

" Heb. ii. 4. 

internal 
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internal operations and gifts. They had disc. 
** the word of wifdom/' or a fupernatural ^^' 
revelation made to them of that wifdom 
of God in a myftery, the whole fcheme of 
his difpenfations in Chrift. They had 
" the word of knowlege," or the gift of 
underftanding the Scriptures, which con- 
tain and defcribe this wifdom. They had 
'*feith,'' to remove all mountains that 
ftood in their way by miracles, and to give 
them an holy confidence and courage, in- 
vincible by all the powers of earth and 
hell. They had the gift of " healing " all 
the difeafes of foul and body by a fingle 
word 5 the power of working all ** mira- 
** cles," controlling the agency of created 
nature, raifing the dead, and inflifting 
punifhments on the difobedient, as Mofes 
did on Egypt, by the rod of their apofto- 
lic power. They had the gift of ** prophe- 
" cy," to explain things paft, and foretel 
things future, to preach and pray at all times 
by the Spirit, till all things were put in 
order, and the church-fervices framed and 
eftabliflied. They could ** difcern fpirits,'* 
VOL. II. L and 



J 62 <tbe XJnJpeakable Gift. 

i>»sc. ^^^(J fgg through all the devices and di/- 

L. gtiifes of Satan, at a glance« Add to all 

this the gift of " tongues, and their inter- 
*^ pretation/' by which the fame peribns 
were enabled to fpeak and xinderftand all 
the languages under heaven^ without a 
moment's labour. 

The end for which thefe extraordinary 
gifts were beftowed, was the public benefit 
of the church, then rifing out of the nations, 
and oppofed on one fide, by the envy and 
malignity of the blind Jew, on the other, 
by the falfe wifdom and earthly power of 
the idolatrous Gentile. In thefe circum- 
ftances " the word of knowlege '' was ne- 
cefjary to confute the Jew from the Scrip- 
tures ; *' the word of wifdom, and the de- 
** monftration of the fpirit,'* to bring to 
nothing the wifdom and overthrow the 
power .of the Gentile ; and all the gifts of 
God to caft out and deftroy the works of 
the devil. As the church was to be gather- 
ed out of an unbelieving world, there was 
need of miracles, which, as the Apoftle 

fays. 
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fays, ** are a fign to them that believe not." disc. 
And this may perhaps intimate to us the ^^' 
time when they ceafed, namely, when the 
fpirit of heathenifm and oppofition was 
overcx)me and extinguiflied by them. Thefe 
gifts therefore were given "for the work 
** of the miniftry, and edification of the 
" body of Chrift y not for the private or 
inward fandlification of thofe that had 
them, who were not the better men for 
them, but were to be fandlified in their 
degree by the ordinary means, as other 
men were. To prevent men from being 
puffed up with vsrhat is beftowed on theiA 
for the benefit of others, it fhould be re-» 
coUedied, that Saul was among the pro- 
phets, and Judas among the apoftles. 
Wherefore Chrift tells us, that ** many 
"will fay to him in the day of judgment, 
" Lord, Lord, have we not prophefied in 
" thy name ; and in thy name caft out 
" devils, and in thy name done many won* 
** drous works ? And then will I profefs 
'* unto them, I never knew you, depart 

L z ** from, 
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DISC. «« from me, yc workers of iniquity ".** 

VI 

L. And fo again, when the apoftles, having 

received and made trial of their gifts, re- 
turned to him full of joy, ** faying. Lord, 
** the very devils are fubjeft to us through 
** thy name ;" his anfwer was,^ ** In this 
" rejoice not, that the fpirits are fubjed 
** unto you, but rather rejoice becaufe your 
•'names are. written in heaven p." And 
the reafon is plain ; for fo far were thefe 
miraculous powers from neceflarily tranf- 
forming their minds, and renewing their 
fouls, that they could not, like one fingle 
aft of genuine repentance and faving faith, 
give them a title to the kingdom of God* 
St, Paul, the great converter of the Gentile 
world, was obliged to ufe the proper means 
of mortification and felf-denial to ** keep 
«* under his body, and bring it into fubjec- 
♦* tion, left after he had preached to others," 
in all the demonftration of the power of the 
omnipotent Spirit, he, this great St. Paul 
himfelf, fliould become a caftaway. 

^ Matth. vii;23, ^ hxik^ x, 17, 20. 

The 
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The manner in which thefe apoftolical disc. 
gifts were conferred, (hews them to have ^^' 
been extraordinary, and for extraordinary 
purpofes. For whereas the Spirit in it's 
ordinary work of fandtification adts upon 
the fouls of men, as his reprefentative* the 
air, or material fpirit, does upqn their bo^ 
dies, by a filent, equable, and impercepti- 
ble mode of operation, giving to all things 
life and motion ; his coming at the day of 
Pentecoft was fudden, impetuous, and ir* 
refiftible ; not in the ftill fmall voice of 
the common breathing of the air, but in 
** the found of a mighty rufliing wind ;" 
and that not blowing, as in the common 
courfe of nature, horizontally, but defend- 
ing diredlly from above ; not fpreading it- 
felf abroad, and difFufing it's agency uni- 
verfally, but *' filling that houfe," and that 
houfe only, " where the apoftles were iit- 
** ting." From thence indeed it went 
forth, by a difplay of it's miraculous gifts, 
to the ends of the world. But as it had a 
work to perform, which never was per- 
formed but once, fo it's operations were 

L 3 fuch 
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DISC, fuch as no fpirit in after-times can pretend 
^ ^^' to, without proving itfelf, by the attempt, 
to be a fpirit of error and delufion : fincc 
there is as much difference between the 
extraordinary effufion of the Spirit, at the 
day of Pentecoft, for the purpofe of founding 
the church, and the ordinary gift of grace for 
the fandlification . of believers, as there is 
between that mighty fpirit, which, at God's 
command, moved at the beginning upon 
the face of the deep, to form the earth, and 
the common air a6ting continually for it's 
fupport and prefervation. 

The fecond meafure of grace is the ^r- 
clefiajiical meafure, or that which is given 
to the ordinary miniftry, for the Handing 
government and continual edification of 
the church. This likewife is the gift of 
Chrift, he being the fountain head of all 
principality and power ; and it is conferred 
by the Spirit, who only commiflions men 
to be the reprefentatives of Chrift, and to 
ad: in his name. Thus it is written in the 
Adts of the Apoftles ; " The Holy Ghoft 

'' faid. 
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^^ iaid. Separate me Barnabas and Saul "'Z* a i s c. 

This ecclefiaftical meafure is as diftindk [V 

^tota the common meafure of fandtification^ 

^s the apoflolical, which will be feen 

l>y confidering (as in the former cafe) it's 

nature^ the end for which^ and manner 

in which it is given. 

As to it's nature, it is a tommijjion^ or an 
ojicey concerning which it is a rule efta- 
blifhed beyond all controverfy, that ** no 
** man taketh it unto himfelf/* Internal 
gifts and graces may qualify a perfon for an 
office^ but they cannot put him into one. 
No man, however righteous and holy 
through faith and the fandifying grace of 
the holy Spirit, can have authority to adt 
in the name of Chrift, till Chrift gives him 
that authority. Before that is done, let his 
life and charadter be what they will, his 
miniftrations can have no validity. What- 
ever he may be in other refpedls, in this 
particular he is a grievous offender, and wilt 
be found guilty before God of facrilegioufly 

' Afts xiii. 2. 

L 4 intn,id-- 
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DISC intruding into an office, to which he can 

.^^ [_ have no pretenfions. A crime, for which 

the leprofy once rofe up in the forehead of 
a monarch % and Korah and all his com- 
pany (hcdy as they faid they all were) went 
down alive into the pit. And that none in 
the Chriftian church might imitate the pre- 
fumption of Uzziah, or " go in the gain- 
** faying of Korah," even Chrift ** took 

' " When Uzziah was llrong, his heart was lifted up to 
•' his deftraftion : for he tranfgreifed againft the Lord his 
^* God, and went into the temple of the Lord, to barn in- 
•* cenfe upon the altar of incenfe. And Azariah the prieft 
went in after Wm, and ^th him fourfcore priefts of the 
Lord, chat were valiant men. And they withftood Uzziah 
'* the king, and (aid unto him. It appertaineth not unto thee, 
•* Uzziah, to burn incenfe unto the Lord, but unto the 
•* priefts, the fons of Aaron, that are confecrated to bom in- 
•* cenfe \ go out of the fanftuary, for thou haft trefpaifed, 
*' neither (hall it be for thine honour from the Lord God. 
'* Then Uzziah was wrath, and had a cenfer in his hand to 
** burn incenfe ; and while he was wrath with the priefts, the 
•' leprofy even rofe up in his forehead, before the priefts, ia 
** the houfe of the Lord, from befide the incenfe altar. And 
* ' Azariah the chief prieft and all the priefts looked upon him, 
*' and behold he was leprous in his forehead, and they thruft 
•' him out from thence, yea himfelf hafted alfo to go out, 
*' becaufe the -Lord had fmitten him. And Uzziah the king 
** was a leper until the day of his death, and dwelt in a fe- 
** veral houfe, being a leper, for he was cut off from the 
•• houfe of the Lord." 2 Chron. xxvi. 16. et fcq. 

" not 
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*' not this honour upon himfelf, nor glori- d i s c< 
^^ ficd himfelf to be made an high prieft, _Ll- 
^* (for a glory it was to him) till he was 
*^ called of God," by the vifible defcent of 
the Holy Ghoft upon him in the prefencc 
of the people, and by the voice from heaven, 
faying f " This is my beloved Son, in whom 
^« I am well pleafed. From that time Jefus 
^* began to preach." — Who then is that 
follower of Jefus, that (hall offer to begin 
l>eforc ? 

The end for which this ecclefiaftical 
meafure of the gift of Chrift was beftowed 
on the church, confirms the diflind:ioh be- 
tween that and the common meafure of 
fandifying grace. The end of the apoflo- 
lical gifts was the eflablifhment of the 
church ; the end of the ecclefiaftical is the 
prefervation of it, by the exercife of difci- 
pline, the preaching of the word, and the 
adminiftration of the facraments. Perfons 
are feparated from a common condition to 
holy offices, that by their miniftration fouls 
may be feparated from the pollutions of fin 

to 
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DISC, to holinefs of life. So that holinefs of of^ 
^^* fice is as diftinft from holinefs of life, a? 
the caufe from the efFedt ; one is given tp 
the miniftry, that the other may be pro- 
duced in the people. And though all that 
are in holy offices ought to lead holy lives, 
and it fhould be a part of our daily prayers 
to God, that he would enable them to do fo, 
yet a failure in duty is not a forfeiture of 
authority. The vices of a minifter make 
not void the afts of his miniftry ; domi« 
nion, in this cafe, as in all others, not be- 
ing founded on grace, but on a pofitiva 
commiffion given by him who is empower- 
ed to give it, and continuing in force till he 
takes it away. It is with an officer of the 
church as with an officer of the ftate : a 
mifdemeanor does not vacate his office, or 
entitle another to ftep into it. The king, 
or an agent appointed by him, muft take 
it from one, and give it to another* If 
this neceflary diftindlion between . holinefs 
of office and hplinefs of perfon be not kept 
up, the end for which a miniftry was ap- 
pointed will not be attained; all will be 

teachers. 
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teachers* and no hearers ; all governors* disc, 
and no lubjefts 5 the church, as a fociety, ^'' 
will be diflblved, and a confufion intro- 
duced into the fpiritual iyAem^ like that 
which prevailed in the natural, when ** the 
** earth was without form and void, and 
^* darknefs lay upon the face of the deep." 

The manner of the conveyance of thi$ 

ccclefiaftical meafure of grace has likewife 

been always diftinftive of it. Under the 

law the priefthood was conveyed by XJnc^ 

tion. And to fhew how far removed it was 

from every thing common or ordinary, it is 

written concerning the holy anointing oil 

ufed upon the occafion, " Upon man's flefh 

" fhall it not be poured, neither fhall ye 

** make any other like it, after the compo- 

" iition of it ; it is holy, and it fhall be 

" holy unto you. Whofoever compound- 

" eth any like it, or whofoever putteth 

** any of it upon a ftranger, (hall even be 

"cut oiF from his people'." When 

Chrift, after his refurredion, appointed his 

apoftles 
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DISC, apoftles to the work of the miniftry, ^* hs: 
^^' «* breathed op them, and faid. Receive ye 
*' the Holy Ghoft *." The next words 
fhew for what purpofe the fpirit was then 
given by his breathing on them ; ** Whofe 
** foever fins ye remit, they are remitted; 
** and whofe foever fins ye retain, they are 
** retained.'* The apoftles afterwards or- 
dained by the ** laying on of hands,*' as 
their fucceflbrs have done, and do to this 
day, faying, after the example and by the 
authority of their great Lord and Mafter ; 
" Receive thou the Holy Ghoft. Whofe 
^* foever fins thou doft remit, they are re- 
*' mitted; and whofe foever fins thou doft 
<* retain, they are retained "." 

The third meafure of the gift of Chrift 
is that given for the perfonal fandtificaiion 
of individuals. Now in order to form a 
clear idea of fandtification, it muft be con- 
fidered, that man, as a fallen creature^ 
ftands in need of two things, a deliverance 

^ John XX. 22. 

" Church of England Orxiination Office. 

from 
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from the guilt of fins paft, and an eman- disc. 

cipation from the power of fin prefent and L- 

future. The former of thefe is Ayledjuf- 
tifcation, the h,tt^v fanSliJication. The one 
is performed without a man, by the blood 
of Chrifl effeftually offered and pleaded for 
him in the prefence of God, upon his re- 
pentance and faith ; the other is wrought 
within him, by the Spirit fent into his 
foul, in confequence^ as well as evidence of 
it's juftification. Chrift firft made the 
atonement for fin by fhedding his blood, 
then afcended to plead it, and then fent 
the Spirit. The atonement he made once ; 
but he liveth continually to make inter- 
ceffion for us, by pleading it on pur be- 
half; and as continually to fend the Spirit 
to renew the foul of every finner, who, by 
repentance and faith, through the miniftra- 
tion of the church, lays hold on the bene- 
fits of that prevailing intercefllon, and is 
** accepted in the beloved/' Juftification, 
whenfoever granted, muft be perfed:, be- 
caufe forgivenefs cannot be partial ; fandi- 
fication may be imperfed:, and always is fo 

• tijr 
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B I s c. till death, becaufe till then, ** in many 

L. " things we ofFend all/' and ftill ftand in 

need of frefh juftification and fbrgivenefs: 
elfe why pray we for it to our laft breath, 
in the words which Chrift himfelf has 
taught us, faying, " Forgive us our tref- 
*' pafles ?" And why faid the holy and ex- 
perienced Auguftine, " that the heft pofture 
** in which death can find the moft perfeft 
Chriftian, is upon his knees, confeffing 
his fins, and intreating forgivenefs V' 






The firft portion of fandtifying grace is 
given at baptifm, which is the feal of juf- 
tification, and the beginning of fandtifica- 
tion; inafmuch as the finner being then 
facramentally buried with Chrift into his 
death, arifes with him in the power of his 
refurredtion, juftified from the guilt of fin 
through repentance and faith in his blood, 
and renewed unto holinefs by the operation 
of his Spirit. This total renewal, as firft 
conferred by the baptifmal laver, is ftyled- 
regeneration^ and anfwers, in things natu-- 
ral, to the birth of an infant. But thQn«i«i 
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&s an infant^ though born complete in all disc. 
its parts, yet comes to it's full ftature and ^'' 
Hrength by flow and imperceptible degrees; 
I)y being fupplied with proper kinds or 
food for it's nourifhment when in health, 
and proper medicines for it's recovery when 
otherwife : fo is it with the regenerate fpi- 
rit of a Chriftian, while it is (as St. Peter 
calls it) a babe in Chrifl, it muft be fed 
with the milk of the word; when it is 
more grown in grace, with the ftrong meat 
of it's falutary doiSrines 5 when it is infirm, 
it muft be ftrengthened by the comforts of 
it's promifes ; and when fick, or wounded 
by fin, it muft be recovered and reftored 
by godly counfcl and wjiolefome difcipline, 
by penance and abfolution, by the medi- 
cines of the word and facraments, as duly 
and properly adminiftered in the church, 
by the lawfiiUy and regularly appointed 
delegates and reprefentatives of the phyfi- 
cian of fouls. This gradual and complex 
work of our fanftificatioil is carried on, 
through our whole lives, by the Spirit of 
God given, in due degree and proportion, 

to 
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DISC, to every individual, for that purpofe. AndJ 

vi# 
L. it is marvellous to behold (as the excellent - 

Biihop Andrews obferves) how, from the 
laver of regeneration, to the adminiftratioi} 
of the Viaticum^ this good Spirit helpeth 
us, and poureth his benefits upon us, hav- 
ing a grace for every feafon. When we 
are troubled with erroneous opinions, he is 
the Spirit of truth ; when aflaulted with 
temptations, he is the Spirit of holinefs ; 
when diffipated with worldly vanity, he 
is the Spirit of compun<3:ion ; when broken 
with worldly forrow, he is the Holy Ghoft 
the Comforter. It is he who, after having 
regenerated us in our baptifm, confirms us 
by the impofition of hands ; renews us 
to repentance, when we fall away ; teaches 
us, all our life long, what we know not ; 
puts us in mind of what we forget ; ftir.s 
us up when we are dull; helps us in our 
prayers ; relieves us in our infirmities ; 
confoles us in our heavinefs; gives fongs 
of joy in the darkeft night of forrow ; feals 
us to the day of our redemption ; and 
^•aifes us up again in the laft day ; when 

that 
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^iat which was fown in grace ihall be disc. 
reaped in g;lory, and the work of fanftifi- ^^y 
c:ation in fpirit, foul, and body, (hall be 
compkted. — What Chriftian, that con- 
fiders this unfpeakable gift of God, but 
mufFTay of him, with the Pfalmift, ** He 
hath put a new fong in my mouth, even 
a thankfgiving unto our God"^ ?" Seeing 
every one of us may now fo properly take 
up thofe other words of the fame fweet 
Pfalmift ', " Surely goodnefs and mercy 
•* (hall follow me all the days of my life, 
'* and I will dwell in the houfe of the Lord 
** forever^." ^ 

What therefore remains, but that we 
fliew forth the thankfulnefs of our hearts 
by the holinefs of our lives, and live as 
becometh thofe, whom Chrift having re- 
deemed by his moft precious blood, hath 
fanftified with his moft Holy Spirit. See- 
ing Chrift our Saviour has beftowed fuch a 
gift upon his church, let us never provoke 
him to take it from us. As it is a gift, let 

.«^ Pf. xl. 3. « Pf, xaciii. ult. 
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DISC. uS always be forward to acknowlegfe a 
^^' much; not attributing to nature what 



due to grace, or robbing the Holy Ghoft 
to adorn reafon. As, though a gift, it is 
given to every man to profit withal, let us 
have that day continually in our thoughts, 
when an account of our profiting will be 
f equired 5 and let us never forget, that the 
fame fire burns for the unprofitable and un- 
believer i for him who negledts this gra- 
cious gift, and for him who rejects it. 
Since by the afcenfion of Chrift the hea- 
vens have been opened, and the Holy Dove 
has been fent down upon the earth, let Us 
not give fleep to our eyes, or flumber to 
our eye-lids, till we have prepared* in our 
hearts an habitation for him. Let pride 
depart, that it drive not away the Spirit of 
humility ; let anger be put from us, that 
we quench not the Spirit of meeknefs ; and 
let not that which is unchafte be. named, 
or thought of, that we grieve not the Spirit 
of purity. So fhall we be meet entertainers 
of this heavenly gueft, and ** to every one 
*' of us will be given the gift of Chrift.'* 

But 



I'be TJnfpealabte Gift. 179 

But ^% there are different n>eafures of disc. 

this gift, let every one take care that ht 1^ 

tliink not more highly of hii?)feif, or arro- 
gate more to himfelf, thaiji he ppght \ but 
Ijet himi know himfelf, his ftatjon, and his 
abilities, and think and a43: foberly, accord- 
ing as Gpd has dealt the meafure to him. 
The God v/ho fent the Spirit is a God of 
order, and fro;n the beginning " has ap- 
" pointed divers orders in the church.'* 
and fet different officers in different pofts. 
Let every man therefore, in his own order> 
do the work allotted hii^. Let not the 
iayman take upon him the office of a dea- 
con ; nor "the deacon intrude iato the func- 
tion of the prieft ^ nor the prieft, ufurp the 
authority of the bifhop ; much lefs fancy 
himfelf in veiled with the oecumenical com- 
miffion of an apoftle. Good men have had 
occafion to lament the calamities that have 
been brought upon the church, from age 
to age, through a negledt of this impor- 
tant conlideration ; a confideration, on 
which is fufpended the felicity of every 
fociety, in heaven and earth. When the 

M 2 foul 
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DISC, foul of the learned, the pious, the incom 
^^' parable author of the Ecclefiajiical Polic 
was about to take her flight to the region 
of everkfting harmony and love, a frien 
aflced him, what might then be the fub 
jeft of his contemplations ? He replied 
that ^* he was meditating the number and 
^* nature of angels, and their blefled obe- 
** dience and order, without which peace 
** could not be in heaven — and O that il 
** might be fo on earth !" With our en- 
deavours let us add our prayers to his, that 
our eyes may behold Jerufalem, ** a citj 
** at unity in itfelf ;" a city, on this ac- 
count, equally confpicuous for beauty an( 
ftrength ; to it's friends appearing ** fair a 
^' the moon ;" to it's fpiritual adverfaries 
*' terrible as an army with banners." 



DISCOURSE VII. 



THE PREVAILING INTERCESSOR. 



NUMB. XVI. 47, 4S. 

I 

And Aaron iook^ as Mofes commanded^ and ran into 
the midji of the congregation, and behold the 
plague was begun among the people ; and be put 
on incenfey and made an atonement for the people ; 
and be fiood between tbe dead and tbe livings and 
tbe plague was flayed. 

IT may be queftioned, whether any hif- disc. 
tory in the world ever afforded a finer ^"' 
fubjedt for a pidhirc, than this before us. 
Aaron, in his facerdotal veftments, the 
finoke of the incenfe afcending from the 

M 3 holy 
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DISC, holy cenfer in his hand, might be drawn. 



vu. 



{landing up amidft crowds of Ifraelites, 
fmitten with the peftilence. The wrath 
of God might be reprefented, rolling forth 
in fiery waves from the tabernacle, and 
almoft reaching the High Prieft i but re- 
coiling, as checked in it's progrefs by his 
powerful interceflion. On one fide of the 
Interceflbr might be portraye4 the moft 
ghaftly horrors in the countenances of the 
dead ; on the other fide might be difcovered 
the reviving gleams of hope and joy in the 
faces of the living, on perceiving that the 
plague was ftayed. 

But in order to enter thoroughly into all 
the parts of this fuppofed pidure, it will 
be neceflary to take a view of the whole 
hiftory to which it relates; that we may 
learn the crime of the fufFercrs which 
brought on their punishment, and the na- 
ture of that interceflion which put a flop 
to it. 

V 

Mofes and Aaron were appointed by God 

the 
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^e governors and condudlors of Jjis people, disc, 
l^ut though they ruled with the utmofl: ^^^' 
"wifdom and integrity, it happened, that 
4hy CQuJd not pleafe every body. I^^orah, 
a difcontented factious Levite, charged 
Aaron with prieftcraft : " All the congre- 
" gation, he faid, were holy, and the Lord 
** was among them;" every man was qija- 
lified to be his own prieft, to inftrud:, and 
to fave himfelf ; and who was 'Aaron, that 
he fhould (tt himfelf up above his bre- 
thren, and lord it over God's heritage ? 
At the fame time that a fchiihi was thus 
forming in the churchy a rehdlion wa:& 
likewife fomented in the ftate. For Dathan 
and Abiram, who were laymen, and princes 
of the congregation, accufed Mofes of ty- 
ranny, and a defign to eftablijQi arbitrary 
power ; which they affirmed to be fo clear 
a cafe, that unlefs he ** put out the eyes'* 
of the people, they muft fee he intended to 
^nikve, and to make ** himfelf altogether 
** a prince over them." Matters foon came 
tp an open rupture ; God himfelf was ap- 
|>ealed to, and a day fixed to determine tiiC 

M 4 C'lUiw. 
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DISC, caufe. And a moft tremendous determina- 

VII 

* tion indeed it was. For when the twa 

parties, according to order, had feparated 
from each other, and all with eager expec- 
tation flood waiting the event, behold *• the 
** ground," which was under the rebels, 
fuddenly '* clave afunder, and the earth 
** opened her rriouth, and fwallowed them 
*^ up, and their houfes, and all that apper- 
** tained to them ; they went down alive 
" into the pit, and the earth clofed upon 
** them, and they perifhed from among 
'* the congregation. And there came out 
** a fire from the Lord, and confumed the 
** two hundred and fifty men that offered 
^* incenfe." They who have not ftudied 
human nature, who have not feen or heard 
much of mankind, will perhaps imagine, 
that fuch a decifion as this muft needs 
have filenced every objedlion, and put an 
end to the niurmurings of difcontent. And 
fo far indeed it is true, that ** the people 
*' fled at the cry of thofe who fuflfered, for 
** they faid, left the earth fwallow us up 
^\ alfo,*' But as foon as the danger was 

over. 
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C3ver, they difcovered the real fentiments disc. 

of their corrupted hearts. After a fingle L 

night's reft, the fpirit of rebellion again 
took pofleffion of them i and, all reverence 
laid afide, they go in a tumultuous and 
infolent manner to their leaders, requir- 
ing at their hands, tfuly, the blood of Ko- 
rah and his followers. " On the morrow, 
** all the congregation of the children of 
Ifrael murmured againft Mofes and againft 
Aaron, faying, ye have flain the people 
" of the Lord.'* Thus, by ftanding up 
for thefe offenders, they fhewed a fecrct 
approbation of their offence;, arid being 
partakers of their crime, they juftly became 
partakers alfo of their punifliment. The 
divine wrath therefore went out againft 
them. ** Get you up, faid the Lord to 
** Mofes and Aaron, from among this con- 
** gregation, that I may confume them in 
** a moment." A moft dreadful peftilence 
enfued; and then it was, that Aaron did, 
as is recorded of him in the text ; *^ he 
** took a cenfer, with fire from off the 
** altar, and put on incenfe, as Mofes com- 

** manded. 
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DISC, «« manded, and ran into the midft of the 
^"' " congregation, and made an atopement 
** for the people." He expofcd himfblfi 
for their fake, to the vengeance of heaven, 
which was rolling on, like an irrefiftibk 
torrent, and had already fwept away jiear 
fifteen thoufand of his brethren ; he ftood 
in the midway between the wrath and 
tliem, ** between the dead and the living, 
** and the plague was flayed.*' It flopped 
where Aaron flood; before him all were 
confumed ; all behind him were faved. An 
adion this fo full of faith and love, as to 
deferve the admiration of all ages ; fo won- 
derfully bleifed in it's confequences, that 
it cannot but well repay the time and pains 
we , fhall employ in enquiring into the 
grounds and reafons of them, and learning 
how it fhould come to pafs, that the in- 
terceilion of Aaron fhould arrefl the wrath 
of God in it's impetuous courfe, and iave 
from impending death the remnant of re- 
bellious Ifrael. And in the profecution of 
the fubjedl it may perhaps appear, that this 
awful and afFed:ing fcene which we have 

been 
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been contemplating, as affording fine matter disc. 
for a pidlure, is itfelf a pidure only of ano- ^ ^* 
ther more auguft and interefting fcene, in 
which ^11 the children of Adam are con- 
cerned, and do bear their parts. 

Let us then alflc — Was it for Aaron's 
fake, that God fpared the remnant of his 
people ? Had Aaron any merit of his own, 
any fiiperfluous righteoufnefs, which might 
be imputed to them ? Far from it ; fmce 
however comparatively holy and faithful 
I he might be, yet was he a defcendant of 
that Adam, of whofe children it is tefti- 
fied, that ** there is none that doeth good ; 
** no not one." He, and " every high 
** prieft taken from among men," were 
neceffarily heirs of the univerfal corrup- 
tion ; they had their infirmities, as the 
apoftle argues, and were obliged to ofier up 
fecrifices for their own fins, as well as for 
thofe of the people. Aaron thciefore, of 
himfelf, could make no atonement for 
them; and without an atonement, the juf- 
tice of God could not let them efcape. To 

account 
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DISC, account for this wonderful deliverance, wc 
* muft carry on our thoughts farther ^ we 
muft look to fome higher atonement^ fome 
greater and more powerful Interccffor and 
High Prieft, in whofe name Aaron might 
a£t, and in virtue of whofe merits he might, 
as a reprefentative, prevail with God to be 
gracious to his people. 

And here, there is but one perfon upon 
whom all our thoughts muft immediately 
be fixed, namely, our Lord and Saviour 
Jefus Chrift, the great High Prieft of our 
profeflion^ the efFedlual interceflbr for the 
falvation of finners. Had we any doubt, 
whether Aaron, when officiating according 
to the law, reprefented Himy St. Paul, in 
the Epiftle to the Hebrews, has determined 
the point, beyond all contradidion. He 
tells us, that the law had a fhadow of good 
things to come, of which Chrift and his 
heavenly truths were the body and fub- 
ftance; that Aaron and all other high 
priefts were the reprefentatives of him who 
is our gracious Interceflbr and High Prieft 

for 
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r ever ; that the holy of holies in the d i s c. 

mple was the figure of heaven itfelf ; ^"' 

lat all which Aaron did there, forefliewed 

irhat our Lord did and does for us above ; 

iiat the blood there offered by Aaron and 

his fucceflbrs, under the law, pointed out 

the blood of Chrift, by him offered to the 

Father in heaven ; and the incenfe, which 

was fumed upon thofe occafions, to dif- 

fule a grateful fmell, denoted the merits 

of our bleffed Redeemer, which appeafe 

the wrath of God, render all our prayers 

and oblations acceptable, and fill heaven 

and earth with the fweet fmelling favour 

of life, peace, and falvation. 

Thefe things being underflood and con- 
fidered, we may eafily coUedt, from what 
has been faid, the reafon why Aaron's in- 
terceffion on the behalf of offending Ifrael 
was fo powerful and effeftual. For if 
Aaron, in the office of high priefl and me- 
diator, reprefented the world's Redeemer; 
and if the atonement, which he made for 
Ilrael, fhewed forth that great atonement 

to 
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DISC, to be one day made by Jefus Clirift for the 
^"' church univerfal of all ages and nations ^ 
then God had undoubtedly refped: unto 
that great atonement, and, for his fake \idM) 
was to make it, pardoned thofe for whom 
it was to be made. In the perfon of Aaron 
he beheld his beloved fon, in whom he is 
well pleafed, interceding for the tranfgref- 
Ibrs ; Ifrael was fpared for the iake of 
Aaron, but Aaron himfelf was accepted foi* 
the fake of Chrift. 

And now, I would willingly hope, that 
this fcene begins to open upon you, in all 
it's glory. For furely the brighteft imagi- 
nation cannot figure to itfelf a more exad 
and lively reprefentation of our finfulnefs> 
of the divine wrath, and the tnercies of re- 
demption. Under this moft affedling image 
of rebellious Ifrael, fmitten with a pefti- 
lence,. and faved by the interceflion of 
Aaron, are defcribed to us the miferable 

« 

and loft ftate of man after the fall, the 
terrible execution of God's juftice on the 
one hand, and the gracious interpofition of 

our 



itaur Redeemer on the other, with the ef- disc. 
feds of both* 



VII. 



Were the men of Ifrael fmners and fe- 
bck againft their God ? So we are all. 
All have finned; all have broken their alle- 
giance to their Creator and Sovereign, and 
gone over to his and their enemy. When 
we read of the repeated tranfgreflions of 
i Ifrael, with the mercies and the judgments 
of heaven frefh in their memories, nay 
even before their eyes, we are amazed and 
confounded, and almoft tempted to difbe- 
lieve the accounts of fuch horrible per- 
verfenefs and ingratitude. But confcience 
fleepeth all this while, and we ftand in 
need of a Nathan, to tell each of us, 
" Thou art the man.*' For who amongfl: us 
has not experienced the mercies of God; 
and who has not abufed them ? Who has 
not trembled at his j udgments ; and who 
has not forgotten them again ? Who, in 
the hour of ficknefs and forrow, has not 
made vows and refolutions of amendment ; 
and who, in the day of health and glad- 

nefs. 
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DISC, nefs, has not broken thofe vows and refo- 

VII 

1_ lutions ? Alas, my brethren, our own 

hearts, if we do but confult them, muft 
tell us, that the hiftory of Ifrael is true, 
and that we all have in us, derived from , 
our common father Adam, a portion of 
the fame rebellious fpirit which was in 
them. ** Are we better than they ? No, 
'* in no wife; for, as faith an apoftle, we 
'* have charged both Jews and Gentiles," 
that is, all the world, ** that they are all 
" under fin ; as it is written" in the Scrip- 
tures of truth, *' There is none -righteous, 
" no not one ; there is none that under- 
** ftandeth, there is none that feeketh after 
•* God. They are all gone out of the way, 
*' they are altogether become unprofitable, 
** there is none that doeth good, no not 
** one. Their throat is an open fepulchrej 
*^ with their tongues they have ufed de- 
*' ceit ; the poifon of afps is under their 
*^ lips ; whofe mouth is full of curfing and 
" bitternefs ; their feet are fwift to fhed 
** blood ; deftrudtion and mifery are in 
'* their ways, and the way of peace have 

« they 
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^ •• they not known ; there is no fear of disc. 
I " Gqd before .their eyes — All have finned, ^"*^^ 
\ *' and come fliort of the glory of God/' 
Such is the Scripture account of fallen 
man; fuch are the works of which the 
world hath been full from the beginning, 
and is likely to continue fo unto the end. 
Mankind, therefore, refemble the pepple 
of Ifrael in their fins. Let us next exa« 
miqe, whether they do not likewife re- 
femble them in their puniihment. 

Did Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, with 
all their company, go down into the pit ? 
Did a fire come forth from the Lord, and 
confume the two hundred and fifty men 
that offered incenfe ? And did a raging 
peitilence fweep off the murmtirers by 
thoufands? What are we taught by all 
this, but the fame concerning lefTon, which 
the apofUe teaches us in words, that " the 
•' wages of fin is de^th," and that " death 
•* pafled upon all men, for that all have fin- 
" ned." Forfeiture of life and inheritance 
neceflarily followed the tranfgrefiion^ In 

VOL. II. N Adam 
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* 
DISC. Adam all died ^ all became mortal In their 

V bodies, and fubje<fted to the fentence of na- 
tural death. And not only fo, but the fouls 
of men were deprived by fin of communis 
cation with God, who is the ^ntain of 
fpiritual life ; and both foul and body were 
in danger of eternal death. When, there- 
fore, we behold the camp of Ifrael in the 
wildernefs, vifited by the divine judgments; 
when we fee fome going down alive into 
the dreadful pit; others burnt up in a 
moment by fire from heaven; and a pefti- 
lence threatening to confumcthe reft; when 
we look around, and view, in every part of 
the pidlure, the dying and the dead; do 
we not at once acknowlege the original 
from which it is drawn, and difcem in it 
the too, too faithful portrait of a fallen 
world, full of mifery and death, becaufe 
full of fin and rebellion ! 



But what ? Muft we then indeed perifh? 
Muft we all perifh ? " Will the Lord caft 
*^ off fof ever ; and will he be favourable 
** no more ? Is his mercy clean gone f^^ 
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" ever ? Doth his promife fail for ever- disc. 

^^ moFC ? Hath God forgotten to be gra- [^ 

^ cious ? Hath he in anger fhut up his 
" tender mercies ?*' Is the plague begun 
oikiong the people, and is there no perfon 
who can ftay it ? O not fo, blefled be 
oar gracious God; there is yet hope of 
cooifort, health, and fakation. Turn your 
lyes once more to the inflrudive pi<3:ure, 
and there view the Interceflbr making a- 
tonement, and faving the remnant of his 
people* Deftrucftion vv^as not the end for 
which God formed man. " For God 
*' made not death. He created man to be 
^ immortal, and made him an image of 
** his ov^n eternity. Through envy of the 
** devil came death into the world, and 
** ftill, as at the firft, they alone who hold 
♦'of his fide do find it.*' The covenant 
_ of works being broken by tranfgreflion, 

m 

the covenant of grace in^mediately fuc- 
cceded in it's room. This was the reme- 
dy provided againft fin and death, and the . 
hleffed means of reconciliation fore-ordain- 
td by the Divine Perfons, before the foun* 

N 2 dation 
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t> t s c. dation of the world ; that the finner, who ■ 

" had no righteoufnefs of his own to plead 

in arrcft of judgment, upon the new terms 1 

of this a£t of grace, might again find 

acceptance and life, through the divine ia- 

tisfa<flion and interceffion of our Lord Jc- 

fus Chrift. He was confecrated to be our 

High Prieft, and ordained to perform an 

office, in attempting which, every high 

prieft taken from among men muft elfe 

have failed. He had ho need to offer fa- 

crifice for his own fins, fince he had none; 

but being himfelf all righteous, was per- 

feftly qualified to fave others, -Nor was 

his prieflhood to pafs from one to anothefi 

or to have an end like that of Aaron, but 

it was eternal and unchangeable, as the 

Son of God who exercifed it. Such was 

our High Prieft, who perceived that, on 

account of man's tranfgreiOion, wrath was 

gone forth from the prefence of the Lord, 

and that the plague was begun among the 

people. And he faw that there was no 

man, and wondered that there was no in- 

tercefifor. Therefore he arrayed himfelf in 

the 
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the holy garments of glory and beauty j he disc. 
put on a breaft-plate of righteoufnefs, and ^"v 
a robe of inviolable fanftity^ and he was 
clad^ over all^ with zeal as a cloke. He 
was anointed with the oil of gladnefs, with 
the Holy Ghoft and with power ; and on 
his head was a crown of falvatlon and 
gbry. Thus adorned and fitted for the 
work^ he put on, for incenfe, the merits 
of his fufierings. He ran into the midfl of 
God's people, as a mediator, interpofing 
Idmfelf between the parties at variance, in 
order to reconcile them. He met the 
burning wrath, and turned it afide from all 
believers. He flood, and ftands now, be- 
tween the dead and the living, between 
thofe who^ by oppofing his method of fal- 
vation^ will die in their fins, and thofe 
who, Kving and believing in him, (hall 
oevcr die eternally. He is at the right 
hand of God, ever making interceflion for 
us. And fo the plague is ftayed. A ftop 
is put to the progrefs of everlafting de- 
ftruftion. The fiery fword of ofi^ended 
juftice cannot reach, nor fh?ill the fecond 

N 3 death 
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DISC, death have any power over fuch as accept 
Z2l^ the atonement which he hith made for 
them, and thankfully receive the benefits 
of his all-prevailing interceflion. ** There 
^^ is now no condemnation to them that 
" are in Chrift Jefus." 

And can any thing then, my brethren, 
prevent our accepting this atonement^ and 
thankfully receiving the benefits of this 
interceflion ? Can any thing induce us, 
when the bountiful hand of mercy hath 
filled, and holdeth out the cup of falvatJon, 
to dafh it untafted froni us ? Nothing can, 
but an utter ignorance of our fin, and of 
our danger. Could a dying Ifraelite have 
been prevailed upon, think you, to rejcd 
the atonement and interceflion of Aaron ? 
. No furely. Only fee how hope revives in 
their countenances, and joy fparkles in 
their eyes, all turned and fixed upon him 
in the execution of his prieftly office. And 
why ? Becaufe they were fenfible of their 
wretched and perilous efl:ate. They needed 
not to be told, that they were expiring by 

the 
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the peftilencc They knew it, they felt disc. 
it; they were looking wiflifully around ^'^V 
them for help and deliverance, ready with 
eagernefs and impatience, with gratitude 
and thankfulnefs, to fnatch at it, and em- 
brace it, the moment it ihould appear. O 
why are not we fb ? Why do we hear of 
the atonement and interceffion of the holy 
Jefus, with fo much cold indifference ? 
Why, but becaufe we fee not, we know 
not, we feel not the want of them. And 
yet, what is there, within us, or without 
us, that doth not teach and ihew it us ? 
To tell you that the world is full of forrow 
is no news ; to tell you that the world is 
full of fin, is, I prefume, no news. And 
from what would you defire to be deliver- 
ed, if not from fin and forrow ? To tell 
you that a fentence of death is pafled upon 
the bodies of men, and that, without re- 
demption, a fentence of condemnation 
Will be pafled upon their fouls and bodies 
^00, this likewife. is no news to any one of 
you. Daily experience proves the firft, and 
^c Scripture afiferts the fecond. And from 

N 4 what 
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p I s c. what would you wifli to be faved, if not from 
^^'' death and condemnation ? Or what, in point 
of wretched nefs and horror, was the camp 
of Ifrael with the peftilence in the midft 
of it, if compared to fuch a world as this ? 
Go, thou who art tempted to rejedt, or to 
negledl the fatisfaSion of Chrift, go to the 
bed of ficknefs, and undraw the curtains of 
affliftion; afk him who lies racked with 
pain, and trembling at the thoughts of the 
wrath to come, what his opinion is con- 
cerning the doftrine of atonement ; and ob- 
ferve how the name of a Saviour and Inter- 
cefTor puts comfort and gladhefs into his 
forrowful and affrighted foul, at a time 
when the treafures and the crowns of eaft- 
ern kings would be utterly contemned, as 
equally vain, worthlefs, and unprofitable, 
with the dull of the earth. Then refleft, 
that fuch, one day, muft be thy ftatej and 
in that ftate, fuch infalliWy will be thy 
thoughts and fenfations. And did the cares 
and pleafures of the world fuifer living 
men to think and feel as dying men do, 
jthe iDterceflion of Chrift would be regarded 

and 
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and accepted by Chriftians, as that of disc 
Aaron once was by Ifrael. Now, indeed, ^''' 
the fentkneats of men on this great point 
may be different, becaufe their paflions and 
their prejudices are different: but we fhall 
all think alike upon the fubje<S, when pof- 
iion fhall ceafe, and prejudice be no more, at 
the hour of death, and in the day of judg- 
ixient. In that lafl and concerning day, 
the fcene on which we have been jnedi- 
trating fhall be again exhibited, in it's moft 
awful and tremendous accomplifhment. 
Inflead of the earthly pit opening it's mouth 
Xo fwallow up Korah and his company, the 
infernal pit of everlafling deflrudtion fhall 
difclofe it's bottomlefs depth, to receive 
alive into it the great adverfary, and all 
that have taken part with him againfl God 
and Chrifl. Inflead of fire from the pre- 
fence of the Lord, to confume the two 
hundred and fifty that offered incenfe, 
•• Behold the day cometh, that fhall burn 
'* as an oven, and all the proud, yea apd 
*' all that do wickedly, fhall be as flubble, 
" and the day that cometh fjiall burn them 

'' up. 
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DISC <• up, and leave them neither root nor 
^"' *« branch." Inftead of the peftilencc to^ 
deftroy fourteen thoufand only of his mur^ 
muring people, the inexhauftible floods i£ 
almighty vengeance, heaped up for ages» 
ihall be poured out, to drown rebellious 
fpirits in irrefiftiblc perdition. Then, whc 
the heavens fhall melt with fervent heat al 
around, the fiery gulph rolling beneath 
and the earth, upon which we ftand, fink 
ing down into the flames, then what 
fight will it be, to .behold our bleflec:::^ 
Aaron, our great mediator, ftanding up^ % 
and interpofing his merits between the dea^cd 
and the living ; between thofe who, difi)e — 
lieving, have murmured againft him, aa^ 
thofe who, believing, have ferved and obejr - 
cd him. Then tremble, thou wretch, wIb-^ 
haft blafphemed, or flighted the intcrccC— 
fion of Jefus. But rejoice greatly, O 
ful foul, whofe truft hath ever been 
Him ; thy falvation is fure, and the day 
thy redemption is come : rejoice, aa 
fliout aloud for joy ; join the chorus of ara 
gels, and the fpirits of juft mea made pcir 
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fed, the ten thoufand times ten thoufand, disc. 

I and thoufands of thoufands, whom the ^"' 

well-beloved John heard faying, ** Worthy 

'* is the Lamb that was flain, to receive 

'' power, and riches, and wifdom, and 

" ftrength, and honour, and glory, and 

'* blefling," And with them let '* every 

** creature which is in heaven, and on the 

** earth, and under the earth, and fuch as 

** are in the fea, and all that are in them," 

exalt their voices, and proclaim, *' Blef- 

** fing, and honour, and glory, and power, 

** to him that fitteth upon the throne, and 

** unto the Lamb, for ever and ever.'* 

Amen \ 

* The plan and fubftance of the foregoing Difcourfe are 

'^aken from one publiflied fome years ago, by my late learned 

^nd valuable friend, the Reverend Mr. Watson. But it 

always feemed to me, as I frequently ufed to tell him, that 

Jjie had much abated the force and energy which the compo- 

^tion would otherwife have poffefTed, by introducing a fe- 

condary and fubordinate fubjedl, which continually diverted 

the attention of his reader from the primary and principal 

one. I was therefore tempted to work up his admirable ma* 

terials afreih, with fome few alterations and additions, that 

fo noble a fubjedt as the Interceilion of Chriil, illuftrated by 

that of Aaron, might (laud out to obfervation, Jimplex dun^ 

faxat et unum^ 
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DANIEL IN BABYLON. 



DANIEL VI. 10. 



STow when Daniel knew that the writing wasfipiti^ 
he went into bis boufe \ and bis windows being 
open in bis cbamber towards Jerufakm^ be kneeled 
upon bis knees tbree times a day^ and prayed^ and 
gave tbanks before bis God, as be did aforetime. 

TH E chapter relates to us a confpi- d i s ci 
racy formed by die Babylonian ^'''* 
princes againfl: Daniel^ becaufe the king, 
*' finding an excellent fpirit in him»" had 
preferred him above them all. For we 
read of no crime but his merit, which in- 
deed is a crime fufficiently heinous in the 
eyes of thofe who are deftitute of it. At 
all erents therefore Daniel muft be im- 
peached. 
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DISC, peached. The only queftion was, in what 
' form it fhould be done. " Concerning the 
" kingdom," and his fidelity to his fove- 
rcign, " they could find (and we may be 
** fiire it was not ioi want of diligence in 
** fearching) none occafion or fault \ for- 
** afmqch as he was faithful, neither was 
** there any error or fault found in him." 
And now, what do they fix upon, as an 
article of impeachment again ft him ? Why 
truly, his piety. " We fhall not find 
** (fay thefe ftatefmen) any occafion againft 
** tihia Daniel, unlefs we find it againft him 
** ccMiccming the law of his God." But 
fbme difficulty there ftill remained in the 
execution of this projed:; as, it fcems, 
there was no law yet in being, even in Ba- 
bylon itfelf, that inflicfted a penalty upon a 
man for being eminently devout. The great 
men therefore aiTembling together, went in 
a body to the king, and prevailed upon him 
to fign a decree, which flattered his pride, 
that ^* whofoever fhould afk a petition of 
" any God, or man, for thirty days, fave of 
" him> fhould be caft into the den of lions." 

Thus 
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Thus was atheifm eftablifhed by law in the d i s c* 
' court, city, and empire of Babylon, for the ' 
fpace of one month , and now, let any one 
^a)\ who dared. But the contrivers of this 
new law were well enough acquainted with 
Daniel's charader, to know, that fear of 
the lions would never caufe him to give 
over his devotions for one day, much lefs 
fo thirty. And fo accordingly it turned 
out. For " when Daniel knew that the 
*' writing was figned, he went into his 
*' houfe ; and his windows being open ia 
*^ his chamber towards Jerufalem, he kneel- 
*' ed upon his knees three times a day, and 
" prayed, and gave thanks before his' God, 
^* as he did aforetime/' Never, furely, did 
the (pirit and power of devotion fhine forth 
with greater luftre, than at this time, in 
the perfon of Daniel, upon his knees, in 
fttch circumftances. Let us therefore me- 
ditate iFor a while on an objedt, which, as 
we are aflured by the fequcl, engaged the 
attention of heaven itfelf. 

If we confider the fituation of Daniel 

io 
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DISC, in Babylon^ it will teach us that we 

^"^' ought on no account to omit our daily de-* 

votions. And if we confider the manner 

<& his praying, it will teach us how We 

ought to perforai them. 

With regard to Daniel's fituation in Ba- 
bylon, we may contemplate him as one in 
captivity in a ftrange and heathen land ; as 
one incumbered with the concerns of a 
vaft empire \ and as one in danger of his 
life for what he did. 

It had been no wonder to have feen 
Daniel devout in Jerufalem. For there 
was the temple of God, the true church 
' and worfhip, frequented by all his coun- 
trymen. There dwelt the holy one of 
Ifrael, and the light of his countenance 
vifited, and fhone continually upon them. 
But when Jerufalem was trodden down of 
the Gentiles, and the temple laid low in 
the duft ; when the Lord had " covered 
'* the daughter of Sioft with a cloud in the 
•• day of hi3 anger/' when " the glory 

« was 






**was departed from Ifrael," and Daniel^ disc, 
with the reft of thofe that efcaped the ^"'y 
flaughter, had been led away into capti- 
vity, among infidels and fcofFers ; that the 
holy fire of devotion fhould burn and (hine 
through all thefe difadvantages and temp- 
tations, this was indeed a fight, which 
God himfelf delighted to behold ; as fuch 
devotion could fpring from nothing elfe, 
but that love of him in the heart, men- 
tioned by king . Solomon, which ** many 
*' waters cannot quench, neither cin the 
" floods drown it ;" all the forrows and 
afflidions in the world cannot extinguiih 
it ; but it will break through, and triumph 
glorioufly, as we find it did, in the cafe 
before us. In Babylon, as well as in Jeru- 
falem, " Daniel prayed three times a day." 
And there are two circumftances men- 
tioned, which feem to have contributed to- 
wards keeping his faith and devotion alive 
and vigorous in thofe worft of times, name- 
ly, meditation in the Scriptures, and a fe- ' 
vere temperance. For in his ix**" chapter 
he tells us, that *' he underftood by books 
VOL. II. o ** the 
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DISC " the number of the years whereof the 
"' *' word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the 
" prophet, that he would accomplifh fe- 
" verity years in the defolations of Jerufa- 
** lem," And in the firft chapter we have 
an account of his refufing the luxuries 
of the regal table, and choofing to live 
upon diet of the plaineft kind. Through 
patience and comfort of the Scriptures, 
therefore, he had hope, and lived in ex- 
peiftation of feeing the divine promifes ac- 
compliflied, in the reftoration of Ifrael io 
their own land, and the rebuilding of the 
temple, for which he continually prayed: 
while, by a ftridt and holy abftinence, he 
kept his heart from being enfnared by 
the good things of Babylon, and fufFered 
not his body to gain the afcendant over his 
foul. O great and glorious example to 
every Ifraclite in Babylon, that is, to every 
Chrijiian in the world! Let him likewife 
underftand, by the divine books, the writ- 
ings of the prophets and apoftles, that the 
time approaches, when the church univer- 
,fal fhall be delivered from her captivity, 

and 
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and the bondage of corruption, into the i>isc, 
glorious liberty of the fons of God; and 
therefore, as a ftranger and pilgrim here 
upon earth, let him abftain from flefhly 
lufts, and not be brought under the power 
of fenfe; praying always, and haftening 
unto the coming of the day of God. 
This if he fhall negled: to do, let him 
know affuredly, that Daniel will rife up in 
the judgment againft him, and condemn 
him. And much more fo, if living in a 
Chriftian country, where the true church 
and worfhip are eftabliflied, he fhall omit 
to do that which Daniel never omitted to 
do, among his heathen enemies. 

But perhaps we have too much bufinefs 
upon our hands, to fpare time for our de- 
votions. Time is very precious with moft 
people, when they are to perform their de- 
votions ; and if they have not enough for 
every body, they generally make free, in 
the firft place, with their Creator. But 
let thefe men of bufinefs confider the cafe 
of Daniel. Have they more bufinefs than 
he had, who was the firfl of the three pre- 

o 2 fidents 
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DISC, fidents appointed to receive and audit all 
^^"' the accounts of an hundred and twenty 
princes, fet over the vaft empire of PerjGa, 
of which, at that time, almoft all the king- 
doms of the earth were provinces ? It 
would puzzle one to conceive a man in a 
iituation that would afford him lefs leifure. 
Yet all this bufmefs did Daniel difchargc 
faithfully and punftually, and found time 
to pray, and give thanks before his God> 
thrice every day conftantly. The iame we 
may obferve of king David, who, though 
frequently engaged in war, as well as 
the management of a kingdom, yet made 
and kept the very fame refolution as to his 
devotions. '* At evening and at morning, 
** and at noon day (fays he) will I pray, 
*' and that inftantly, and he fhall hear my 
** voice." Nay, this did not content him 
in the matter of thankfgiving ^ for, ** fe'- 
*' ven times a day (fays he elfe where) do I 
*' praife thee, becaufe of thy righteous 
** judgments." And it was he who, amidlb 
all the cares of ftate, compofed and fungj 
to the harp thofe divine hymns, whichi 

have 
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s have been the delight of the faithful from disc. 
that day to this, and fhall be fo to the end ^'^ ' 
of the world. To thefe examples from the 
facred hiftory we may add that of a prince 
of our own, the great and good king Al- 
fred, whofe wifdom and diligence reflored 
diis kingdom from a ftate of the greateft 
confufion to one of the moft perfecfl order, 
and prcferved it in the fame all the while 
he fat upon the throne. Yet no lefs than 
eight hours, out of the four and twenty, 
did this monarch, fo engaged, allot to read- 
ing, meditation, and prayer. Now all thefe 
are matters of fadl, and fhew us what may 
be done by perfons, who will fet to work 
in good earneft, and make a prudent difpo« 
fition of their time. For in one of thefe 
two refpeds it is moft certain that man 
muft be deficient, who pretends that he 
Cannot find time to ferve God ; fincc Da- 
niel, when prime miniiler in the court of 
I^crfia, ^* prayed and gave thanks before his 
** God, three times a day/' 

And this he continued to do, even when 

03 the 
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DISC, the law was paffed, which made it certain 
^"^' death. " When Daniel knew that the 
" writing was figned, he went to his houfe, 
** and, his windows being open in his 
*' chamber towvds Jerufalem, he kneeled 
" upon his knees three times a day, and 
*' prayed, and gave thanks before his God, 
•'as he did aforetime.'* He did his duty 
exaAly according to his ufual cuftom, as 
if nothing had happened, and no law had 
been paffed, or any thing faid at court 
about it. He would not go to any other 
place, where his enemies might not have 
found him, but went to his own houfe, ] 
whither he might fuppofe they would fol- \ 
low him. He would not fecrete himfelf 
in any private or remote corner of the 
houfe, but repaired forthwith to his own 
chamber, the place whereunto he always 
reforted. He thought it not enough tcz 
pray inwardly with his mind, which h^ 
might have done in any pofture, witho 
being perceived, but made his body be 
it's accuftomed part in the fervice ; •* 
'* kneeled upon his knees." He contenter 
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not himfelf with praying once, or twice disc. 
only, dropping the third time in the mid- ^"'' 
die of the day, on account of the immi- 
nent danger he was in, but made up his 
full and ufual complement ; '^ He kneeled 
** upon his knees three times a day." Nor 
did he pray only, and not give thanks^ cut- 
ting off fome part of the fervice, to make 
the time of danger fhorter, but performed 
the whole, without curtailing or diminifh- 
ing aught ; ** He prayed, and gave thanks 
" before his God, as he did aforetime." 
And, in fhort, he would not fo much as 
fhut his windows, but did all this, ** his 
** windows in his chamber being open to- 
** wards Jerufalem." In order to fhew 
the meaning of this laft circumftance, we 
muft have recourfe to a noble paffage in 
King Solomon's prayer at the dedication .of 
the temple, which Daniel had in his eye, 
and by which he direfted his condu6t. 
I Kings viii. 46, &c. ** If thy people fin 
'• againfl thee (for there is no man that 
** finneth not) and thou be angry with 
•* them, and deliver them to the enemy, 

04 " fo 
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fo that they carry them away captives to 
the land of the enemy, far or near : yet 
if they (hall bethink themfelves in the 
land whither they were carried captives, 
and repent, and make Application unto 
thee in the land of them that carried 
them away captives, faying, we have 
finned, and have done perverfely, we 

have committed wickednefs ; and fb re- 

» 

turn unto thee with all their heart, and 
with all their foul, in the land of their 
enemies which led them away captive, 
and pray unto thee toward their lani^ 
which thou gavejl unto their fat hers ^ the 
city which thou haji chofen^ and the houfe 
which L have built for thy name ; then 
hear thou their prayer and fupplication 
in heaven thy dwelling place, and main- 
tain their caufe, and forgive thy people 
that have finned againft thee, and all 
their tranfgrefi[ions wherein they have 
tranfgrefl!ed againft thee, and give them 
compaflion before them that carried them 
captive, that they may have compaflloli- 
on them." The circumftance therefore^ 
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of ** praying towards Jerufalem " being disc* 



thus enjoined, Daniel would by no means 
omit it. And now, let us confider with 
ourielves, how clear the confcience, how 
holy the foul, how ftedfaft the faith, how 
lively the hope, how fervent the charity, 
how invincible the courage of Daniel muft 
have been, who, in fuch circumftances, 
could calmly and compofedly go on in the 
regular and exaft performance of his ftated 
devotions. Let us confider of how great 
confequence the due performance* of them 
is, if, with death in it's moft horrible form 
before his eyes, he thought he could not 
juftify a fingle omiflion of them. And when- 
ever we are tempted to negledt our prayers, 
let us remember that Daniel, though the 
den of lions was to be the confequence, 
** kneeled upon his knees three times a 
** day, and prayed, and gave thanks before 
^* his God, as he did aforetime." 

We have now taken a view of the litua- 
^ion of Daniel in Babylon. We have con- 
fidered him as one in captivity in a ftrange 

and 
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DISC, and heathen land ; as one encunnbered with 
^"^' the concerns of a vaft empire ; and as one 
in danger of his life for what he did ; and 
hence we have been convinced, it is to be 
hoped, that nothing ought to make us 
omit our daily devotions • 

From the fame great example we may 
learn how we ought to perform them, 
with regard to place, pofture, time, and 
matter. 

As to place, Daniel, we find, ** went to 
** his houfe, and fhut himfelf up in his 
" chartiber." And our blefled Lord has 
enjoined us all to do the fame. *' Thou 
** when thou prayeft, enter into thy cham- 
" her, and fliut the door." And the reafon 
is plain. He who would pray, muft firft 
retire. The fpirit of the world and the 
fpirit of prayer are contrary the one to the 
other, and experience will teach any one, 
that he cannot well pray in a crowd. Bu- 
finefs, or pleafure, or even common con- 
verfation, if it be about the things of this 

world. 
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world, and continued for any long time, will disc. 
ftrangely indifpofe the mind for devotion; 
and the foul, before Ihe can take her flight 
to heaven, muft plume and balance her 
wings by holy meditation. She muft rally 
her fcattered and diffipated thoughts, and 
fix them on the bulinefs fhe is going about. 
She muft confider the nature of God, to 
whom fhe is to pray ; of herfelf who is to 
pray to him -, and of thofe things for which 
fhe is to pray to him. She muft know 
the fins fhe has been guilty of, to confefs 
them; and the graces fhe ftands in need 
of, to petition for them. All this is not 
to be done but by deep meditation; and 
meditation, which is the mother of devo- 
tion, is the daughter of retirement. They 
who do not meditate, cannot pray; and 
they who do not retire, can do neither. 
God help, and have mercy upon all thofe, 
who are in this moft wretched and de- 
plorable flate ; as all muft be, who pafs 
their days in a fenfelefs round of vain 
axnufements and diverfions, in a continual 
hurry and diflipation of thought, ignorant 

of 
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DISC, of the benefits and comforts of the clofet^ 
. and therefore ignorant of the true ftate of 

their minds, ignorant of their Saviour, ig- 
norant of their duty, ignorant of every 
thing which they were fent into the world 
to learn. Thus they live, and — thus they 
die! If therefore we conceive a dread of 
fuch a life, and fuch a death (and too 
great a dread we cannot conceive), let us 
learn of holy Daniel to commune with 
our own heart, and with God, in our 
chamber. And then let us judge ourfelvcs 
to have made fome progrefs in the divine 
life, when the pleafures we find there are 
preferred (as every experienced Chriftian 
knows they ought to b^ preferred) to all 
the pleafures the world can offer. 

Next to the place, we are to confider 
the pofture in which Daniel prayed. He 
" kneeled upon his knees, with his face 
*' towards Jerufalem." The Chriftian war- 
rior differs from all others in this parti- 
cular, that he is never fo fure of conqueft, 
as when he enters into the battle in this 

attitude. 
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attitude. The adverfary had rather find disc. 
him in any fituation than this, which is ^^"* 
indeed his beft pofture of defence againft 
all temptations whatfoever. Daniel was fb 
entirely fecure in it, that he valued not the 
roaring of all the ' lions in the den of Ba- 
bylon, juft opening their mouths to devour 
him* Nor need the devout foul regard a 
whit more the rage and fury of that " roar- 
" ing lion," fpoken of by the apoftle, " who 
*^ goeth about continually up and down in 
" the earth, feeking whom he may de- 
" vour." I fay, the devout foul need not 
regard it ; fojr we muft not forget, that the 
pofture of the body can profit nothing, un- 
lefs it be accompanied with -that difpofition 
of mind, which it is defigned to reprefent. 
We are found hypocrites, if we are not 
inwardly what we appear outwardly to be, 
when we fall upon our knees. For the 
intention of fo doing is to teftify an aw- 
ful fenfe of the power and glory of God, 
and as deep an one of our own infirmity 
and unworthinefs, under which we fink 
down to the earth from whence we were 

taken. 
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D 1 sc, taken, and acknowlege ourfelves to be but 

1 finful duft and afhes. By this aft, when 

rightly performed, the mind going along 
with it, we obey the divine command, 
•* Humble yourfelves under the mighty 
*• hand of God;" where the apoftle addreiTes 
us as criminals, under the hand of juftice, 
uplifted to ftrike the fatal ftroke^ which 
there is no way of avoiding, but by filing 
to the earth. In a word, the duty of prayer 
is founded upon the fufficiency of God, as 
an almighty Creator and Redeemer, and 
our wants, as finfiil creatures ; both which 
great truths we confefs at onco^ by meekly 
kneeling upon our knees ; and therefore 
this is the proper pofture for prayer. But 
what {hall we fay of Daniel '* fetting his 
^* face towards Jerufalem,*' when he pray- 
ed ? Are we to imitate him in that like- 
wife ? Undoubtedly, Not according to 
the letter, but the fpirit. The old'Jeru- 
falem and temple are deftroyed, to be re- 
built no more ; in the room of which a 
new Jerufalem and a new temple have long 
fince arifen. The new Jerufalem is the 

Chriilian 
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Chriftian church, and the Lord God and disc, 
the Lamb are the temple. To Chrift we 
mull turn our eyes ; in the union and 
:ommunion of his church we muft offer 
ip our prayers. Daniel praying in Baby- 
on looked towards Jerufalem ; the Chrif- 
ian praying in the world fliould look to- 
ivards heaven, towards that new, fpiritual, 
and celeftial city of the living God, whofe 
foundations are upon the holy and ever- 
lafting hills, and which cannot be removed, 
but ftandeth faft for ever. Thither let him 
look, thither let him pray, in this land of 
his captivity. 

But when, and how often is he to pray ? 
?Vith regard to this point alfo, Daniel will 
riftru6t him, who " kneeled upon his 

* knees three times a day i" that is to fay, 
nthe words of holy David before cited, 
•At morning, and at evening, and at noon 

* day/' What man is he, that can help 
offering up his morning facrifice of devo- 
tion, when awaking from fweet fleep, re- 
frelhed and renewed, hci beholds all things 

as 
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DISC, as it were new created ? The fun ariies^ 
^"'' and finds the cattle upon a thouiand hilb 
waiting for his appearance^ and all the 
birds of the air ready to pay their tribute 
of thankfgiving, for the return of his glo- 
rious and enlivening beams. And (hall 
man — man, for whofe ufc and benefit ail 
thefe tilings were made — fliali man aloDe 
lie buried in fleep; or, when arifen, for- 
get to worihip his God ? Shall he not ra- 
ther roufe all his a'ffedUons at once, with 
thefe and the likjc ftrains of the fwcet 
linger iof Ifrael; — " Awake up my glory, 
*' awake lute and harp," every organ of 
my body, and faculty of my foul ; "I 
*^ myfelf will awake right early. O God, 
^^ thou art my God ; early will I feek 
'* thee. I will fing of thy power, O 
'* Lord, and praife thy mercy betimes iin 
** the morning. I will magnify thee, 
** God my king, and praife thy name f( 
*' ever and ever. Every day will I giv"^ 
** thanks unto thee, and praife thy nanrrs 
** for ever and ever." Now is the tinrrr: 
for us to take a view beforehand of eve^* 

thi 
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thing that is to be done in the day, to i>isc, 

VJII 

offer it to God with purity of intention, 1 

and pray for his grace to direct us in all 
things ; but more efpecially in thofe in- 
fiances, in which we are moft likely to 
need it ; as the conftitution, temper, fitua- 
tion, and circumftances of every perfon in 
the world make fome particular tempta^ 
tions more dangerous to Aim than others. 
Again : who, that was in his fenfes, when 
the evening clofes upon him, and configns 
him to the darknefs of the night, would 
venture to go to fleep (when for aught he 
knows he may awake in another world) 
without having firft examined himfelf con- 
cerning the thoughts, words, and adtions 
of the day, and fo confeffed and repented 
him of the lins therein committed, as to 
have rendered himfelf a proper objecft of 
the divine mercy through Chrift, into 
whofe hands he flibuld now commend his 
ipirit, as he would do with his dying 
breath ? Blefled is he, who thus begins 
and ends the day with God, and fo pafles a * 

life of piety and peace. His fleep jfhall be 
VOL. II. p fvveet 
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DISC, fweet indeed. And fweeteft of all fliaU be 
^"^' that laft fleep, out of which he fliall awake 
to glory in the morning of the refurrec- 
tion. With regard to Daniel's third hour 
of prayer, namely, noon, if they who have 
it not in their power to retire for that pur- 
pofe, would accuftom themfelves daily to 
think, at that hour, on Chrift, who was 
then nailed to the crofs for their iins, and 
lift up their fouls to God in a fliort prayer 
for lalvation by him, they would find 
themfelves much ftrengthened and refreih- 
ed thereby. As to thofe whom God has 
bleffed with more leifure, let them by all 
means follow Daniel's example, till they 
can find a better. Let them ** kneel upon 
** their knees three times a day;" and 
let thofe who retire at that feafon to adorn 
their perfons, take the opportunity of put- 
ting on the ornaments of grace, and re- 
newing the fpirit of their minds. 

Laftly, this fame great and fruitful ex- 
ample of holy Daniel affords us a diredion 
likewife as to the matter of our devotions. 

He 
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He ** prayed and gave thanks before his disc. 

'^ God, as he did aforetime." Prayer and 1 

thankfgiving therefore were the two parts 
of his daily fervice. What the nature of 
his prayer was, we may know from that 
recorded in the ix*** chapter, where he fets 
himfcif to confefs his fins, and thofe of 
his countrymen, and to intreat for mercy 
on Jcrufalem, with a fervour and affedlion 
never to be exceeded. Our devotions then, 
according to this model, muft confift of 
confeffion of fins ; deprecation of the pu- 
nifhments and judgments acknowleged to 
be juftly due to them ; fupplication for 
pardon, deliverance, and grace ; and inter- 
ceffion for the church, and all included in 

« 

her, our relations, friends, countrymen, 
and fellow Chriftians, and more efpecially 
for all the fons and daughters of afflidion ; 
the whole to be concluded with thankf- 
' giving * ; concerning which we may ob- 

* Let me be permitted to recommend to the reader, for 
his companion and diredlory in this way, J'he Denjotions of 
Btjhop Andrews, tranjlated from the Greek by Dean Stan- 
hope; a new and beautiful edition of which has been lately 
printed for Mr. Rivingtok, in St. Paul's Church-yard. 

p 2 ferve. 
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DISC, fcrvc, that no fituation in this world can 

L exclude the neceflity, and take away the 

ground of it; fince we find Daniel ** giving 
** thanks," when the city and temple of 
God were in alhes, and himfelf a captive 
in Babylon. Even then he not only *' pray- 
** ed/' but alfo " gave thanks before his 
** God, as he did aforetime." And indeed 
nothing but a brutifli ftupidity can hinder 
any man from feeing reafon to thank God, 
fo long as he grants him life, and ipace, 
by repentance and faith, to fecure to him- 
felf a part and portion in the glories of 
eternity. The pooreft beggar, in rags upon 
a dunghill, ought to blefs and praife the 
Lord without ceafing, that he has yet this 
privilege allowed him ; a privilege denied 
to fo many thoufand miferable fpirits; 
whofe day of grace has long lince expired 
in the night of everlafting death. What- 
ever therefore be our lot in this world, let 
us remember the apoftolical injundlion, 
" In all things give thanks :" and in order 
to ftir ourfelves up to the obeying it, let 
us only recount the mercies we have re- 
ceived 



it 
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celved through our Lord Jefus Chrift, at disc. 
fundry times, and in divers manners, fpiri- ^^"' 
tual and temporal, from the day of our 
birth to this prefent moment; and the re- 
fult will be, it muft be, that we fhall all, 
the pooreft and moft afflifted among us, 
make the Pfalmift's refolution our own; " I 
will always. give thanks unto the Lord,' 
his praife fhall ever be in my mouth :'* 
and whenever, like holy Daniel, we ** kneel 
*^ upon our knees to pray," we fhall, at 
the fame time, like him, '* give thanks 
** before our God." 

Thus therefore does Daniel not only 
ftrip us of every excufe for neglecSting our 
devotions, but give us likewife full inflruc- 
tions how to perform them, with regard to 
place, poflure, time, and matter. And let 
the bleffed effed: and reward of his devo- 
tion fire our fouls to an imitation of fo 
great and glorious an example. Would 
We be delivered from the power of the 
devil, and the bitter pains of eternal death ? 
Would we be holy, and jufl, and good ? 

p 3 Would 
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DISC. Would we be filled with wifdom and un- 
^^"* derftanding in the counfels of the Al- 
mighty ? Would we be high in the fa- 
vour of Heaven ? Nay, would we be fkved 
from temporal calamities, and brought to 
honour, eftecm, and reverence, in the fight 
of men ? Conftancy in prayer can open 
, a way to all thefe bleflings. For if we aik, 
why Daniel was preferved from the lions ? 
Why he was endued with fuch innocency 
of life ? Why he was admitted into the 
fecrets of the divine oeconomy ? Why he 
was ftyled, by way of eminence, ** the 
'* man greatly beloved ?" And why the 
name of God was glorified by his promo- 
tion in a heathen court ? The anfwer to 
all is — *^ He kneeled upon his knees three 
** times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks 
'' before his God." 



DISCOURSE IX. 



THE REDEMPTION OF TIME. 



E P H E S I A N S V. i6. 
« 

Redeeming the Time. 

MA N is often in Scripture compar- ^ j s c. 
ed to a merchant ; and there are 'x. 
three things more efpecially, which, con- 
fidered in that capacity, he is enjoined to 
purchafe at any rate. The firft is the King- 
dom of Heaven, likened by our Saviour, 
in one of his parables, to ** a pearl of great 
" price, vvrhich a merchant having met 
" Wixhy went and fold all that he had, and 
'' bought it." The fecond is Truth. " Buy 

p 4 <* the 
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DISC. « the truth, faith Solomon, and fell it not." 

IX 

1_ The third purchafe we are to make is that 

mentioned in the text : " Redeeming the 
'* Time." Ai\d this indeed opens the way 
to the other two; fince it is by a right 
employment of our Time, that we come 
to a knowlege and love of the Truth, 
which leads us to the Kingdom of heaven, 
through him, who is ^* the way, the truth, 
** and the life/' 

The phrafe, *' redeeming the time," fup- 
pofes us to have been formerly negligent 
in this fort of fpiritual traffic, and fo to 
have fuffered lofs ; which therefore we are 
to make up, by taking every opportunity of 
trading to advantage for the future. 

The ineftimable value and right improve- 
ment of time are therefore the fubjeds 
fuggefted to our nieditations by thefe words 
pf the apoftle ; in the profecution of which 
let us confider. Why Time fhould be re- 
deemed, and How it may be redeemed. 

Time, 
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Time, little as men account of it, is disc. 

the moft choice and precious thing in f_ 

the world. ^* The merchandife of it is 
*' better than the merchandife of filver, 
** and the gain thereof than fine gold." 
And this God feems to have pointed out 
to us, by the very manner of his giving 
it, fo different from that in which he 
vouchfafes his other gifts. For whereas 
he is gracioufly pleafed to beftow many of 
them upon us in large quantities, fo that 
we can keep fome ftore of them by us, 
with Time it is not fo. Of that there is 
but a moment in the world at once, which 
is taken away when another is given. If 
therefore the value of a thing rifes in pro- 
portion to it's fcarcenefs, what fliall a man 
give, or rather w^hat fliall he not give, for 
the redemption of Time, which is thus 
dealt out by Heaven, like fome rich and in- 
valuable cordial, in fingle drops, to the 
end, doubtlefs, that not one of them fhould 
be fufFered to fall to the ground ? We 
take no account of Time, but by the lofs 
pf it ; the clock which flrikes, informs us 

• — not 
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DISC. — not that we have fo much in our poflef- 
^ ' fion, but that fo much is gone from us : 
for which reafon it hath been ftyled /* the 
'^ knell of a departed hour," which rings 
out for the death of another portion of our 
time, admonifliing us to make a better ufe 
of that which remains. The prefent mo- 
ment only is our own. As to the future, 
God alone knows whether they will ever 
be prefent to us : and for the paft, they 
are never more to return ; which is a 

Second reafon why Time ought to be 
redeemed by all means in our power, be- 
caufe, when once paft, it never returns. 
The merchant, who knows that there is 
a precious commodity to be purchafed at a 
reafonable rate, by which his fortune may 
be made at once ; and knows withal, that, 
if he mifs this, he {hall never have fuch 
another opportunity ; what pains will he 
not take ? How early will he rife ; how 
late take reft ? How diligent will he be in 
fitting out his vefTel ? With what hafte 
will he put to fea ? With what earneftnefs 

and 
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apd anxiety will he watch the wind, and disc. 

(pread all his fails, to catch every breath *_ 

that may waft him in time to the port for 
which he is bound ? This is our very cafe 
to a tittle. Time is that precious commo- 
dity, by a right ufe of which our fortunes 
are made for ever, for ever and ever, to all 
eternity. And Time, when once gone, ne- 
ver returns. For where is yeflerday ? It is 
** with the years beyond the flood ;" and 
we can as foon bring back one, as the 
other. Were all the princes of the earth 
to unite the wifdom of their counfels, and 
the might of their kingdoms, they could 
not recall one Angle moment. How plain 
and obvious is this to the common fenfe of 
every man ! But who is there, that pays 
fo much regard to this well-known truth, 
as to regulate his conduct by it, and to 
make his adtions conformable to his know- 
lege ? Where is the Chriftian, who, in 
order to fecure a portion in the glories of 
eternity by a right employment of his 
time, ufeth half the diligence which is 
continually ufed by the merchants of the 

earth. 
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DISC, earth, to purchafc an uncertain tenure of 

1_ it's perifhable goods ? But fo it is, that 

let us look where wc will, whenever the 
things of this world are in view, we find 
men afting, in their feveral profcffions and 
callings, according to the beft and moft 
approved maxims of each ; projecting their 
fchemes wifely, and executing them vigor- 
pufly ; in a word, taking their meafures as 
if they were in earneft : whereas, behold 
the fame men confidered as Chriftians, en- 
gaged in the concerns of a better world; 
and a view of their condudt is really fuffi- 
cient to make a thinking unbeliever con- 
clude, that nine parts in ten of them either 
believe no more than himfelf, or elfe that 
a ftatute of lunacy ought forthwith to be 
taken out againft them. , If therefore we 
acknowlege, that time once paft never re- 
turns, let us acknowlege likewife that this 
is a good reafon why we fliould redeem 
what is paft, by making a right ufe of 
what is'prefent. And let us aft accord- 
ingly. 

A third 
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A third reafon why time ought to be d i s c, 
redeemed, is the confideration that it muft ^^' 
be accounted for. A fteward entrufted 
with the management of his lord's goods, 
and a perfon employed to trade for another, 
fliould of all men be the moft diligent and 
careful ; feeing that at a certain ftated time 
they are to deliver in an account of what 
they received, and the profits they have 
made ; upon the fidelity and exadtnefs of 
which, their future welfare is to depend. 
By thefe two cafes our Lord has thought 
proper to reprefent to us our ftate and con- 
dition in this life, in the parable of the 
Unjuft Steward, and that of the Ten Ta- 
lents. The goods and talents committed 
to our truft, to manage and improve to the 
beft advantage, are all the gifts of God, 
whether thofe of nature, fortune, or grace, 
that is, in fhort, every thing we are, and 
every thing we have. Of the ufe and im- 
provement we fhall have made of all thefe 
an account is to be delivered in at a day 
appointed ; and our eternal welfare depends 
upon it's being fuch an one as will abide 

the 
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DISC, the ftrift fcrutiny of him who committed 

IX 

L. them to us. The fteward, who appeared 

to have wafted his lord's goods, was dif- 
mifled from his fervice ; and from the un- 
profitable fervant, who, inftead of trading 
with his talent, buried it in the earth, that 
talent was taken, and he was *^ caft into 
** outer darknefs, where was weeping and 
*^ gnafhing of teeth.** Now time being, 
as I have fhewn, one of the choiceft and 
moft precious gifts of God to men, will, 
at the laft great day, be accounted for with 
a ftriiftnefs proportionable to it's value. Let 
us therefore take care that the'accufer of 
the brethren, the ever watchful and mali- 
cious adverfary of our falvation, have it not 

/ in his power to lodge an accufation againft 

us with our Lord, of our having wafted 
that good thing committed to us ; of hav- 
ing hidden that moft precious talent in the 
earth, inftead of trading with it to the beft 
advantage ; of having killed and buried our 
time in fenfuality, floth, and idlenefs. For 
this murder, like others, will not always 
be concealed ; the hours deftroyed in fecret 

will 
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will appear, when we leaft expe6l it, to disc. 
the unfpeakable terror and amazement of * 
our fouls; they arife from the dead, and 
fly away to heaven (whither they might 
have carried better news), and there tell fad 
tales of us, which we fhall be fure to hear 
of again, when we hold up our hands at 
the bar, and they (hall come as fo many 
fwift witneffes againft us. The confidera- 
tion therefore that we are to account for 
our time will be allowed as a third reafon 
why it fhould be redeemed. 

A fourth, and that no lefs ftrong and 

powerful than the former, is the fhortnefs 

and uncertainty of human life. No man 

knows precifely when his accounts will be 

called for; but this he does know moft 

infallibly, that it cannot be very long, and 

that it may be very focn.^ ** Why, alas, 

** does mortal man think to live long, when 

** he cannot promife to himfelf the next 

** minute ! How many have lamentably 

" deceived their own hearts in this point,* 

** and been fuddenly fnatched away ? How 

^^ often 
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DISC, <« often do we hear, how often do we read, 

IX 

L. " fuch a man is flain, another is drowned, 

'* a third has broke his neck with a fall, 
^* this man died eating, and that playing; 
** one perifhed by fire, another by the 
•* fword, another of a difeafe, another was 
*' flain by tliieves ! Thus death is quickly 
** the end of all, and man's life pafleth 
<* away like a fhadow that departeth*;" 
• ' like a tale that is told ; like a flower that 
fadeth ; like a poft that hafl:eth by ; like a 
bubble that rifes, and fliines, and finks 
again into the common mafs ; like a va- 
pour that appeareth for a little while, and 
then vaniflieth. This again is a truth uni- 
verfally acknowleged, infomuch that it is 
difficult to be for an hour in company, 
where the rapid progrefs of time is not 
made the fubjedt of an obfervation. And 
yet we are under fuch a delufion in our 
reckonings of this matter, that, although 
the time pafl: be certain, and that which is 
future be to the lafl: degree uncertain, yet 
we regard the former as nothing, and truft 

* Kempis, 

to 
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Jio the latter as if we could command at disc, 
leaft half the days of Methufelah, and had ^^* 
entered an cfFedtual caveat againft any claim 
which death might have upon us, until the 
expiration of four hundred years. Whereas 
" though men be fo flrong;/' that fome- 
times^ and that but very feldom indeed, 
comparatively fpeaking, *^ they come to 
*^ fourfcore years, yet is their ftrength ^hen ■ 
** but labour and Ibrrow, fo foon pafleth it 
" away, and we are gone/' And what ufe 
does the Pfalmift make of this confidera- 
tion ? It follows in the next verfe but 
one ; " Lord, teach us fo to number our 
*' days, that we may apply our hearts unto 
*' wifdom ;'* that is, teach us fo to medi- 
tate on the (hortnefs of our time, that we 
may improve it aright to the purpofes of 
falvation. The fame refledtion, and the 
lame inference drawn from it, occur in the 
XXX ix*^ Pfalm. *' When thou with re- 
'* bukes doft chaften man for fin, thou 
** makeft his beauty to confume away like 
** as it were a moth fretting a garment : 
•* every man therefore is but vanity." This 
VOL. II. (^ thought 
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DISC, thought melts the heart of the royal fup- 
^^' pliant into a religious tendernefs> and> dif- 
folved in penitential tears, he pours forth 
the following moft afFedling ft rains; ftrains, 
that fhould be continually in the mouth of 
the Chriftian pilgrim. ^* Hear my prayer, 
** O Lord, and with thine ears confider 
** my calling : hold not thy peace at my 
*' tears ; for I am a ftranger with thee, 
** and a fojourner, as all my fathers were, 
** O fpare me a little, that I may recover 
*' my ftrength before I go hence, and be 
*^ no mere feen-" It may be farther ob- 
ferved, upon this head, that we may learn 
an ufeful lelTon from an enemy. It is faid 
of the devil, that ** he is come down upon 
'• the earth, having great wrath, becaufe he 
** knoweth that he hath but a fhort time." 
Now, if the fhortnefs of the time allowed 
be an argument with him for labouring 
hard to deftroy our fouls, furely it ought to 
be one with us for labouring as hard to 
fave them : efpecially if we confider what 
that work is, and the difficulty of accom- 
pfifhing it, which fliall therefwe be the 

Fifth 
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- Fifth argument adduced for the redcmp- disc. 

tion of time. Time ought to be redeemed, 1_ 

becauie of the work we have to do, and 
the difficulty of doing it. Did we fee the 
hufbandman dreaming away his time, when 
all his fields lay uncultivated 5 or the. ge- 
nerals of an army killing an hour at cards, 
when the enemy was preparing to ftorm 
the camp ; or a pilot afleep, when the (hip 
was running direftly upon a rock j and did 
all thefe allege, as the reafon of their be- 
haviour, that they had nothing to doj we 
(hould think a madhoufe the only proper 
place for them ; and we fhould think 
right. But why do we not perceive, that 
there is not lefs of abfurdity and madnefs 
in the condudt of that Chriftian, who 
waftes his precious hours in idlenefs, and 
apologizes for it by faying, in the fame 
manner, that he has nothing to do: when 
perhaps the work of his falvation, that 
greateft of all works, the very work for 
which God fent him into the world, is 
not yet fo much as entered upon, or even 
thought of? The heart lies fallow; it is 

0^2 overrun 
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DISC, overrun with corrupt lufts and evil afifec- 
'^* tions ; the ground not yet broken up, much 
lefs the feed fown; and the time of harveft 
approaching : the Chriftian hufbandman, 
it feems, is dreaming, for he has nothing to 
do. The world, the flefh, and the devil, 
have united their forces, and temptation is 
at the gates, ready to carry all before it : the 
Chriftian warrior is taking his paflime, for 
he has nothing to do. The poor weather- 
beaten foul is driving, at the mercy of 
winds and waves, upon the ftormy and 
tempeftuous fea of this troublefome world, 
amidft rocks and quickfands: the Chriftian 
fteerfman is afleep, for he has nothing to 
do. Our Lord bids us watch and pray; he 
orders us to ftrive to enter in at the ftraight 
gate, by the narrow way ; he enjoins us to 
labour for the meat that cndureth ; his 
apoftle prefles it upon us to work out our 
falvation; yet we can perfuade ourfelves, 
that we have nothing to do. How is it 
then ? Are temptations fewer than they 
were, fo that there is no danger of falling 
into them, though we do not watch and 

pray 
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pray againft them ? Is the gate grown disc, 

wider, or the way made broader, fo that we ^ 

may enter in without driving ? Will the 
meat that endureth, any more than that 
which periflieth, drop into our mouths 
without labouring for it ? Can we obtain 
ialvation nowy without working it out ? 
Such news, perhaps, is fometimes brought 
us, and it cannot but be agreeable to flefli 
and blood. There is only one misfortune, 
which is, that it cannot poffibly be true, 
the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift being intended 
for the ufe of all ages and generations, and 
therefore remaining, like it's divine author, 
*' the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever." 
Nay, it feems to be a truth as clear as 
Scripture and experience can make any 
truth, that the world grows worfe as it 
grows older; confcquently, the difficulty 
of working out our falvation is increafed 
in proportion, and frefli force is daily added 
to the apoftolical argument ; " Redeeming 
" the time, becaufe the days are evil." And 
thus much for the fifth reafon why time 
ought to be redeemed, namely, the work 
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DISC. jffQ hzvQ to do, and the difficulty of do- 
, ing It. 

The laft reafon (hall be this, becaufc 
we have already loft fo large a propor- 
tion of the time allowed us for the pur- 
pofe. For if we confider, how many of 
our firft years pafied in a ftate of child- 
hood; how many more were played away 
in the heat and folly of youth > how long 
it was before we fate down to refled: upon 
our true condition in this world, upon the 
works which Chrift had done for us, and 
thofe which he had enjoined us to do, 
through his grace, for ourfelves ; how high 
we might by this time have ftood in the 
fcale of virtue, had we well Employed the 
numberlefs hours which we certainly might 
have well employed, and withal how low 
we now ftand, by having neglefted fo to 
employ them; I fay, if we ferioufly con- 
fider thefe things (for very ferious confi- 
derations they are), we fhall think it but 
reafonable that we endeavour by double di- 
ligence to repair former neglefts — reafon^' 

able^ 
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opportunity with joy, and on. our bended ^^- 
knees adore that mercy, fo much beyond 
all we could hope for, which has made it 
poffible for us by any means to redeem 
the time we have loft. For although this 
Ids, through a ftrange thoughtleiTnefs 
and blindnefs of mind, generally troubles 
and affli<9:s us lefs than any other, yet 

: think what tribulation and anguifh will 
feizc upon us, if by thefe means our work 
fhould be found unfinifhed at the day of 
death ! How precious will the hours then 
ieern^ that have formerly been thrown 
away on trifles ! How many worlds ftiall 
we then be ready to oiier for one of them ? 
And who can fay, that it will be granted ? 
Think on thofe wretched fpirits, who mif- 
Ipent their time while in the body, and are 
therefore now entered upon their portion 

of eyerlafting forrow. What would they 
ive for the opportunity vouchfafed us of 
ing reconciled to God, and bringing 

3fbrth fruits meet for repentance? Could 
sany of them be releafed from their prifon 

0^4. houfe. 
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DISC, houfe, and fent back into the world ios 

'_ one year, in how holy and heavenly a 

manner would they fpend it ! How deeply 
would they mourn for their fins ! How 
fervently would they pray for pardon! 
How earneftly would they exhort others to 
do likewife ! What therefore they would 
do, to be delivered from the bitter pains of 
eternal death, let us do, to avoid falling 
into them. I fhall clofe this head with 
that amazing defcription, given us by St. 
John in his Revelation^ of a tranfadion 
which is one day to happen. " I faw an- ' 
** other mighty angel come down from 
*' heaven, clothed with a cloud, and a 
** rainbow was upon his head, and his face 
*' was, as it were, the fun, and his feet as 
" pillars of fire. And he fet his right foot 
" in the fea, and his left foot on the earth, 
*< and cried with a loud voice, as when 
*' a lion roareth, and when he had cried, 
** itvtn thunders uttered their voices." 
But this wonderful and glorious perfon has 
a meifage to deliver to the inhabitants of 
the world, far more terrible than his cry, 

or 
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or the feven thunders that followed it. disc. 

** And he lift up his hand to heaven, and L, 

*• fware by him that livcth for ever and 
** ever, who created heaven and the things 
*^ that therein are, and the earth and the 
" things that therein are, and the fea and 
" the things that are therein, that there 

" SHOULD BE TIME NO LONGER.*' The 

proper inference furely is this ; ** Whib 
*' WE HAVE TIME, let US do good uuto 
«' all men." 

Thefe then are the reafons why time 
ihould be redeemed ; becaufe it is the mod 
choice and precious thing in the world; 
becaufe when once gone, it never returns ; 
becaufe it is to be accounted for ; becaufe 
it is fo fhort and uncertain ; becaufe of the 
work we have to do, and the difficulty of 
doing it 5 and becaufe we have already loft 
fo large a proportion of the time allowed 
us to do it in. 

In order to fhew how time may be re- 
deemed, permit me to lay down a few 

fhort 
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DISC, fhort rules for the management and im* 
^^' provement of it. 

Firft, Obferve a method in the dijiribution 
of your time. Every hour will then know 
it's proper employment, and no time wiH 
be loft. Idlenefs will be fliut out at every 
•avenue, and with her that numerous body 
of vices, that make up her train **. This 
method muft vary, according to the dif- 
ferent callings and circumftances of man- 
kind. They whom God hath blefled with 
plentiful fortunes, which fet them above 
the neceffity of engaging in any profeilion, 
are happy in this refpedt, that they have 
more command of their time, and confe- 
quently may give a larger proportion of it 
to the improvement of their minds by 
reading, meditation, and prayer, as well as 

^ It may be added, as a fupplement to this xxA^^^Have 
airways feme ^ivork in hand, ivhich may he going on, during the 
7nany intewals (for many there nuill alivays he) both of huft* 
ttefs and pleafure. On this part of the fubjeft read the 
Rambler, Vol. III. N** 108. and confider well the inilancc 
of Erasmus, there adduced. Read likewife Spectator, 
Vol. ir. N<» 93, 94. and Vol. IV. N» ji6. 

to 
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to the employment of difeovering and re- ^ ^ s c. 

lieving the wants of their poor neighbours. *_ 

They, on the other hand, who muft go 
forth to their work and to their labour, 
whether of mind or body, are happy in 
this refped:, that a great part of their time 
is laid out for them, and they arc prevent- 
ed from wafting it in idlenefs, by the order 
of Providence. Be it their care, to confe- 
crate their labour to God, by regarding it 
as a penance impofed on them for iin, and 
performing it in a fpirit of contentment 
and relignation, cheerfulnefs and joy, even 
as Chrift performed his, looking for and 
hafting to that time, when they fhall enter 
into the promifed reft. In the morning 
let the mind be feafoned with devotion and 
heavenly wifdom, to fit it for it's employ- 
ment; and in the evening, to prepare it 
for it's repofe. Let the fabbaths and fefti- 
vals of the church be in no fenfe days of 
idlenefs, much lefs of vice and folly ; but 
given to the works of religion and charity ; 
that they may be to us, what they were 
defigned to he to all, minute reprefentations 

of 
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DISC, of the fabbath that remaineth for the pea* 

[_ pie of God ; little preludes to that everlaft-' 

ing jubilee, that fhall be one day celebrat- 
ed in the heavenly Canaan, Wo be to that 
man who waftes thefe hallowed portions 
of his time upon the concerns of the world 
and the lufts of the flefh, doing nothing, 
or worfe than nothing : ftranger to the rc- 
furredtion of Jefus, the glories of the faints, 
and the joys of heaven, he rejects the pledges 

of his eternal inheritance, and throws thofe 

« 

jewels into the mire, that fhould have 
adorned his crown of righteoufnefs. 

Secondly, Be moderate in your recreations. ' 
Recreations, we all know, are neceflary. It 
. is the Chriftian's concern to take care that 
they are innocent ; which they will be, if 
they give rife to no evil paflion, fuch as 
anger, or avarice, too generally attendants, 
upon games of all forts ; and if no more 
time be fpent in them than is neceflary to 
unbend the mind, and fit it for a return to 
it's employment. But when recreation be- 
comes (as of late in this nation) a trade 

and 



I 
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' and a profeffion, and is made a means of disc. 

putting the foul upon the rack of contend- 1_ 

ing paffions, it no longer deferves the name, 

but is in reality a drudgery impofed by the 

f 

adveriary of human happinefs upon thofe 
who will not give their time to the fervice 
of their Maker, In one word, it is Egypt 
and the tajk-mafters over again. From 
which we have reafon to pray that our good 
Lord would vouchfafe to deliver us all ! 

Thirdly, Cut off^ as much as may be^ un-- 
necejfary vifits. Of all thieves, they are the 
worft, who rob us of our time, becaufe 
for the lofs of that no amends can ever be 
made us*". And there are in every place 
feme who, being idle themfelves, do their 
beft endeavours to make others fo; in which 
work, partly through a difpofition in thofe 
others to be made fo, and partly through a 
fklfe fear and fhame, which hinders them 
from fraying away fuch birds of prey, they 
are too often fufFered to fucceed. An 

* * On the Robbery of Timcy fee a moft excellent paper In 
the Idler, Vol, I. N*^ 14. 

aflembly 



254 ^^^ Redemption of ^ime. 

DISC, aflembly of fuch perfons can be compared 
^^' to nothing but ^ Jlaughter-houfe^ where the 
precious hours, and oftentimes the charac- 
ters of all their friends and acquaintance, 
arc butchered without mercy. And per- 
haps there are few maxims that have marc 
truth in them, than one laid down by a 
great mafter in the art of Holy Living. 
*^ No man can be provident of his TV/w^, 
** who is not- prudent in the choice of his 
** Company y 

Laftly, EoMmine, every evenings bow you 
have fpent the day. For how can that man 
know the ilate of his affairs, who keeps no 
account ? The talk, at firft, will be irk- 
fome, and the adverfary will try every way 
to make you negledl, and by degrees drop 
the pradice. And whyi Becaufc he knows 
that no perfon, who continues it, will long 
^remain under his power. It will let you 
into fome fecrets, that will greatly fhock 
and alarm you. But you muft know your 
follies \ how elfe can you reform them ? 
Whereas, when a conftant and faithful 

per- 
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performance of this exercife (the benefits disc. 

and advantages of which are without num- ^^ 

ber and without end) has brought you ac- 
quainted with your errors, every day will 
corredl thofe of the preceding. You will 
find that God has given you time enough 
for every good purpofe*^, but none to wafte. 
You will foon know the true value of time, 
and become an adept in the management 
of it. — And of this be aflurcd, for your 
comfort and encouragement, that the time 
rightly employed, be it when it may, is 
with God ** an acceptable time j" and that 
every day well fpent is to yourfelves ** a 
<* day of falvation.'* 

* This feems to be intimated to us in that queMon of our 
Lord-—*' Arc there not twelve hours in the day ?*' John 
zi. 9. 



DISCOURSE X. 



PATIENCE PORTRAYED* 



1 TIMOTHY, VI. IX. 

Follow after Patience, 

AM O N G all the graces that adorn l d i s c^ 
Chriftian foul, like fo many jewels ^' 
of various colours and luftres, againft the 
day of her efpoufals to the Lamb of God, 
there is not one more brilliant than this 
of patience ; not one which brings more 
glory to God, or contributes fo much to- 
wards making and keeping peace on earth ; 
not one which renders a man more happy 
within himfelf, more agreeable to all about 
him ; infomuch that even they who them- 
felves ' pofTefs it not, yet are fure to com- 
mend it in others. They fet their feal to 
the truth, though by fo doing they con- 
voL. II, R demn 
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E>isc. dcmn their own pradlice. Patience is a 
^* virtue common to us with God ; it is the 
charadteriftic of Chrijft, and the leading 
precept of the Gofpel ; it is recommended 
by the examples of all the faints ; rendered 
neceflary by the prefent ftate of man ; and 
fet off by the manifold inconveniences of 
it's contrary, impatience, as well as it's 
own incomparable excellences and advan- 
tages. By enlarging upon thefe particulars, 
I jfhall endeavour to recommend this celef- 
tial grace to your efteem, and excite you 
to the attainment of fo invaluable a treafure. 

I. In the firft place. Patience Is a virtue 
common to us with God. Long-fuffering 
is his darling attribute ; and what is dear 
in his fight, ought not to be lefs precious 
in our's. And how marvellous is his pa- 
tience, who daily pours his bleffings on 
thofe men, who as daily offend, affront, 
and diflionour him 5 making his fun to 
rife on the evil and on the good, fending 
rain on the unjuft as well as the juft, and 
not excluding the worfl: of us from thofe 

bleffings, 
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bleffings, to the leaft of which the beft of d i s c. 

us have no title ! For the benefit of the 1^ 

guilty as well as the innocent, of the im- 
pious as well as the pious, of the ungrate- 
ful as well as the grateful, the feafons take 
their rounds, the elements work together, 
the light and air exert their kindly in- 
fluences, the fountains fend forth their fa- 
lutary {Ireams, the corn fields grow yellow, 
the grapes ripen upon the vines, the boughs 
of the fruit trees bend down, the groves 
are clothed, and the paftures flourifh. The 
Gofpel is ftill preached to thofe who flight 
it; falvation is fl:ill held forth to thofe 
who have fo often daflied it from them; 
Chrifl: is fl:ill offered to thofe who have 
blafphemed him. And although God be 
provoked every day, yet he holds his hand, 
and waits patiently, till the laft minute of 
man's trial and the world's duration be 
pafl:. Although he have the power in his 
own hands, and the weapons of his indig- 
nation are all ready, he defers to fl:rike, if 
perhaps men may at length be led by his 
long fuffering to repentance ; becaufe *• he 

R 2 ** wills 
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DISC. " wills not the death of a finner, but ra- 
^' <* ther that he fliould be converted, and 
" live;" and while judgment fleeps, mercy 
calls night and day to finners, ** Why will 
«* ye die ? Repent, and ye fliall be for- 
^* given ; turn ye, and ye fliall live.'* Yet 
God's bleflings are abufed to the purpofes 
of luxury and lafcivioufnefs ; his truth is 
denied ; his commandments are broken ; 
his church is perfecutcd ; his minifl:crs are 
infulted ; his Son is crucified afrefli i and 
his own long-fuffering is made an argu- 
ment againft his exiftence — And he is ftiU 
patient. What is man, theh, that he 
ihould complain ? 

II. The- patience which we fo much 
admire in God, flione forth yet more ama- 
zingly in the perfon of his Son Jefus. 
Chrift. For was ever patience like that 
patience, which, defcending from a throne 
of glory, bore a long imprifonment in the 
womb, to fand:ify finners ; and lay in a 
ftable, to bring them to a kingdom ? Be- 
hold the mafter baptized by the fervant,. 

and 
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and he who alone could give remiffion of disc, 

fins, fubmitting to be wafhed in the laver L. 

of regeneration. He fafts forty days, who 
filleth all things living with plenteoufnefs, 
and who is himfelf the bread of Life. 
He endures the temptations of Satan, and 
anfwers them one by one from the Scrip- 
tures, who could have remanded him to 
his chains in a moment, by the word of 
his power. With his difciples he lived, 
not as their Lord, but the fervant of all. 
How tenderly did he bear with all their 
ignorances and infirmities, leading them on 
gently, as they were able to follow him ! 
And that they might never refufe to do of- 
fices of kindnefs for each other, he waflied 
all their feet, and amongft them, thofe of 
Judas, from whom he meekly received 
the kifs that betrayed him. How patiently 
did he endure the contradiction of fxnners, 
and, in his difputes with the Jews, how 
lovingly did he try to perfuade the in- 
credulous, and to melt by kindnefs the 
hearts that were hardened ! How quietly 
did he fubmit to the infolence of the 

~ R 3 proud. 
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p I s c. proud, and give place to the fury of the 
- wrathful, defirous, even to his laft hour, 

to fave, if poffible, thofe murderers of the 
prophets, thofe rebels againft their God! 
But when the time of his paflion came, 
what railings and revilings were patiently 
heard by him, what mockery and infult 
patiently fufFered ? How was he wounded, 
who heals every difeafe ? How was he 
crowned with thorns, who crowns his 
martyrs with unfading garlands ? How was 
** he ftript naked, who clothes the field 
** with flowers, and all the world with 
" robes, and the whole globe with the 
" canopy of heaven, and the dead with 
** immortality ?" How was he fed with 
gall and vinegar, who reaches out to his 
people the fruits of paradife, and the cup 
of falvation ? Innocent and righteous, nay 
innocence and righteoufnefs itfelf, he was 
numbered with the tranfgreflbrs. The 
Truth was opprefled by falfe witnefles ; he 
was judged who is to judge the world ; the 
Word of God became dumb as a lamb be- 
fore his ihearers. And when, at the cru- 
cifixion, 
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cifixlon, the heavens were confounded, and i> i s c. 
the earth trembled, and the fun, that he ' 
might not be forced to behold the villainy 
of the Jews, withdrew his fhining, and 
left the world in darknefs, ftill the blefled 
Jefus faid nothing, and betrayed no emo- 
tion of anger, but endured without mur- 
muring all that earth and hell could lay 
upon him, till he had put the laft ftroke 
to this moft finifhed pidture of perfedt pa- 
tience, and prayed for his murderers; 
whom he has been ever fince and is now 
ready to receive, upon their repentance, 
not only to pardon, but to a participation 
of the glories of his kingdom, 

III. The patience thus praftifed by Chrift 
is enjoined by his holy Gofpel, being in- 
deed the badge of that Gofpel, and it's 
profeflbrs. For thus faith the blefled Jefus 
to all his difciples ; ** Ye have heard that 
** it hath been faid by them of old time, 
** thou fhalt love thy neighbour ; and hate 
" thioeuenemy. But I fay unto you, love 
*• your enemies, and pray for them which 

R 4 «^ defpite- 
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DISC. *< defpitefully ufe you and perfccute you, 
^* " that ye may be the children of your Fa- 
** ther which is in heaven, who maketh 
*^ his fun to rife on the evil and on the 
** good, and lendeth rain on the juft and 
*^ on the unjuft," Is the mind tempted to 
. impatience by the difappointment of it's 
defires, and the lofs of worldly goods and 
enjoyments ? The Scripture, to eradicate 
the temptation, is full of precepts enjoin- 
ing us to contemn the world, and not to 
fet our hearts upon things that pafs away, 
and that cannot fatisfy the foul, when it is 
pofleffed of them. If our defires after 
thefe perifhable goods are immoderate, our 
impatience at the lofs of them will be al- 
ways in proportion. And then how fhall 
he ever fulfil the royal law of charity, or 
willingly give away his money, who can- 
not part with it patiently, when God in 
the courfe of his providence is pleafed to 
refume his own again ? The worldly man 
is always impatient, becaufe he prefers his 
body to his foul ; the Chriftian prefers his 
foul to his body, and therefore knows how 

to 
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to give largely, and to lofe patiently. Nay, disc. 

he can be meek and reiigned under all the L. 

injuries which malice can offer to his per- 
fon; and to him who fmites him on the 
one cheek can prefent the other, rejoicing 
that he is counted worthy to fufFer fome- 
thing for his Saviour, who fuffered fo much 
for him ; and referring the decifion of his 
caufe to the righteous judgment of God at 
the laft day. For what are we, that we 
fhould avenge qurfclves, and not rather, by 
giving place unto wrath, at once difappoint 
the malice of the enemy, and fecure to 
ourfelves the patronage of heaven ? 

IV. We find all the faints of God, who 
have been eminent for their Faith in Chrift, 
to have been as eminent for their Patience, 
without which their faith muft have failed 
in the day of trial 3 it being not through 
faith alone, but, as the Apoftle fays, 
" through faith and patience,'* that they 
** inherited the promifes." Faith begat pa- 
tience, which, like a dutiful child, proved 
the fupport of it's parent, Abel, the firft 

foa 
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D I s €• fon of Adam celebrated for his faith, throu^ 
^' patience continued faithful unto death, and 

fb received the crown of life. Patience 

> 

preferved Noah's faith all the time the ark 
was building, and while it floated upon 
the waters, which deflroyed every thing 
clfe. Through patience Abraham endured 
the feverefl trial that faith was ever put to, 
and offered up his only fon ; who, through 
the fame patience, neither lifted up his 
hand, nor opened his mouth againfl his 
father. Through patience Jacob, perfecut- 
ed by his brother, quietly departed out of 
his own country, and afterwards pacified 
him with gifts and prefents. Through pa- 
tience Jofeph endured and forgave the ill 
ufage of his brethren, and fed them in the 
time of dearth. Through patience Mofes, 
fo often abufed, and infulted, and only not 
floned by a flift-necked people, flill in- 
treated the Lord for them. Through pa- 
tience David would not flay his implacable 
enemy Saul, when he had him in his 
power, and afterwards revenged his death 
by executing the perfon who flew him. 

Through 
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Through patience Job endured the lofs of disc. 

dQ things, and the utmoft malice, of the 1^ 

tempter, and came forth as choice gold 
from the furnace of adverfity, an example 
for all ages and generations to follow. 
Through patience St, Paul lived a life of 
inceiTant toil and trouble, and refled not 
till he had accomplifhed the miniftry which 
he had received of the Lord Jefus, and 
preached the Gofpel to the heathen world. 
Through patience, in a word, the glorious 
company of the apoftles, the goodly fel- 
bwfhip of the prophets, and the noble 
army of martyrs and confefTors, fought 
the good fight, finiflied their cdurfe, and 
kept the faith, neither allured nor terrified 
from their duty, but triumphing, upon the 
rack, and in the flames, over the world, 
the flefh, and the devil, and going to ** the 
" kingdom," through *^ the patience of 
^* Jefus Chrift." 

V, The prefent ftate of man renders 
the praftice of this virtue abfolutely necef- 
fary for him, if he would enjoy any happi- 

nefs 
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DISC, nefs here, or hereafter. Could we indeed 
, live in the world without fufFering, then 

were there no need of patience. But thus 
runs the univqrfal fentence; " Curfed is 
** the ground for thy fake. In forrow 
** ihalt thou eat of it all the days of thy 
•* life : thorns alfo and thiftles fhall it 
** bring forth to thee. In the fweat of thy 
** face fhalt thou eat bread, till thou rc- 
** turn to the ground out of which thou 
" waft taken." By this fentence are we all 
bound, as by a chain of adamant, and every 
man, " from him that fitteth upon the 
** throne, to him that lieth in the dun- 
*' geon," muft have labour and forrow for 
his portion, till he depart out of this mor- 
tal life. And to this fad truth we all bear 
teftimony, as foon as we come into it. 
The cries of the new born infant teftify 
that it is born to forrow. Tribulation, 
thus neceffarily entailed upon us, admits 
of no remedy but patience ; the reafon- 
ablenefs of which is ftrongly enforced by 
the confideration, that our fufFerings are 
the puni(hment of our fins. We indeed 

" re- 
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** receive the due reward of our deeds :'* one d i sc, 

man only fufFered, who *f had done nothing ]__ 

•' amifs." In Chriftians it is more efpe- 

cially requifite, who, befides the ordinary 

calamities of life, have the devil with all 

his wiles to refift, the flefti with all it's 

defires to mortify, the world with all it's 

temptations and terrors to overcome. The 

devil capnot be refifted, the flefli cannot 

be mortified, the world cannot be over- 

^on^, without Patience; by which alone 

repentance is perfected, faith is fupported, 

hi;^pe is preferved alive, charity is nourifli- 

ed, N^d all thofe holy tempers are formed 

in us, \^4iich Chrift in his fermon on the 

mount hath pronounced blejfed\ yea and 

they ever fliall be blefled. We therefore 

furely have of all men the moft need of 

patience, that after we have thereby done 

and fufFered the will of God, we may re- 

eeive the promifes : for the promifes are 

thefe — " He that endureth to the end 

" fhall be faved. Be thou faithful unto* 

** death, and I will give thee a crown of 

'* life." But how fhall we endure to the 

end ? 
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D I s c» end ? how fhall we be faithful unto death, 
^* if we have not patience ? as the wife man 
pathetically exclaims; ** Wo unto you that 
•' have lofl Patience ; and what will ye do, 
" when the Lord fhall vifit you* ?'* Pa- 
tience is the only armour that is proof 
againfl all aifaults, and he who has well 
buckled it on, needeth not to fear any 
temptation. Money cannot tempt hirriy 
who can endure poverty : honour cannot 
corrupt him, who can endure difgrace: 
pleafure cannot feduce him, who can en- 
dure pain; in fhort, nothing can prevail 
over him, who can endure all things, wait- 
ing the Lord's time for his deliverance and 
reward. Over him the evil one hath no 
power, and all the comfort to be had in this 
world is his* It is vain to fay, *^ BlefTed is 
** the man that hath no trouble;" for there 
is no fuch man, nor ever was, nor ever will 
be ; but we muft fay, *^ BlelTed is the man 
*• who befl beareth that portion of trouble^ 
•* which falleth to his fhare.'* 



* Ecclus. ii, 14. 

VI, Th 



/ 
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VI. The manifold inconveniences of im- disc. 
atience will fet this truth off to great ad- ^' 
antage. As patience is^ the attribute of 
lod, impatience had it's beginning from 
atan. ^* Through envy of the devil (faith 
the wife man) came death into the 
wo^ld." And whence proceeds envy, but 
•om impatience of beholding the happi- 
efs of another ? Impatience and malice 
lerefore had one father, and they have 
rown together in his children ever fince. 
Ln impatient defire of the forbidden fruit 
dA paradife, which patience to perfevere 
fi obedience to the commandment, had 
•referved to this day. Impatient at beholds 
ig his brother's facrifice accepted, and his 
wti rejefted, Cain murdered Abel. Un- 
ble, through impatience, to bear the un- 
afinefs of hunger, Efau fold his birth- 
ight. Through impatience the patriarchs, 
noved with envy at the love which Jacob 
)are to Jofeph, and the predictions of his 
txaltation, fold their brother into Egypt. 
Through impatience the Ifraelites, when 
Mofes was gone up into the mount, turned 

afide 
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DISC, afide to idolatry. Through impatieace of 

;_ a fuperior, Korah, Dathan, and Abiram 

became fchifmatics and rebels. And, to 
mention no more examples, through im- 
patience of found dodtrine, and wholefomc 
reproof, the Jews killed the prophets, and 
crucified the Son of God. In a word, as 
Patience is the foundation of all good, im- 
patience is the feed- plot of all evil, which 
may not improperly be called ^* impatience 
** of good;*' as no man commences vicious, 
but for want of patience to perfcvere in 
virtue, and to refift temptation. And as 
that which is the caufe of fin can be bu^ 
an ill cure for forrow, he that is impatient 
under any load which it pleafes God to lay 
upon him, only renders it heavier, and 
new points the thorns of the Fall, that 
they may the more fenfibly gall and affiid 
him. All fufferings are infinitely aggra- 
vated by impatience, and fome owe their 
very being to it ; infomuch that a peevifh 
fretful temper will be " vexed, even as a 
** thing that is raw," by every obje<ft it 
touches ; it will moft ingenioufly contrive 

to 
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to keep itfelf always on the rack, on ac- disc. 
count of trifling incidents, which, in a ^ ^ 
mind endued with the grace of patience, 
could not have produced the leaft fhadow 
of uneafinefs. In this therefore, as in other 
cafes, God hath annexed a blefling to vir- 
tue, and hath made man's real happinefs 
to confift in the performance of his duty. 

Laftly, let me fet before you, in one 
view, the incomparable excellencies and 
advantages of this lovely grace of Patience. 
Patience then commends us to God, and 
keeps us his. Patience is the guardian of 
^ith^ the preferver of peace, the cheriflier 
of love, the teacher of humility : Patience 
governs the flefh, ftrengthens the fpirit, 
fweetens the temper, ftifles anger, extin- 
giiifhes envy, fubdues pride ; fhe bridles 
the tongue, refrains the hand, tramples 
upon temptations, endures perfecutions, 
confummates martyrdom : Patience pro- 
duces unity in the church, loyalty in the 
flate^ harmony in families and focieties ; 
fhe comforts the poor and moderates the 

VOL. II. s rich j 
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DISC rich : £he makes lis humbk in prolpcrity^ 
_J_^ cheerful in adverfity, unmoved by calumny 
and reproach: ftie teaches us to forgive 
thofe who have injured us, and to be the 
firft in afking forgivenefs of thofe whom 
we have injured: fhe delights the faithful, 
and invites the unbelieving: flic adorns 
the woman, and approves the man: is 
loved in a c|iild, praifed in a young man^ 
admired in an old man : flie is beautiful in 
cither fex, and e^ry age. Behold her ap- 
pearance and her attire. Her countenance 
is calm and fercne as the face of heaven 
unfpotted by the fhadow of a xloud, and 
no wrinkle of grief or anger is feen in her 
forehead. Her eyes are as the eyes of doves 
for meeknefs, and on her eye-brows fit 
cheerfulnefs and joy. Her mouth is lovely 
in filence ; her complexion and colour that 
of innocence and fecurity ; while, like the 
virgin, the daughter of Sion, fhe fhakes 
her head at the adverfary, defpifing and 
laughing him to fcorn. She is clothed in 
the robes of the martyrs, and in her hand 
flic holds a fceptre in the form of a CRoss^ 

She 
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She rides not in the whirlwind and ftoiiny d t s e. 

toiipeft of paffion, but her throne is the 1^ 

humble and contrite heart, and her king* 
dom is the kingdom of peace "*. 

If, therefore, to be made like unto God ; 
if to be conformed to the image of Chrift ; 
if to follow die precepts of the Gofpel ; 
if to write after the copies of faints ; if to 
render our prefent ftate comfortable, and 
infure our final redemption from fm and 
forrow; if to avoid the manifold inconve- 
niences of impatience, and enjoy the in-* 
comparable excellencies and advantages of 
patience; if thefe are things dcfirable, let 
us from henceforth give ourfelves to the 
purfuit of this divine virtue ; let us ** fol- 
*^ low after Patience/' And for this pur- 
pofe, let us adore and imitate the long-fuf- 
fering of God ; let us contemplate and 
tranfcribe into our pradlice the patience of 
Jefus Chrift; let us ftudy and fulfil the 

^ The portrait here prefented to the reader is copied 

from Tbrtullian's noble treatife on the fabjed» to 

which we owe that of Cyprian. This Difcourfe is an 
abftr^ of both. 

s 2 precepts 
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D I &c. precepts of t;he Gofpel \ let us look at ami 
* emulate the exampks of the faints y let us 
con£uler and alleviate the ibi;rpws of our 
pilgrimage ; let us perceive and avoid the 
horrible confequences of impatience; let 
us court till vire obtain the heavenly grace 
of patience, vidth her dowry of benefits^ 
and blcffings conferred^ on her by Jefus 
Chrift, into whofe patience the Lord^ di- 
redt your hearts, until ihe have her per- 
fect: work in the falviition of your fouls, 
through the fame Jefus Chrifb our Lord, 
to whom, with, the Father and the Holy 
Ghoft, be afcribed, as is moft due, in all 
churches of the faints, blefiing, and ho- 
nour, and glory, and power, now and ever- 
more. Amen. 
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ACTS xvn. 31. 

j% batb appointed a dajf in which be will judge the 
world in rigbteoufne/s^ by that man whom be bath 
ordained. 

THE dlftindlion between good and pis^. 
evil hath been from the beginning xi. 
the great end of the kw of heaven, at fun- 
dry times and in divers mariners promulgat- 
ed to the fons of men. From this celeftial 
fountain particular fyftems of hmnan laws 
have been drawn forth, and adapted to the 
exigencies of different ages and countries, 

S3 by 
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DISC, by wiie and good men; they have been 
' cnadted by the authority of kings with the 
advice of fenates^ and -carried into execu* 
tion by faithful and diligent magiArates, 
** to the punifliment of wickednefs and 
** vice, and to the maintenance of true re- 
** ligion and virtue." The advantages of 
thefe inftitutions> and the praife and ho-- 
nour which are due from all mankind to 
thofe who employ the treafures of learn- 
ing, and exert the powers of eloquence, 
for the public good, muft be evident to 
every one, who thinks but a moment upon 
the fubjcdt. The excellent Hooker clofes 
a furvey of Law, in all it's different de- 
partments, with the following encomium, 
conceived and expreffcd in a manner pecu- 
liar to himfelf, ** Of law there can be no 
" lefs acknowleged, than that her feat is 
" the bofom of God, her voice the har- 
*' mony of the world. All things in hea- 
** ven and earth do her homage, the very 
leaft as feeling her care, and the grcateft 
as not exempt from her power. Both 
^* angels, and men, and creatures of what 

** condition 
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** condition foevcr, though each in difFer- disc. 

XI 

** ent fort and manner, yet all with uni- ' 
** form confent, admiring her as the mo- 
** thcr of their peace and joy/' 

But true and juil altogether as this cha- 
rafter of law in general moft certainly is, 
yet it muil be confefTed, that the penal 
fanftions of human laws will not always 
come up to the neceffity of the cafe, nor 
will the medicine reach the difbrder, in a 
multitude of inftances. It is in the power 
of the civil magiftrate to chaftife many 
public enormities, to regulate in fome 
meafure the external deportment of men, 
and to preferve the frame of fociety from- 
fufFering thofe convulfions which muft 
otherwife bring on a fpeedy diflblution. 
But when prudence hath enadted all her 
ftatutes, and intrufted vigilance with the 
execution of them, men will ftiU continue 
to " put evil for good, and good for evil/' 
Monfters of iniquity will creep from their 
dens to infeft and annoy the public, although 
they caimot be dragged from thence, to 



r-./r.-- 



28o the Great AMze, 

DISC. fuiFcr as they deferve. Much wickedn^"* 
■ '^ muft remain unpuxiiflied, and great mifery 
muft go unrelieved. Avarice and ambi- 
tion wfll conceive and bring forth criipes, 
of which no earthly tribunal can take cog- 
nizance. Some fins v^ill be too commoni 
and fome finners too powerful, to be ani- 
madverted upon in this world. The prof- 
perous villain will often die mimolefted in 

* ' •!« '- ,..1, 

his bed, and bequeath the fruits of his op- 
preflion to his heir; while injured iqno- 
cencc fhall defcend before him with for- 
row to the grave, and quickly pafs away 
out of remembrance. The cries of orphans 
will ftill afcend to heaven ; the tears will 

m 

ftill run down the widow's cheek ; and 
the poor man will frequently find no helper 
upoti earth. This the royal preacher jnd 
Judge of Ifrael faw, who was fo renowned 
through all the world for his wifdom and 
jqfi:ice ; he faw and mourned the inipofli- 
bility of preventing it. ** I confidered, 
*' fays he, all the oppreflions that are done 
" under the fun ; and beheld the tears of 
^* fuch as were oppreflTed, and they had no 

^* comforter \ 



^be Great 4J]ize. 281 

** comforter ; and on the fide of their op- disc 
*' preffors there was power, but they had ^^* 
** no comforter*/' The concjufion which 
king Solomon drew from what he faw of 
this kind under t|ie fun, mufl be adopted 
by us likewife. f* I iaid in mine heart, 
*' God fhall judge tl^e righteous and the 
** wicked *"/* The interefts of virtue and 
juftice require that many caufes ftiould be 
heard, which cannot be brought to a trial 
here below 5 and therefore the day will 
furely conie, when God fhall eredl a tri- 
bunal univerfal and fcrutinizing as the light 
of heaven ; where all thofe offences, which 
the befl of magiflrates taken from among 
men are neceffitated to fuffer and overlook, 
fhall be enquired into by himfelf. And 
when we behold this augufl aflembly, our 
thoughts are naturally carried on to that 
great and awful procefs, the confideration 
of . which will furnifh the befl: rules for 
the condudl of all who are concerned in 
thefe earthly judicatories ; from whence 
there lieth an appeal to the judgment-feat 

• Ecclef. iv. I, ^ Egclef. iii. 17. 

of 
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DISC, of Chrift. There every caufe muft be re- 
^^" heard^ and finally determined, until virtue 
and vice (hall be diftinguiflied by the voice 
of God adjudging them to Separate habita- 
tions for evermore. ** He hath appointed 
** a day, in which he vrill judge the world 
*« in righteoufiiefs, by that man whom he 
** hath ordained/* 

The words dired: us to employ our me- 
ditations on the appointment of a day for 
judgment; the perfoh and appearance of 
the judge i and the judgment itfelf. 

Man may abufe his liberty, and tranf* 
grefs the law of the great King; but the 
punifliment will follow and overtake the 
offence, though not immediately; nor can 
we deduce any inference from it's being 
deferred, but that God is merciful, and 
that the finner fhould repent. The day of 
vengeance was fixed from the foundation 
of the world; but it was likewife then 
determined, that another day fhould pre- 
cede it, commenfurate to the duration of 

this 
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prefent fyftem^ which may be called di$c 

fc-tibe day of man, when the earth is given L 

I into his hands, and he executes his will 
^ upon it. Now he may ^* rejoice, and let 
\ ** his heart cheer him ;*' he may *^ walk 
in the ways of nis heart, and in the 
fight of his eyes;'* he may devote his 
youth to pleafure, facrifice his manhood to 
ambition, and wear out his old age in ava- 
rice* He may corrupt the innocent for the 
indulgence of the firft, depopulate king- 
do0is jEbr the gratification of the fecond^ 
' and impoverifh thoufands to fatisfy the 
cravings of the lafi:. But let him know, 
that *^ for all thefe things God will bring 
" him into judgment," in that day, which 
the Scriptures therefore ftyle Jbis day, " the 
^* day of God," or ** the day of the Lord." 
Then God (hall fpeak, and man mufi: hear; 
then the viol and the harp fhall no longer 
lull the effeminate in fenfuality, nor the 
trumpet any more roufe the warrior to the 
battle ; and then the thoufands of gold and 
filver fhall have lofl all their charms in the 

eyes 
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p I s c. eyes of the mifer. In that daj, the metty^ 
"' hearted (hall figh, fhamc (haU be the por- 
tion of pride» and covetoufhefsyihall XDr 
herit eternal poverty. Of thcfe two days, 
the day of man^ and the day of God, 
which give fo very difieient an aiped n 
the world and all that is therein^ the £r- 
cred hiftory holdeth forth to us many fig- 
nificant and in{lru£iive reprefentations k 
the divine proceedings with r^ard to par« 
ticular perfons, cities, and kingdoms^ Tbefc 
anfwer the &me end with the iblemn kit», 
now before our eyes, being intended js 
preludes, or (if I may ib fpeak) as rtbear^ 
fals of the judgment to be fiiially e:tecttted 
upon the world of the ungodly. Thus, 
when the divine long-fufiering waited in 
the time of Noah ; when the wicked vexed 
the foul of righteous Lot of Sodc»n ; wUen 
Pharaoh opprefled the church in Bgypt; 
when the ten tribes^ revolting from the 
fervice of God, and the houfe of David, 
became and continued fchifmatics, rebels, 
and idolaters 5 when Zedekiah threw the 

prophet 
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:peo]^et Jeremialt' into the dungeon^ for disc. 
declaring the wilt * of heaven ; and when ^^' 
I the Jews crucified^ Chrift, and perfecuted 
\a^ apofUes^ for the fame reafon; then was 
it,. reipe<ftively in "each cafe, the day of 
mani But it was the day of God^ when 
die fountains of the great deep were broken 
up^ and the andediluvian generations fwept 
away from the face of the earth ; when 
the windows of heaven were opened> to 
min fire and brimftone upon the cities of 
t|)e' plain ; when Ifrael faw the Egyptians 
dead-' upon the fea (bore 5 when* Salma- 
nazar led Ephraim away into Aiiyria ; when 
Nebuchadnezzar carried Judah captive to 
B0]4on; and t when' the Roman armies 
owrthrerw Jeru^dem,- and fet' fire to the 
gate$ cif Zion. Biiir the united terrors of 
all theie partial vifitations will enable us 
tt> form only a faint idea of that great and 
terrible day, when God " fhall judge the 
''world in righteoufnefs^ by that man 
•* whom he hath ordained/* Let us con- 
fider the perfon and appearance of him 
wbo fhall then come to be our judge. 

The 
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D I sc» The text charadterizes him by the words^ 

^ 1_ *• that man whom he [God] hath ofdam-* 

" ed/' The human nature oi our Lord, 
ever intimately and indiiTolubly united to 
the divine^ being, after his refurredion» 
taken up into heaven, was thereupon in 
form, amidft the acclamations of angeh 
and beatified fpirits, ihvefted with the glory 
and dominion of the Godhead, to be from 
thenceforth difplayed and exerciied in the 
government of his church ; until the final ) 
adt of judgment ihall clofe the amazing 
fcene, and put a period to the mediatorial 
kingdom; which when the Son, the ipan 
Chrift Jefus, ihall have delivered up to the 
Father, then God, or the blcfled Trinity, 
fhall be all in all, reigning and ruling to 
eternity, as was the cafe firom eternity, pre- 
vious to the intervention of the Chriftian 
fyftem. In the mean time, as the light 
which fills the circumference of heaven, 
penetrajting to the utmoft bounds of crea- 
tion, and giving life and motion to all 
things that live and move, proceedeth forth 

from 
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from it's central throne in the body of' the disc, 

fun; fo the riches, and the wifdom, and L 

the providence, and the power, and the 
majefty of the DeiQr, are diipenfed to man- 
kind, through the glorified humanity of 
the holy Jefus ; to whom every creature in 
heaven and earth is therefore taught to 
afcribe bleffing, and honour, and glory, 
and power. Thus hath it been done unto 
the man whom God delighteth to honour. 
And for this reafon it is faid, that '< the 
** Father judgeth no man, but hath com- 
*' mitted all judgment to the Son ;" in 
exadt conformity to what St. Paul aiTerteth 
in the text, that ^^ God fhall judge the 
•* world" in the perfon of his Son Chrift 
Jefus ; " he Ihall judge the world by that 
*^ man, whom>'' haying united to himfelf, 
'^ he hath ordained'' and conilituted head 
over all things, for that purpofe. 

And by whom fhould God judge man-- 
Idnd, but by that man by whom he firfl 
redeemed them ? " God was in Chrift 

" recon- 



2:^ "Tbi Great 40t&. 

D IS c. *^ retoncilirig the worTd it himfclf ; and 

^ 1_ '* G6d in Chrift will reward every nian 

'* according to his works.^' He who took' 
upon him the form of a Icrvaht', was 
croWried* king of gloiy ; and crowned for 
that reafon* " Becaule he hiimblcfd him- 
'• felf, and became obedient unto death, 
** even the death of the crbfs : therefore 
** God highly exalted hiiii, and gave liim 
♦* a name which is above every name ;" 
therefore by himfelf he hath' fworri, that 
to hini, when fitting on' thtf thrbiic of 
judgrtient, ^^ every krie^ fllall bow, and 

** every tbri^e cohfefs, thaVthemah'Chrifl 

* 

** Jefijs is Lord, to the glory of God ■ the 
«* Father." 

And can there then be a tongue, which 
doth not exult in the confeflion'of the glo- 
rious and falutary truth ? For fiirely had 
Heaven indulged us in the option of our 
judge, where could all our wifhes have 
centred, but in a man like ourfelves ; our 
near kinfman, our brother, as concerning 
the flefh ; one who bore our fins, and car- 
ried 
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ricd our forrows i one in all things tempted disc. 
like as we are, and therefore touched with ^^V 
a feeling of our infirmities ? In whofe 
hands fhould we rather defire to fee the 
law, than in his, who, having himfelf ful* 
filled it for us, beftows on repentance 
what was only due to innocence ? Whom 
can we behold with fo much comfort on 
the judgoient-ieat, as the perfon who onc6 
ftoQd at the bar, and fuffered the execution 
of an unjufl fentence, that we might efcape 
the execution of a juft one ? And fince we 
niuft needs be tried by. unerring wifdom, 
impartial juflice, and boundlefs power, 
what a reviving confideration is it, that 
they are under the direftion of infinite and 
tendereft mercy ? Abufed and infulted 
mercy indeed will rule with a rod of iron, 
and no wrath can be fo terrible as that of 
the Lamb : but the humble penitent, be- 
Ueving in Jefiis as a Saviour, and obeying 
him as a Mafter, fhall behold with joy the 
golden fceptre reached forth, in the day of 
his appearance as a judge. "^ 

VOL. II. T The 
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DISC. The figns which are toi precede that ap- 
^ pcarance, and like fo many heralds to pre- 

pare the way for it, fhall be eminently cal- 
culated for the purpofe« Strange and por- 
tentous phenomena fhall caufe a fearful 
looking for of judgment, ^ while every part 
of the creation fhall difcover horrible fymp- 
toms of it's approaching difTolution. The 
heavens, thofe mofl beautiful and glorious 
of the works of God, fhall fhrink at the 
profpedt of the fire in which they are to 
melt ; and the powers of the heavens, which 
fuflain the world, ihall be fhaken, as the 
leaves of the wood are fhaken by a mighty 
wind. The fun, that marvellous inflru** 
ment, that fountain of light, that heart of 
the fyflem, whence are the ifiiies of life, 
and health, and joy, fhall fuddenly ceafe 
from fhining, and by that means depriving 
the moon of her borrowed brightnefs, fhall 
leave the aflonifhed inhabitants of die 
world in darknefs and the fhadow of death. 
The flars, quitting their fbtions and cour&s. 
. and falling in wild diforder on -each other, 
fhall increafe the horrors of the night fpread 

over 
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over the worlds an image of the darkntefs disc 
loon to receive the wicked for ever. The ^\ 
€esi meanwhile will rlie into vaft moun- 
tains, and roll itfelf upon the fhore, with 
the moft tremendous and terrifying noife. 
All thefe things (hall come upon the earthy 
at a time when it is filled with wars and 
rumours of wars ; when there fhall be fore 
diftrefs of nations^ viiited with all the 
judgments of God, and become the fcourge6 
and deftroyers of each other ; when divine 
truth, like the fun, fhall be obfcured; 
when the church, as well as the moon, 
ihall be turned into blood, through the 
abundance of perfecutions ; and when they^ 
who, for the brightnefs of their dodlrines 
and the purity of their lives, ihone as the 
ftars, through the prevalence of iniquity 
and temptation, ihall hH away from their 
integrity, minding earthly things, and 
worldly interefts. Confternation and per*- 
plexity unutterable fhall feize and diflradt 
the hearts of men fainting for fear, and 
for expeAation of the changes about to 
happen. 

T a And 
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DISC. And now, the voice of that trumpet, 
- * which was once heard from the top of 
Sinai, fhall again be heard ixom heaven; 
and the judge of all the earth fhall make 
his entry with power and great glory, hav- 
ing in his retinue an innumerable coti- 
pany of angels, and the fpirits of the 
righteous. Thus attended he fhall defcend 
towards us, riding uJ)on the clouds of hea- 
ven, and take his feat on the throne pre- 
pared for him. There he fhall be feen, in 
the form and fafhion of a man, exceeding 
glorious, clothed with the robes of majefly 
and honour, from whence we may fuppofe 
him opening his commiffion, in thofe 
words of his own ; ** All power is given 
•' unto me, in heaven and in earth. The 
^ «* Father judgeth no man, but hath com- 
*' mitted all judgment unto the Son." The 
apoflles are placed around him \ the court 
is fet ; and all things are prepared for him 
to ** judge the world in righteoufhefs." 
The nature and manner of this judgment 
rail for our flrifteft attention. 



Let 
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Let us therefore transfer our thoughts disc. 
from a temporary tfibunal to the throne of ^^' 
eternal judgment. And here it muft be 
confidered, that as the whole world is be.- 
come guilty before God, fo we muft all 
appear before the judgment-feat of Chrift : 
not only they who fhall be found alive at his 
coming, but they alfo who fhall have been 
detained by death in the prifons of earth and 
^a. For at the found of the Jaft trujnpet, 
-the prifon doors (hall be opened, and all 
tH&t are within fhall come forth to judg- 
ment. " I faw the dead," faith the well 
beloved John, " I faw the dead, both fmall 
" and great, ftand before God/' AH the 
fcnates that ever were convened^ and all 
the affemblies that ever met upon bufinefs 
ix pleafure ; all the armies that were ever 
conducted into the field, and all the gene- 
rals who condudied them; all the kings 
and princes who ever fwayed a fcqptre, and 
all the multitude of the nations, that were 
ever in fubjedion to them ; in a word, 
all the men and women that fhall have 
lived, from the firft pair to their laft born 

T 3 fon. 
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DISC, fon and daughter, are to appear together, 
^^* and to take their refpedive triak, at the 
day of the great affizc. High and low, rich 
)sind poor, learned and unlearned, will then 
be diftinguifhed only by their virtues and 
their vices ; fo that the whole world (hall 
perceive and acknowlege, that *' God is 
** no refpedter of perfons/' The injured 
virgin, the afflided widow, and the op- 
prefTed orphan, fhall then fee thofe, face to 
face, who have fpoiled them of their inno- 
cence, their reputation, or their fubflance. 
There naen (hall meet all thofe who have 
feduced them, or whom they have feduced 
into the ways of fin \ and ail thofe who 
have diredled and encouraged them, or 
whom they have direfted and encouraged, 
to proceed in the paths of righteoufhefs. 
From the former they fhall turn away, 
with fhame and fear ; the latter they fhall 
behold with joy and rejoicing. There they 
fhall view the wifdom of religion in the 
perfbns of the righteous, and wonder why 
they did not fee it before, and give them- 
felve^up to the fludy of itj there they 

fhaU 
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jhall clearly behold the folly of irreli- disc 
gion in the perfons of the wicked, and ■/ 
be aftoniihed at their infenfibility in fol- 
lowing fo hard after it. Amidft all this 
unimaginable multitude, there fhall not be 
one| idle and unconcerned fpedator; not 
one that fhall have leifijre to trouble him- 
ielf with tht affairs of his neighbour^ 
Every man will have a caufe to be heard, 
and how will he be ftraightenedi UQtil it 
be determined ? 

The priiibners, thus brought to the bar, 
are to be judged concerning the couniels of 
their hearts, the words of their lips, and 
the works of their hands, which will h^ 
found regiftered againft them in the vo- 
lumes of their confciences. Thefe vo- 
lumes indeed are often clofed during the 
prefent life, by the hands of negligence 
and forgetfulnefs. But at the laft day they 
Ihall be unfolded to all the world, Thefe, 
perhaps, are the books, which, as Daniel 
and St. John inform us, fhall be opened 
before the throne of Chrifl, that mqn may 

T 4 be 
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DISC, be judged out of thofe things which are 
' written therein. The duft (hall be wiped 
away from thofe important writings ; each 
obliterated charadter ihall be renewed and 
reftored; and a light fhining from above 
fhall make them legible to every eye. 
There is nothing now hidden, which fhall 
not then be known % nothing fpoken or 
done in the fecret chambers, which ihall 
not be proclaimed in public. Confcience 
fhall then do the work perfeSly, which, 
through our own faults, it doth at pre- 
fent imperfeSly; and we fhall know, as 
we are known; we fhall know ourfelves^ 
as God knoweth us. But befides this, the 
, great Accufer fhall fland forth at the laft 
day in his proper charadler, and aggravate 
with all his malice the fins, to the com- 
miffion of which he tempted the ungodly. 
^« Thefe wretches," may he fay to the 
judge, *• my power never <:reated, nor my 
providence fuflained \ I never was incar- 
nate, nor did I ever hang three hours 
«* upon the crofs for them ; I gave them 
<^ no grace, and promifed them no glory. 

" Yet, 
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« Yet, by their own choice, they have for- disc. 

•' faken thee, who didft all this for thein^ 1. 

** and voluntarily yielded themfelves fer- 
*^ vants to me. Mine therefore they are, 
** and with me Ihall be their portion." 
They who have beheld the countenance of 
a malefad:or, when fuddenly confronted by 
an accomplice appearing as an evidence 
againft him, may form fome idea of that 
confufion which fhall overwhelm the fin- 
ner, when confcience, awaking out of fleep, 
fhall witnefs his iniquity to his face ; when 
the very thoughts of his heart fhall be 
made manifcfl, and the tempter fhall be 
his accufer. 

Nor fhall the faithful efcape the malice 
of him who is ftyled the Accufer of the 
brethren 5 but he fhall accufe them alfb 
before their God; alleging againfl them 
the follies of their youth, and the infirmi- 
ties of their old age ; their fruitlefs repent- 
ances, and frequent relapfes ; their excefTes 
in the pleafures of fenfe, and their defi- 
ciencies in the duties of religion; the wan- 
derings 



298 "^ie Great AJfize, 

Bisc. derings of their prayers^ and the coldne/s 

. 1_ of their charity. And, alasl if God (hould 

be extreme to mark what is done amifs, 
who could ftand ? But for thofe who be- 
lieve, upon the preaching of the Gofpd, 
who lay hold on the benefits of that ad 
of grace, and come in upon the eafy terms 
of the Chriftian covenant, for them there 
is WxLftMO^^y an adv^ate ready to appear, 
even the fpirit, which now '^ maketh 
'* interceflion for them,'' and fhall do the 
fame at the laft day; againft the allega- 
tions of Satan, pleading the merits of the 
Redeemer, and the promifed p^don made 
effedtual by grace; what he wrought^ 
his people, and what he wrought in them ; 
the groans and the tears of the peni- 
tent, the failings and the watchings, the 
prayers and the alms of the faithful ; the 
weakncfs and imperfcdion of which fliall 
be forgiven, and they fliall be acceptedip 
not for their own fake, but for the fake of 
the beloved ; through whofe blood all fliall 
be faved, who depart in the faith and 

fear 
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fear of God^ notwithflanding their lapfes, Dise. 
through infirmity, in th^ days of their "' 
flefh. Thefe therefore go to the portion 
en the right hand, becaufe the Lord their 
God doth anfwer for them. They ihall 
hear the joyful found of pardon and peace: 
die angels who miniftered to them, and 
often rejoiced at their repentance, fhall 
place them in everlafting habitations of 
pleafure and ' glory ; while the wicked, for* 
iaken by their guardians, and condemned 
by the righteous judgment of their God, 
are configned over to the executioners of 
eternal vengeance. 

A confideration of thefe important truths 
fuggefteth the beft rules for the condud: 
of thoie who are concerned in hum^i 
judicatories. 

Mindful therefore of ** that man by 
«* whom God fhall judge the world in 
** righteoufnefs," he who fitteth on the 
feat of judgment, as the reprcfentative of 

an 
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p I s c« itn earthly fovereign, will confider himielf 
^^' likewife as his minifter, *^ by ^hom kingt 
" reign, and princes decree judgment/ 
and at whofe bar kings and princes, witji 
all in authority under thenii'mi^ft one day 
appear. At prefent^ ^* God ftandetb in t}|e 
<* congregatipn qf princes,'* pbijbrving the 
manner in which they exerciie the power 
delegated to them i but hereafter he fhall 
^/ as a jtidge even of theu^^ who, by r^n 
of that delegated power, are ftyled Gods. 
The care then of the m^giftrate, when be 
goeth up to the judgmp^t*feat> will be, 
to put on righteoufnefs as a glorious and 
beautiful robe; and to render his tribunal 
a fit emblem of that eternal throne, of 
which jufticc and judgment are the habi- 
tation. 

Mindful of thofe holy and exalted per- 
fonages, who fliall fit with their Lord 
upon twelve thrones, judging the twelw 
tribes of Ifrael, they to whom the laws 
of their country comniit the lives and pro- 
perties 
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Ifcrtics of their fellow fubjeas, will not disc. 
fuffer themfelves to be biaffed by any ^^' 
worldly confiderations. They will neither 
be intimidated by the frowns of the migh- 
ly, nor feduced by the promifes of the 
opulent, to depart one ftep from the diiin- 
tcrefted uprightriefs and integrity^ which 
charafterize the apoftles of the Son of God. 

Mindful of that true ihd faithful wit« 
nefs which every man carries in his bolbm, 
which no gift can blind, no power can 
filence, or prevent it's appearing, to teftify 
concerning his thoughts, his words, and 
his aftions, at the laft day, they who are 
called upon to give evidence, will do it 
with fimplicity and fincerity ; neither pal- 
liating the crimes of the guilty, nor aggra- 
vating the calamities of the wretched ; but 
fo fpeaking " the truth, the whole truth, 
*^ and nothing but the truth,'* as their 
confciences will hereafter infallibly do, and 
as they expeft help from the God of their 
falvation, in that dreadful hour. 

Mindful 



\ 
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\ 
Bisc. Mindful of that blefled and grack)iU 

^ "' Spirit^ who now ** maketh intorceffioa 
<^ for us ^ith unutterable groanings/' and 
who fhall plead our cauie at the judg* 
ment-feat of Chrift^ the advocate will rt^ 
joice in the godlike tafk of patronizing 
the injured and oppreiTed ; of contributing, 
by his fkill and induftry* towards the elu- 
cidation of truth, the detection of villany, 
and the vindication of innocence. But he 
will never employ his learning for the 
eilablifhment of falfehood, nor difplay his 
eloquence in favour of injuftice. 

Mindful of their happy lot, whom mer- 
cy fhall receive to glory, and of their J(ad 
eftate, whom juftice fhall hurry away to 
torments, we fhall all provide againfl that 
day, which is to determine our fate for 
everlafling ages. Should a door of hope 
be opened to thofe unhappy wretches who 
are now refer ved in chains, to be brought 
forth to judgment before an earthly judge, 
how eagerly would they prefs into it? 
Could forrow for their pafl offences, and 

unfeigned 
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un&igned re£)lutions of amendment, pro- disc 

XI 

cure the royal pardon^ reftore them to a L 

ftate of probation^ and enable them to lay 
hold on life» how thankful would they be 
for the ofFer^ how readily would they clofc 
with the propoial? This favour is gra- 
ciouily vouchiafed to us. For ^< behold^ 
*^ now is the accepted time \ behold^ now 
is the day of falvation. The judge ftand-^ 
** eth before the door," but his entrance is 
not yet. The evangelical a£t of grace con- 
tinueth in full force, and all are invited to 
partake of the benefits of it ; that fo hav- 
ing repented, and believed the Gofpel, 
having kept the faith in a pure confqience^ 
and kept it unto the end, they may ob(^ 
their pardon under the feal of the living 
God, and receive the promifed reward, ia 
the day of eternal recompence. For ** there 
** is no condemnation to them that are in 
^ Chrifl Jcfus, who walk not after the 
•* flefh, but after the fpirit." While there- 
fore we blefs God, who preferveth to us 
the adminiftration of juflice in our land, 
let the prefent folemnity, by reminding 

us 
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DISC, us of the trial we likewife mud undefgOi 
, ^^' be made profitable in things pertaining not 
only to this life^ but alfo to that which is 
to come; that fb, when we fhall all meet 
again, after our feparation by the chances 
of life, and the ftroke of deaths we may 
remember that we met on this day; and 
remember with pleafure, that we met not 
in vain. 



DISCOURSE XII. 



THE ORIGIN OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 



ROM. xni. 4. 

He is tbe minijier of God to thee for good. 

IT is impoffible for any one to confider> d i s c» 
with attention^ the harmony in which *^ 

all the parts of the natural world confpire 
to zdi for the benefit of the whole, with* 
out feeling an ardent defire to learn, by 
whom and in what manner they were firft 
framed and compadted together ; how the 
agents were fuitcd to the patients, and the 
caufes proportioned to the efFefts ; fo that 
the former have ever fince operated inva- 
riably in the production of the latter ; and 
the refult hath been an uniform obedience 
to the laws origmally impofed upon inani- 
mate matter. 

VOL. II. U A diligent 
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DISC, A diligent furvey of the bleflings, for 



XII. 



which the moral world is indebted to civil 
polity^ and the due execution of it's edids, 
muft needs excite a curiofity equally ear- 
ned, and equally laudable, to enquire into 
the origin of fo ufeful and neceiTary an in- 
ftitution ; to know, at what time, and un- 
der whofe diredion, a machine was con- 
ftru<3:ed, capable, by a variety of well ad- 
jufted fprings and movements, of controul- 
ing the irregularities of depraved nature, 
and of enfuring to us, amidft the reftlefs 
and contradictory paffions and afFediriops of 
iinful men, a quiet pofTeflion of our lives 
and properties. 

A " ftate of nature'* hath been fuppofed 
by writers of eminence upon this fubjeft, 
** when men lived in a wild and diforderly 
•« manner ; and though they had a princi- 
** pie of reftraint from religion, and a kind 
^* of general law, that exacted punifhment 
** of evil doers, yet, as the adminiftration 
•* of this law was in common hands, and 
«* they had no one arbiter, or judge, with 

^ authority 
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** authority over the reft, to put this law, disc 

•* with any regularity, in execution ; fo, *_ 

** from the cxcefs of felf-love, many mu- 
" tual violences and wrongs would enfue, 
" which would put men upon forming 
" themfelves into civil focieties, under 
** fome common arbiter, for remedy of this 
** diforder/' — And it hath been, according- 
ly, concluded, that ** the civil magiftrate 
•^ was called in as an ally to religion, to 
•* turn the balance, which had too much 
•* inclined to the fide of that inordinate 
« felf-love*" 

In the " wild and dilbrderly ftate" here 
fuppofed, when mankind were mere fa- 
vages, it is not eafy to conceive how they 
had obtained " a principle of reftraint from 
** religion,'* or ** a kind of general law, 
•* that exadted punifliment of evil doers." 
And it is no lefs difficult to imagine, what 
benefit could accrue to them from either i 
fince, as the religion had no prieft, to teach 
and enforce it, the law had no magiftrate, 
to promulgate and to execute it. " The 

u 2 ^» adminiftra- 
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DISC. «< adminiftration of this law was in common 
^"* *^ hands y* that is, in the hands of every 
man, who had his own law, canon as wdl 
as ftatute, fuited to his prefent occafion, 
convenience, or caprice. And what was 
this, but to be truly and properly deftitute 
both of law and religion ? 

As this independent ftate of nature was 
a ftate of perfeiSt liberty 5 and^ as they, 
who had the happinefs to live under fo 
pure and primitive a difpenfation, were, 
doubtlefs, too fenfible of their happinefs* 
to exchange it readily for government, al- 
ways liable to degenerate into tyranny and 
oppreffion, it is obvious to think, that 
when the projeifl for " calling in the civil 
^^ magiftrate as an ally to religion'* was firft 
propofed, it would not fail to meet with a 
c< very vigorous oppofition/' ** An inordi- 
** nate felf-love," we find, was in poflef- 
fion : and no poffeffor is with more diffi- 
culty ejeded. Of the privilege enjoyed by 
every man, to do without controul what 
was ^* right in his own eyes," every man 

would 
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would be exceedingly tenacious; and no disc. 
one, who thought himfelf, by his fuperior ^"' 
ftrcngth of body, or intelledt, better enti- 
tled to an ox, or an afs, than his neigh- 
bour, could be prefently made to fee the 
propriety of his fuffering, for the good of 
the community, 

** The free confent of every individual, 
** we are told, is neceflary to be obtained 
•* for the inftitution of civil government/* 
But upon what plain fhall the univerfal af- 
iembly be convened ? Or who, in a ftate 
of mature, hath authority to convene it ? 
How fhall the proceedings of this tumul- 
tuary congrefs of independents be regu- . 
lated, or the votes of it's members be col- 
ledted ? And when will all agree to inveft 
fome with a power of inflid:ing pains and 
penalties, which others cannot but be fen- 
fible they fhall foon incur ? 

It is by no means reafonable to ima- 
gine, that each perfon would confent from 
thenceforth to be determined by a majority 

u ? of 
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p I s c, of the whole body, which might chance, 
upon queftions of the utmofl importance, 
to exceed the minority, only by a fingle 
vote. And that one half of the fociety 
ihould thus domineer over the other half, 
it would be deemed an infringement on 
liberty, to which men, born free and equal, 
might, with great appearance of reafon, 
fcruple to fubje<a themfelves. 

It is indeed fometimes aflerted^ that 
** no man can fubmit himielf to the abfo- 
** lute will of another :" in which cafe, he 
certainly cannot fubmit himfelf to any go- 
vernment whatfoever ; fince the legi/lature^ 
in every government, is abfolute, having a 
power to repeal or difpenfe with it's own 
laws, upon occafions, of which itfelf is 
judge. 

The reafon afligned for the above afler- 
tion, *^ that no man can fubmit himfelf to 
" the abfolute will of another," is this, 
that ** no man can give that, of which 
** hiijifelf is not poffefled, namely, the 

*^ power 
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*^ power over his own life." But how then disc. 

XII 

came any government to be invefted with a 1 

power of life and death ? And what would 
a government avail, which was not invefted 
with that power? If laws, inflidting ca- 
pital puniihments, are frequently broken, 
in what a ftatc would the world be, if 
there were no fuch laws ? Here, then, is 
a dignus vindice nodus-, and therefore, Deus 
interjit ! For, without the interpofition of 
fome power fuperior to human, a fyftem of 
civil polity, calculated to anfwer, in any 
degree, the end of it's inftitution, can 
neither be framed, nor fupported. 

And the truth is, when we refledl a lit- 
tle farther upon the fubjedt, we cannot 
but perceive our apprehenfions greatly 
ihocked at the fuppofition, that ,the wife 
and good Creator, who formed mankind 
for fociety in this world, and defigned to 
train them, by a performance of it's du» 
ties, for a more noble and exalted fellow- 
ship with angels in the world to come, 
fhould place them, at the beginning, in 

u 4 the 
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DISC, the above-mentioned wild and diforderly 

'_ ilate of independence, to roam in fields and 

forefts, like the brutes that perifh, and ta 
fcarch for law and government, where they 
were not to be found ; that he fliould give 
them no rulers, by whom, or how they 
fliould be guided and directed, but leave 
them to choofe for themfelves, that is, to 
difpute and fight, and, in the end, to be 
governed by the ftrongeft. One cannot 
think of multitudes in fuch a ftate of 
equality, with fierce and favage temper3 
and difpofitions, prepared to contend for 
fuperiority, but it brings to mind that 
army, which, according to a pagan fidtion, 
from the teeth of ferpents fown in the 
earth, fprang up together, ready armed for 
battle, and deftroyed each other. 

But are thefe things fo ? Did God in- 
deed, at the beginning, bring into being, 
at the fame time, a number of human 
creatures, independent of each other, and 
turn them uninftrufted into the woods, to 
fettle a civil polity by compadt among 

them- 
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themfelves ? We know he did not. He disc. 
who *' worketh all things according to the ^"* 
** counfel of his own will/' or that law 
which his wifdom prefcribes to his power, 
he who appointed a regular fubordination 
among the celcftial hierarchies; he who 
*' made a law for the rain, and gave his 
*' decree to the fea, that the waters fhouU 
** not pafs his commandment /' he who is 
the God of peace and order, provided for 
the eftablifhment and continuation of thefc 
blefSngs among mankind, by ordaining, 
iirft in the cafe of Adam, and then again 
in that of Noah, that the human race 
ihould fpring from one common parent. 

Unlefs, therefore, fome other origina- 
tion of mankind be difcovered, all equality 
and independence are at an end. The ftate 
of nature was a ftate of fubordination; 
fince, from the beginning, fome were born 
fubje<ft to others; and the power of the 
father, by whatever name it be called, muft 
have been fupreme at the firft, when there 
was none fuperior to it- ** To fathers with- 

" in 
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DISC, "in their private families," faith the judi- 

XII * 

^ 1 cious Hooker, ** nature hath given a fuprane 

** power ; for which caufe we fee through- 
** out the world, even from the founda- 
*• tion thereof^ all men have ever been 
'' taken as lords and lawful kings, in their 
** own houfes/' And had children the 
power to choofe for themfelves, what could 
they wifli for, beyond the care and protec- 
tion of a parent ! 

The creation of one pair, the inftitu- 
tion of marriage, and the relations flowing 
from it, do fo evidently fhew fubordina- 
tion, at the beginning, to have been natu- 
ral, and not founded on compact between 
peers, that two of the ableft advocates for 
a different hypothefis have, in fadt, reduced 
the fuppofed .compaft at laft to a probabk 
or tacit confent of the children to be go- 
verned by their father. So that we may 
fairly look upon this point to be given up. 
Let us, therefore, go on to trace, as well 
as we can, the progrefs of focicty in the 
early ages of the world ; to point out the 

planner 
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manner in which a number of families be- disc 
came united under one civil polity, and ^^'* 
governments arofe, differing from each 
other, no lefs in form, than in extent. 

As mankind multiplied, they neceflarily 
found themfelves obliged to feparate and 
difperfe; which they did accordingly, un- 
der their natural rulers, the chiefs of fa- 
milies and tribes, who, by reafon of their 
longevity, faw themfelves, in a courfe of 
years, at the head of a numerous train 
of defcendants and dependants. By thefe 
means the earth became gradually filled 
with little governments ; and as there was 
land fufficient for them all, in this ftate 
they continued, till, through the workings 
of corrupted nature, difputes were engen- 
dered, which terminating in war, vidtory 
at laft declared for one of the parties, and 
the other was obliged to fubmit. Thus ' 
the larger governments arofe by conqueft, 
firft fwallowed up the lejfer into themfelves, 
and then contended with, and overthrew 
^ch other. 



In 
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DISC. In the tenth chapter of Genefis, we 
^"* have an account of the famihes, tribes, or 
leffer governments, with which the earth 
was overfpread by the progeny of the fens 
of Noah. And in the fame chapter we 
read, that, very foon after, by means of 
Nimrod, a mighty one^ a warrior, a con- 
queror, the kingdom, or larger government 
of Babel began to rear it's head, which, 
in proccfs of time, under different names, 
became univerfal ; till grown too great to 
fupport it's own weight, it was fubverted by 
the Perfian, as the Perfian was by the Gre- 
cian, and the Grecian by the Roman, out 
of which laft were formed the empires^ 
kingdoms, and flates, at this day fubfifting. 

Thus it was, that the lefler governments 
were, from the beginning, founded in the 
patria potejlas, and ** multiplied as long as 
** there was room enough, or they could 
** agree together ; till upon diflenfions 
" arifing, the ftronger, or more fortunate, 
*' fwallowed up the weaker : and thofe 
'* great ones, again breaking in pieces, dif- 

** folved 
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*' folved into lefler dominions*." Power disc, 

XII 

dropped from the hands of one, but was . 
always feized by another, before.it could 
defcend to the people, who indeed often 
changed their governors, but were never 
left to rove at large, without any govern- 
ment at all. Compact had no place, un- 
lefs either when the lefler flates united, 
as the Greeks did under Agamemnon, 
againfl a common enemy, which was only 
for a time; or elfey when feveral ftates 
united, to go and feek frefli fettlements> 
they chofe a head, with referve of privi- 
leges to the leaders under him. As to 
thofe illegitimate forms of government 
called ariJiocratiCf and democratic ^ they are 
comparatively of late flanding, and were 
indeed founded on compad:, though gene- 
rally among peers in rebeUion, who having 
broken off from their allegiance to their 
natural rulers, and thrown the public into 
convulfions, and being determined to ad- 
mit no common fuperior, were obliged, 
by the neceflity of their circumflances, to 

* Mr. Locke. 

fettle 
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i> 1 s c. fettle themfclves, by compaft, into a go- 
^ vemment, in which a certain mock equal- 
ity of all was pretended^ but a conjunft 
tyranny of a few was cxercifed. Orators, 
haranguing upon liberty, to get themfelves 
a^ name among the populace, have extolled 
thefe forms, as the moft accomplifhed and 
genuine of all. But if we confidcr, as an 
acute writer direds us to do, that ** the 
** utmoft energy of the nervous tlyle of 
Thucydides, and the great copioufnef^ 
and expreffion of the Greek language 
•' feem to fink under the hiftorian, when 
*^ he attempts to defcribe the diforders, 
'* which arofe from faction, throughout 
«* all the Grecian commonwealths /* that 
•* Appian's hiftory of the Roman civil 
*' wars contains the moft frightful picture 
*' of maflacres, profcriptions, and ibrfei- 
** tures, that ever was prefented to the 
**,world^j** if, at the fame time, we re- 
colle<5l the confufion and defolation once 
occafioned iti our own country, by the 
project of erefting a government upon the 

* Mr. HvMK. 

plan 
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plan of thofe famous democracies, we (hall disc, 

find no temptation to exchange a regular 1_ 

and well conftituted monarchy for a re- 
public, efpecially as we muft be firft 
thrown into that imaginary political chaos, 
falfely called a ftate of nature, befbre the 
fair creation can emerge. Like the Ifrael- 
ites of old, we muft break off all that is 
precious and valuable, and caft it into the 
fire, that from thence may come out this 
Jboafted idol, at the feet of which kings and 
kingdoms are to fall down, and worfhip. 

But if the foregoing be a true reprefen- 
tation of fa<9:$, it may be afked, how came 
men into tha^t favage ftate, in which many 
nations have been, and are at prefent, and 
which, if it be not a ftate of nature, yet 
doth much refemble that which is defcrib-* 
. ed as fuch, and perhaps gave birth to the 
ideas that have been entertained concerning 
it, and the political fyftems eredted upon 
the fuppofition of it. 

In order fatisfadtorily to anfwer this 

queftion. 
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DISC. queftioD, it muft be remembered, that a^ 

1_ ter the confufion at Babel, and the apof-* 

tafy of the nations from the worftiip of 
the true God to idolatry, the world was 
gradually peopled by colonies fent forth 
from places overftocked. Thefe colonies 
would confift of a mixture of people, often 
the meaneft and loweft, fometimes driven 
out by conquering enemies, deftitute of 
neceffarics, to feek for fettlements in dif- 
tant quarters of the globe. If they fixed 
in a colder latitude, which rendered the 
want of clothes and a variety of well pre- 
pared food more fenfibly felt, and likewife 
in a place conveniently fituated for traffic, 
they would employ all the underftanding 
of which they were matters, to contrive 
things firft for ufe, and afterwards for ele- 
gance and ornament. But as this was a 
work of agesj as fome imperfed: notices 
of their ruder times would be handed 
down to their more polite ones ; and as 
they had no writing to record events ; there 
muft needs be a wide chafm in their hif- 
tory, between the defertion of their old 

fettlements. 
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fettliements, and the completion of their disc. 

YTT 

new ones. So that when, in their civi- 1. 

lized and poliihed ftate, they came, at 
their leifure, to look back, and guefs at 
their own rife and progrefs, they would be 
loft in the darknefs of thofe times, which 
preceded their prefent improvements. They 
would then imagine a ftate of nature, in 
which all were favages, and all were equal; 
they would fancy themfelves to have been 
AvTox^oveg, judge of other nations by their 
own, make the fyftem univerfal, and fup- 
pofe all government to have been founded 
on compad: among peers, in that •* wild 
*' and difbrderly ftate." As their laws, 
though of late date, were the firft written 
accounts of their civilization, they would 
conclude that, till then, there had been no 
law, or civil polity in the world j though, 
in every country, there is a jus fcriptum^ 
and a jus non fcriptum^ of which the latter 
is always the oldeft, being coeval with the 
conftitution, or even prior to it, having 
(bmetimes been brought from the place 
vol,. II. X whence 
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pisc. whjBnce the colcMiy caoie, and perhaps dc- 
^"* livered down from the beginning> 

In circumflances like thcie, we are not 
to be furprifed^ if we £nd the hiAoriami 
philofophers, and poets, among the Greeks 
and Romans, believing civil government 
to have arifen at firft by an agreement 
among independent favages, as £xQe of 
them imagined, that the world itielf was 
formed by a fortuitous concoiirfe of inde<- 
pendent atoms, floating up and down in an 
infinite void« In conftrading thefe vifion- 
ary fyftems, political and phyfical, they 
difplayed their ingenuity, and we. can only 
lament their want of information with re- 
gard to what had happened in former ages, 
of which they had no means of obtaining 
more than was derived to them by an im- 
perfedk disjointed tradition, difguifed in the 
drefs of fable, and deftitute of any autho- 
rity to recommend and gain it credit. They 
ered:ed the beft fabric they could with the 
materials in their hands, and it would be 
unreafonable tp exped brick from artifi- 
cers. 
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Cers> to whom ftraw was not given • But disc 
in us who have the Scripture hiftory be- ...^^^ 
fore us, it would be fomething worfe than 
unreafonable, to overlook the information 
with which that fupplies us, and have re- 
courfe to romantic fchemes, which owed 
their being to the want of it. 

On the other hand, let us fuppofe a co-^ 
lony, upon it's migration, to have fettled 
itielf in a warmer climate, where men 
would find little or no occaiion for clothe's, 
hottfes, or the preparation of food by fire % 
and where they were cut off from all com- 
nlunicatioh with the reft of the world. In 
this fituation, they would not concern them- 
fdves about the convenleiicies, much lefs 
the elegancies of life. Naked, or nearly 
fo, living upon the fruits of the earth, and 
fuch other provifion as the chafe, or the 
net would procure, and ftrangers, for want 
of commerce, to arts and learning, they 
muft continue in the decpeft intelledlual 
poverty, retaining only fome of thofe fu- 
perftitious cuftoms, and diabolical rites, 

pc 2 derived 
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DISC, derived from their idolatrous anceflors» and 
. imported with them. And thus degene- 

rating, as they muft of neceflity do, every 
day more and more, they would come at 
laft into that deplorable ftate of ignorance 
and barbarifm, in which fome nations arc 
indeed found at tliis day. But is diis a 
ftate of nature ? Was this the ftate in 
which the Lord of all things placed the 
nobleil of fublunaty beings, the heir of 
glory and immortality, when his own hands 
had formed and fafhioned him, and he had. 
breathed into him the breath of life ? No, 
furely, it is a ftate the moft unnatural in 
which rational creatures, made in the 
image of their Creator, can be conceived 
to exifti A ftate into which, through 
apoftacy from revealed truth, and confe- 
quent lofs of all knowlege, by the juft 
judgment of God upon them, fbme nations 
were permitted to fall, and are fufFered to 
continue, in terror em to others. And docs a 
mafter of reafon, an enlightened philofo- 
pher, in an enlightened age, fend us to 
learn the firft principles of government 

from 
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from Floridans, Brafilians, and Cherokees, disc. 
bccaufe it is faid, that they have no kings, __J^ 
but choofe leaders, as they want them in 
time of war ? Though fuch is the force of 
primeval inftitution, fuch the neceffity of 
government, and fuch the voice of nature 
concerning it, that even in America, upon 
it's difcovery, fome nations, as the Mexi- 
cans and Peruvians, w^ere found in the 
ftatc of the larger governments which arofe 
by conqueft, while others, in the form of 
the lejer, were fubje<fl to the chiefs of their 
reipedlive clans and tribes. Savages them- 
felves cannot live in a ftate of abfolute equa« 
lity and independence. In civilized com- 
munities, a fhip cannot be navigated, a re- 
giment cannot march, a family cannot be 
holden together, without a fubordination 
eftjiblifhed and preferved. And was all 
government once diflblved, and the world 
really reduced to that ftate, out of which 
civil polity is fuppofed to have originally^ 
iprung, it would be a fcene of uproar and 
conflifion, and a field of blood, till the 
day of the confummation of all things. 

X 3 A long 
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XII. 



p I s c. A long and vininterrupted enjoyment of 
bleffings is apt to extinguiih in us that 
gratitude towards the author of then* 
which it ought to cheriih and invigorate i 
and jullice is the lefs regarded, when ft* 
maketh thefe her awful proceflions thnnig^ 
the land, preferving peace and traiiqi^it)f 
in our borders, becaufe fhe maketh ^epi 
periodically and confl^ntly. Far diiEerei]^ 
would be our fenfations at fuch timeSj, had 
fed experience ever taught us wh^t it was 
to fee government unhinged, to want the 
protedion of regal power, and the ^m C3S*^ 
cution of laws, by thofe to whom that 
power is delegated, " for the punifluneAt 
<* of evil doers, and the praife of ^ them that 
*' do well.' ■ The courfe of nature often 
glides on unobferved, when there are no 
variations in it; and the fun himfelf fhineth 
unnoticed, becaufe he fhineth every day, 
*^ Since the time that God did firft pro- 
^* claim the edids of his law,'' fays the 
excellent Hooker, ** heaven and earth have 
** hearkened unto his voice, and their la- 
^^ bo«r h^th been tg do liis vyill. But if 

♦* nature 
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** nature fhould intermit her courfe, and disc. 
" leave altogether, though it were but for ^^^* 
*^ a while, the obfervation of her own 
** laws \ if thofe principal and mother ele- 
** menCs, whereof all. things in this lower 
** world are made, fhould lofe the qualities 
** which now they have 5 if the frame of 
*^ that heavenly arch, eredled over our 
** heads, fhould loofen and difiblve itfelf ; if 
*^ celeftial fpheres fhould forget their wont- 
^ ed motions, and, by irregular volubility^ 
♦* turn themfelves any way, as it might 
•* happen 5 if the prince of the lights of 
•^ heaven, which now, iis a giant, doth run' 
^^ his unwearied courfe, fhould, as it were, 
'^ through a languifhing faintnefs, begin to 
*' fland, and to refl himfelf ; if the moon 
** fhould wander from her beaten way, the 
^^ times and feafons of the year blend them- 
** felves by difordered and confufed mix^ 
" ture, the winds breathe out their laft 
*' gafp, the clouds yield no rain, the earth 
** be defeated of heavenly influence, and 
*' her fruits pine away, as children at thp 
" withered breafls of their mother, no 

X 4 " longer 
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pisc. c< longer able to yidd them relief; what 

1_ *^ would become of man himfelf, wh<Mn 

'* thefe things do all npw ferve ;" and how 
would he look back upon thofe benefits, 
for which, when they were daily poured 
upon him in boundlef§ profwfion, he for- 
got to be thankfiil ? 

While, therefore, we partake, in fo emi- 
nent a degree, the benefits of civil polity, 
let us not be unmindful of our great Be- 
nefactor. Let thefe folemn occafions ferve 
to remind us, that there is an intimate 
connexion between religion and govern- 
ment; that the latter flowed originally from 
the feme divine fource with the former, 
and was, at the beginning, the ordinance 
of the moft High ; that the ftate of na- 
ture was a ftate of fubordination, not one 
of equality and independence, in which 
mankind never did, nor ever can exift; 
that the civil magiftrate is ** the minifter of 
** God to us for good;'' and that to the 
gracious author of every other valuable gift 
we are indebted for all the comforts and 

conveniencies 
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convenienciejs of fociety, during our paf- J^'sc. 

XII* 

fage, through this turbulent fccne, to thofe * 
manfions, where, as violence is no more 
committed^ punifhment is no more de- 
served; vsrhere eternal justice hath fixed 
her throne, and is for ever employed in 
4iftributing rewards to her fubjedts, who 
have been tried, and found faithfuL 
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DISCOURSE XIII 



THE PRODIGAL SON. 



LUKE XV, 32, 

// was meet that we jhould make merry ^ mi he 
ghd: for this thy brother was deady and is alive 
again i and was lofty and is found. 

THESE words conclude the parable disc. 
of the Prodigal Son. A parable, for ^"^' 
it's variety of incidents, and the afFedting 
manner in which they are related, remark- 
ably beautiful, even in the letter of it, A 
younger fon, gay and thoughtlefs, as youth 
often is, grown weary of being in the 

houfe 



] 
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Disc.houfe and under the direction of a kind 
^'^^* and tender father, defires to have his for- 
tune configned over to him, that he may 
go out into the world, and manage iot 
himfelf. Having obtained his requeft, he 
immediately makes ufe of the ib much 
wiflied for liberty and independency, quits 
the habitation of his father, and takes his 
journey into a far country. Here, falling 
into bad company, and ftrong temptations, 
he found his good refolutions prefently 
ftaggered; and his old principles not be- 
ing firmly fixed, and having no fupport, 
foon gave way to a fet of new ones, better 
adapted to the times, and the faihion of 
the country he was now in. Loofe prac- 
tices were the neceflary confequences of 
falfe principles ; and as the paths of fin are 
not only flippeiy, but all upon the defcent 
too, he fell from one wickednefs to an- 
other, plunged into all manner of riot and 
debauchery, and fpent the l^ft farthings 
To complete his mifery, there arofe at tihiat 
time a mighty famine in the land where 
he was ; and he was foon at a loft' 

where 
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tvhere to get a piece of bread. Kay, to disc* 
fo great extremity was he driven by the ^'^'* 
violence of the famine, that having been 
forced to fubmit to the Very abjedl em- 
ployment of feeding fwine, he tried in vain 
to fatisfy the cravings of nature with the 
dry and empty hufks that the fwine did 
eat. Thefe had nothing in them fit to 
nourifh the human body. Hungry and 
thirfty, his foul fainted in him, and there 
was no man that took any thought or care 
about him. The affliction was fharp ; but 
the cafe required it; and now it began to 
work the intended cure. For by this time 
the fenfe of his mifery had, through God's 
grace, brought him to a fcnfc of his folly, 
from which that mifery flowed 5 and when 
he was flarving at night in the fields with 
cold and hunger, he could not help think- 
ing of the happy fouls he had left behind 
him in his father's houfe, where there was 
joy, and comfort, and plenty of every 
thing. In that houfe he was once a be- 
loved fon. But his wickednefs had been 
too great to fuflfer him to hope he fhould 

ever 
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Di s c. ever be owned there again in that capacity* 
/^"'' Tribulation is the fchool rf humility, and 
an excellent fchool it is. For by it the 
man whofe pride and gaiety of heart wcie 
fuch, that he could not bear to fbay in die 
houfe where he was a fon, became fo voy 
meek and fubmiflive, that to be in that 
fame houie as an hired fervant, was now 
the utmoft of his wiflies. Nay, he haidfy 
could bring himfelf to hope, that his fa- 
ther would take him in again, even as a 
fcrvant. In fear and trembling therefore 
he arofe, and returned to him whole &ce 
he was yet afraid, though fo defirous to 
fee. But lo, the bowels of the good old 
man yearned after his lofl child, and he 
was continually looking out for him; fo 
that at his return, he fiiw him while he 
was yet a great way off; and, with an heart 
overflowing with love and joy, ran forth 
to meet him, embraced him in his arms, 
fell upon his neck, and kiffed him. He 
would hardly ftay to hear his humiliation 
of himfelf, and confeffion of his unwor- 
thinefs, but ordered the fervants inftandy 

to 
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*o produce the bcft robe, and put it up- ©tsc 
on him, and to put a ring on his hand, *_ 

and ihoes on his feet, and to bring forth 
the fatted calf, and kill it, that they might 
eat and be merry. All this was accord-* 
ingly done, and now there was nothing to 
be heard but mufic and melody, and the 
voice of joy and thankfulnefs, in that houie. 
But the elder brother, who had lived with 
the father, and Iiappened at this time to be 
abroad in the £eld, about his bulinefs, 
coming home and drawing near to the 
houfe, was furprifed with the noife of mu- 
iic and dancing ; and calling one of the 
fervants out, he aiked what it meant ? The 
fervant told him, that his long loft brother 
was come home again, and that his father 
had killed the fatted calf, becauie he had 
received him fafe and found. Upon this, 
inftead of participating in the common joy, 
he fuffered pride and envy to get pofleffion 
of his heart; he was angry, and would not 
go in. Therefore came his father out, 
and intreated him ; to whom he complain-^ 
cd, that having fcrved him fo long, with- 
out 
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DISC, out tranigrcffing at any time his com- 

|_ mandments, he had never had £0 much as a 

kid given him» that he might make merry 
with his friends : but as foon as this other 
fon was come> who had devoured his living 
with harlots, the i^tted calf had been killed 
for him. Son (fays the good old man 
to him) thou art ever with me, and all 
that I have is thine^ fo that thou mayefl 
have a feaft at any time, or rather indeed 
haft a continual feaft; but, furely, upon 
fuch an extraordinary occaiion as this, it 
was meet that we fhould make merry, and 
be glad; for this thy brother was deadj^ 
and is alive again ; and was loft, and is 
found. 

I Such is the parable of the Prodigal Son, 
according to the letter. Let us now endea-* 
vour to difcover the fpirit and interpreta- 
tion of this beautiful parable. 

^' A certain man had two fons." This 
father is God himfelf, the father of both 
Jew and Gentile, reprefented here, as in 

many 
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many other places, under the figure of two disc. 

Xll I 

fons. The Jew is confidered in Scripture 1 

as the elder; the Gentile as the younger. 
For thus, the rejedlion of Jew, and the 
acceptance of the Gentile, were (hewed 
forth by the rejeftion of Cain, and the ac- 
ceptance of Abel ; the rejedtion of Iflimael 
and the acceptance of Ifaac ; the rejediion 
of Efau, and the acceptance of Jacob. 
Thefe two fons, Jew and Gentile, at the 
beginning, lived together in their father's 
houfe, that is, the church, which (as fays 
St- Paul) is " the houfe of the living God." 
There, under their father's immediate pro- 
tection, they partook alike of the divine 
promifes and facrcd fervices, and had all 
things common ; and there was, for fome 
time, no diiFerence between them. 

" But the younger fon faid unto his fa- 
*' ther. Father, give me the portion of 
*' goods that falleth to me ; and he di- 
*' vided unto them his living. And not 
*' many days after, he gathered all toge- 
" ther, and took his journey into a far 

voLt ji. Y ** country. 
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DISC. ** country, and fpent his fubftancc with 

XI II* 

1 " riotous living." In thcfe words is de- 

fcribcd the departure of the Gentiles 
from God, who having conferred his di- 
vine promifcs, and in them the riches of 
the kingdom of heaven, on all alike, is 
iaid to have ** divided his living between 
*' his two fons." The elder, the Jew, 
continued with him in the church. This 
we know by the hiftory of Abraham and 
his pofterity, till the coming of Chrift. 
But the younger, the Gentile, growing 
weary of the fervice of God, and fond of 
independency, and the liberty of making 
his own religion, gathered together all 
the talents and abilities beftowed upCMi 
him, with the knowlege he had acquired 
from the divine revelations and inftitu- 
tions, ^' and took his journey into a far 
** country:" in other words, he went out 
from the prefence of God in his church, 
and in his heart departed far from the 
Lord. Whence we often find the Gentiles 
fpoken of, under the plirafe, ** Thofe that 
" are afar off." Thus this poor lilly pro- 
digal 
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digal became (as St. Paul flyles hiiri) "an disc. 

XIII 

" alien from the commonwealth of Ifrael, 1 

*^ a ftranger from the covenants of pro- 
*^ mife; having no hope, and vsrithout God 
«« in the world*" The promifes and fer- 
vices carried off by him were applied to 
falfe objeds ; and he foon " wafted his 
^* fubftance," the riches of his underftand- 
ing, "in riotous living," and devoured his 
eftate, the means by which his fpirit was 
to be fupported, with harlots ; in a word, 
he fell into idolatry, which not only is it- 
felf fpiritual fornication, but opened a door 
to all manner of kfcivioufnefs, by intro- 
ducing it even ipto the temples and fer- 
vices of the gods. For which reafon St. 
Paul clofely connedts them in his account 
of this very tranfaftion, the apoftacy of the 
nations, Rom. i. " They changed the glory ' 
** of the incorruptible God into an image 
" — WHEREFORE God alfo gavc them up 

^^ to uncleannefs." But let us proceed to 
confider the confequences of this beha- 
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DISC. *€ And when he had fpent all, there 
, " arofe a mighty famine in that land, and 

'* he began to be in want." 

Having forfaken God, and loft his grace 
and love, and at length all knowlege of 
him, he could find nothing elfewhere but 
that poverty, mifery, and want, which the 
fall had brought upon the earth. This 
wretched ftate of the Gentile world is pic- 
tured to lis by the lively and ftriking idea 
of a famine. ** There arofe a mighty fa- 
** mine in that land,** a mighty dearth and 
fcarcity of divine knowlege, which is the 
bread of life to the foul ; for " man doth 
*' not live by bread alone, but by the word 
'* that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
" God.*' A famine of this fort is thus 
defcribed by the prophet Amos ; *' Behold 
•' the days come, faith the Lord God, that 
" I will fend a famine in the land, not a 
'* famine of bread, nor a thirft for water, 
" but of hearing the words of the Lord. 
" And they fhall wander from fea to fea, 
** and from the north even to the eaft, they 

** fhall 
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** fhall run to anci fro to feek the word of disc. 
** the Lord, and fhall not find it-" This '''''' 
was exactly the cafe of the Gentiles, when 
they had fquandered away the riches of 
divine knowlege, which they had received 
from their heavenly father at the begin- 
ning. Then there arofe a fad femine of 
the word of God, and they began to be 
in want of fomething that would fatisfy 
the empty foul. Then their philofophers 
and feekers after wifdom ran to and fro from 
one end of the earth to the other, to pro- 
cure a little true religious knowlege; but it 
was not to be found. And the famine was 
over all the face of the Gentile world, and 
the land fainted by reafon of the famine. 
But as there was no true bread of life to 
be procured, the foul muft endeavour to 
fatisfy itfclf with fomething. Accordingly, 
we read of our young prodigal, that, 

*' He went and joined himfclf to a 
*' citizen of that country; and he fent him 
** into his fields to feed fwine. And he 
*' would fain have filled his belly with the 

¥3 *' hufks 
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DISC. <« hufks which the fwine did eat, and no 
^"'* <* man gave unto him." 

" No man (fays Chrift) can ferve two 
" mafters/* But one he muft fervc. And 
if he quits the fervice of God, he fbon be- 
comes a flave to the devil. This was the 
cafe of the Gentile prodigaL When he 
had dcferted the fervice of his heavenly fe- 
ther, God Almighty, the next thing we 
hear of him is, that he had joined himfelf 
to another mafter, namely, to him who, 
fince he has been caft out of heaven, walks 
up and down in the earth, feeking thofe 
who have left their old mafter and father, 
to hire them into his fervice. The prodi- 
gal was in that condition ; and accordingly 
Satan took pofleffion of him. For thus St. 
Paul tells the Ephefians, that before their 
converfion, " they walked according to the 
** prince of the power of the air, the fpi- 
" rit that worketh in the children of dif- 
** obedience.*' And the defign of the Gof- 
pel is elfev/here faid to be, to ** turn the 
** Gentiles from the power of Satan to 

^' God.'' 
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«* God." WhUe they were GentUes there- d i s c. 

XIII 

fore, they were under ** the power of Sa* 1 

** tan." Now the employment which the 
grand adverfkry of man's happinefs finds 
for him, when once engaged in his fervice, 
is this. He fends him into proper fcenes 
of fin and wickednefs, vanity and folly, 
there to gratify the defires of corrupt na- 
ture, inilaving him by this means to his 
own brutiih lufts and pafiions. This is 
moA exadlly deicribed in the parable, by 
the circumftances of his being ** fent into 
^* his matter's fields to feed fwine ;" to 
which ravenous and unclean animals, the 
iniatiable, earthly lufts of concupifcence 
are, with great propriety, refeihbled in 
Holy Scripture. The mifery of the em- 
ployment is, that thefe lufts are never to 
be fatisfied. A truth to which the heart 
of every finner will bear a lad teftimony. 
Befides, God made the foul of man for 
himfelf, and therefore bequeathed it un- 
quietnefs, till poflTeflfed of it's maker. Vain 
then is the eniployment of thofe, who feek 
to procure the happinefs of the foul, by 

y 4 indulging 
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DISC, indulging the appetites of the body. Men 
^^"'' are daily inventing new fchemes to efFed 
it, till diverfion is grown a fcience, and 
amufement become a toil. But if we afk 
them, they will one and all tell us, it is 
not yet efFedted. Something, to a man pof- 
fefled of all that earth can give him — 
fomething is ftill wanting. O fools and 
flow of heart, to believe what the prophets 
and apoftlcs have fpoken ! The com- 
forts of religion are wanting, and thcfe 
they will not look after ; but ftill, copy- 
ing the example of their anceftor, the 
poor Gentile prodigal, they would ^* fain 
** fill their bellies with the hufks which 
** the fwine do eat 5" they are endeavour- 
ing to nourifh their immortal fpirits with 
the empty unfatisfying things of this cor* 
ruptible world, which are calculated for 
the bodily appetites only. But let all who 
have followed this prodigal in his de- 
parture from his father, come hither, and 
hearken, and he will tell them what God 
hath done for his foul, and call them to 
follow the noble example he has fet them 
in his return, and reconciliation. 

And 
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And here, let us obferve with attention disc. 
a complete defcription of the prbcefs of ^"^* 
true repentance and juftification in the 
Gentiles, and all who are finners, like 
them. The violence of the famine had 
brought the wretched prodigal to the laft 
ftage of diftrefs. He had tried in vain to 
fatisfy himfelf with ** that which v/as not 
** bread. Hungry and thirfty, his foul 
** fainted in him, and he drew near to the 
** gates of death." But now the grace of 
God, which leadeth to repentance, began 
to work upon him. It had been ready to 
do fo all along ; but as it is faid of Chrift, 
that he ** could do no mighty works in 
** fome places, becaufe of men's unbelief," 
fo his grace does not work upon men's 
minds, when they are determined not to 
fufFer it. While the prodigal's heart was 
in the flutter, and hurry, and diffipation 
of pleafure and extravagance, no mighty 
works of falvation could be wrought in it. 
But when it was humbled by affliftion, 
and broken with continual tribulation, it 
became a proper fubjed: for the operations 

of 
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DISC, of divine grace. Accordingly, the good 

^"^* Spirit of God immediately began with his 

, preventing favour, and led him ftep by 

ilep, till his repentance and reconciliation 

were completed. 

*' And when he came to himielf, he 
** faid, how many hired fervants of my 
** father have bread enough, and to fpare, 
** and I perifh with hunger ? I will arifc, 
and go to my father, and will fay unto 
him. Father, I have finned againfl hea-> 
" ven, and before thee, and am no more 
*^ worthy to be called thy foni make me 
*' as one of thy hired fervants.** 

A fenfe of fin is the beginning of re* 
pentance, and a fenfe of mifery begets a 
fenfe of fin. The Gentiles (and the cafe 
is the fame with finners of all ages) could 
not but feel the poverty and wretchednefs 
into which they had fallen. And when a 
man feels himfelf miferable, it is but na- 
tural for him to confider how he came to 
be fo. The caufe appeared plain enough 

to 
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to the Gentile, when enlightened at firft disc 
by the Scriptures of the Old Teftament ^^"" 
difperfcd in the Septuagint Verfion, and 
then by the Gofpel preached through all 
nations. Aided in his meditations by thefe 
helps, he quickly traced all his misfortunes 
up to the fountain head, which was his 
leaving the church, the houfe of the living 
God, his heavenly father. Now he began 
thoroughly to comprehend the mifery of 
his ftate, and to envy the happinefs of thofc 
who had continued in their father's houict 
and ferved him day and night in his temple. 
They were not confounded in the perilous 
time, and in the days of dearth they had 
enough, and to fpare. They feafted ever- 
more at the table of their heavenly Father, 
and found the light of his countenance to 
be life, and his favour and grace as a cloud 
of the latter rain ; while bis foul was ftarv- 
ing for lack of knowlege and truth, and 
frozen for want of charity. *^ How 
** many hired fervants of my father have 
^^^ bread enough, and to fpare, and I perifh 
** with hunger?" He was now (as it is 

finely 



348 ^be Prodigal Son. 

DISC, finely exprefled) " come to himfelf," and 
' to a remembrance of his true condition and 
intereft. From the hour he left his father's 
houfe to this moment, he had been in a 
dream, and found himfelf juft awaked out 
of what may be called a deep fleep, in the 
language of St. Paul, who thus addrefles 
a finner, " Awake, thou that flecpeft, and 
" arife." Accordingly, being now awake, 
he determined inftantly to arife^ and tread 
back the fteps by which he had departed 
from his father ; to make a frank and full 
confeffion to him of his paft fins; to ac- 
knowlege himfelf utterly unworthy of any 
favour at his hands ; and to declare his 
readinefs to fubmit to any penance, to live 
in any flate of humiliation, that his father 
fhould be pleafed to impofe ; only beg- 
ging, at any rate, to be admitted into the 
church, to ferve him again. This refolu- 
tion he had no fooner formed, but he 
made hafl:e, and prolonged not the time to 
put it in pradtice. He arofe, returned to 
his father, and faid unto him, ** Father, I 
** have finned againfi: heaven, and before 

•^ thee ; 
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** thee ; and am no more worthy to be disc, 

XI II 

*^ called thy fon ; make me as one of thy 1 

** hired fervants/' Which words, as put 
in the mouth of the prodigal Gentile, re-^ 
turning, at the preaching of the Golpel, 
to the church of God, the houfe of his . 
heavenly father, may, it is apprehended^ 
be thus paraphrafed — *' Almighty God^ 
** father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, maker 
** of all things, judge of all men ; I ac- 
** knowlege and bewail my manifold fins . 
** and wickednefs, which I from time to 
** time, from the firft hour of my de- 
*' parture, moft grievoufly have committed, 
** by thought, word, and deed, againft thy 
** divine majefly, provoking moft juftly 
** thy wrath and indignation againft me, 
** I do earneftly repent, and am heartily 
^* forry for thefe my mifdoings ; the re- 
** mcmbrance of them is grievous unto 
** me ; the burden of them is intolerable. 
** Have mercy upon me, have mercy upon 
** me, moft merciful father. For thy fon 
** my Lord Jefus Chrift's fake forgive me 
" what is paft, and grant that J may ever 

** hereafter 
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DISC. <« hereafter ferve and pleafe thee in new* 

1, *^ nefs of life, to the honour and glory of 

*' thy name, through Jefus Chrift our 
** Lord." This is the confeflion which the 
church enjoins us poor prodigal finners of 
the Gentiles to make, as often as we return 
from feeding upon bujks in the world, to 
cat the bread of life in our father's boufe. 
And a noble comment it is upon the fhort 
but full confeflion of the prodigal in the 
parable. Let us now hear what was the 
reception this returning penitent met with, 
and, confequently, what reception we fhall 
meet with, when we return like him. 

** But while he was yet a great way off, 
** his father faw him, and Imd compaflion, 
** and ran, and fell on his neck, and kifled 
** him ;" and while he was confefling his 
fmfulnefs * and unworthinefs, ^* he laid to 
** the fervants. Bring forth the bcfl robe, 
** and put it on him, and put a ring on 
*' his hand, and fhoes on his feet ; and 
** bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it, 
'* and let us eat and be merry. For this 

'< my 
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•^ my fon was dead, and is alive again; disc. 
•* was loft, and is found. And they began ^"^* 
•' to be merry." 

Here let all finners (and finners we all 
are) behold the loving kindnefs of our 
heavenly father to thofe who truly repent 
and turn to him, as it was difplayed to- 
wards the Gentiles, upon their converfion. 
The bowels of his mercy yearned over 
them in their loft eftatej and he longed 
for their return, as a father for that of his 
child gone from him. When the time of 
life was come, he faw them while they 
were yet afar off, and had compaflion on 
them, and ran forth to meet them by the 
preaching of the apoftle, and embraced 
them in the arms of his mercy, and gave 
them the fure pledge and token of reconci- 
liation and love, by the word and fpirit of 
his mouth. No fooner did he behold them 
making their humble confeffion to him, 
meekly kneeling upon their knees, but he 
ordered his minifters to bring forth from 
the wardrobe of heaven the beft robe, the 

robe 
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DISC, robe of righteoufnefs, and garment of fal- 

XIII 

1. vation ; that fine white linen, fpotlcfs and 

bright as the fun, which is the righteouf- 
nefs of faints, the wedding garment of the 
church of the redeemed. Thefe robes the 
father commanded the minifters of his 
fandtuary to bring forth, and put them on 
the new converts, by invefting them in 
baptifm with all the righteoufnefs, merits, 
and graces of the Lord Jefus Chrift ; 
giving theni, at the fame time, a lively 
impreffion of his fpirit, which is the feal 
of adoption, a pledge of the inheritance in 
heaven, an earneft of the eternal promifes, 
a token of their efpoufals to the Lamb of 
God ; fignified in the parable by ** putting 
" a ring on his hand." Beftowing on them 
fuch graces and affiftances as. might enable 
them to walk in the way of his command- 
ments, and in the practice of good works -, 
to fecure themfelves from the thorns of 
worldly cares, and the mire of earthly 
pleafures; and to tread upon ferpents and 
fcorpions, and all the power of the enemy, 
the devil and his temptations ; ^U which 

is 



Vf'be Prodigal Son. 353 

is defcribed by ** putting flioes upon his disc. 

** feet/' And* laftly, the minifters were to 1 

prepare the Chriftian iacrifice* on which 
the now accepted Gentiles wcxe to feft at 
the table of their heavenly father^ finging 
and making mdbdy to the Lrord, with an* 
gels and archangels^ and with all the com-i> 
pany of heaven. ** O fing unto the Lord 
** a new fong : fing unto the Lord^ all the 
** earth. Sing listfo the Lord : blefs hiis 
^^ name ; jQiew fortih his ialvation firom day 
^< to day. He hath irmemhered his mercy 
** and tru£h ; his rightdoufheis hath he 
^' openly ihewed in the fight of the hea^ 
** then» and all the ends .of the earth have 
** feen the falvation of our God. There- 
*' ibrenaake a joyful noife unto the Lord 
** all the earthy make a loud noife, and 
•* rejoice, and fing praife. Sing unto the 
** Lord with the harp, with the harp and 
** the voice of a pfalm. With trumpets 
and found of cornet make a joyful noife 
before the Lord the king." Such was 
the joy, at the reception of the returning 
prodigal, becaufe he who had been dead 
VOL, II. z in 
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DISC, in fin, was alive to righteoufhefs ; and he 
^'"' who had been loft to the church for ages 
and generations, was found and reftored to 
it. Well, furely, might they " begin to be 
•• merry." Who would not be merry with 
them ? Who could have any objeftion to 
their being ib ? Aks ! there is one that 
never would be merry with thei^n, and to 
this day cannot bear that tfaey fhould be 
(o^ but gnaihes his teeth^ and confumes 
away with envy. And that is pur elder 
brother the Jew^ whofe unreafbnable be^ 
haviour upon this occafion, with the fa- 
ther's juft reproof to him^ is- reprefented to 
us in the concluding part of the parable* 

** Now his elder fon was in the field ; 
*' and as he came and drew nigh to the 
*' houfe, he heard mufic and dancing. And 
«* he called one of the fervants, and afkcd 
'^ what thefe things meant ? And he faid 
** unto him, thy brother is come, and thy 
''father hath killed for him the fatted 
'' calfp becaufe he hath received him fafe 
^' and found. And he was angry, and 

'* would 
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^* would not go in ; therefore catne his fa* 
^' ther out, and intreated him« And he 
*^ anfwering, faid to his father, lo, theie 
^* many years do I iervc thee, neither tranf- 
*' greiTed I at any time thy conmiandmentt 
^^ and yet thou never gaveft mc a kid, that 
^^ I might make merry with my friends. 
^* But as foon as this thy fon was come» 
^< who hath devoured thy living with 
^< harlots, thou hail: Icilled for him the .£it- 
^^ ted calf. And he £dd unto him. Son, 
^^ thou art ever with me, and all that I 
^' h^ve is thine. It was meet tibat we 
^< fhould make merry, and be glad; fi>r 
<* this thy brother was deadi and is alive 
'^ again ; and was Ipftt and is founds'" 
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DISC. 
XIII. 



The Jews hearing the (bund of the Gof- 
pel, and the voice of joy and rejoicing in 
the church, were continually <' calling to 
** the fbrvants'^ of God, the apoftles and 
firft preachers of the word, and ** aiking 
^* what thefe things meant ?'' and were air- 
ways anfwered, as in the parable, ^t 
^* their brother was come i" that God had 

z Z granted 
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p I s c. granted to the Gratiles repentance unto 
""• life, that /% were how come into Ae 
jdburch ; and the one great facrifice was ef- 
ficred for them^ and for all men. And are 
not the words of the parable fblfiUed^ to 
• Ais . day ? ^* They are angrjr^ and will 
.hot come in/' No, not though their 
. &theri God Almigh^, , time after time 
came out, and intfeated them by the Toiee 
of hi^ Son> by the pitacking of his apof- 
ties, by the allbirenients of hi^ nnercies, 
and by the terror of his judgments. AM» 
all would not do. Their £sither they re- 
belled againft. his ion they cnidfied, his 
apoiUes they perfecuted^ his mercies they 
forgot, and his judgments they defied. 
Seventeen hundred years are paft; ftill, 
fliU ** they are angry, iand will hot come 
** in !'* Their plea is, as reprcfented in the 
parable, that they fcrved God many years ; 
that they never tran%reffed at any tinre his 
commandment ; that God had not &ewed 
them fufficient marks of his favour; but 
treated this worthlefs prodigal Gentile bet- 
tec than he had treated them. A plea, 

every 
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every article of which is fblL of pride, Pi%o. 
falfehood^ and envy. Pride is at the bot« 
tonx of all. They loved to juftify thein^ 
felves by the works of the ]aw> as St. 
Paul fays of them ; ^^ going about to efta- 
** blifh their own righteouiheis^ by the 
•* works of the law, they did not fubmit 
*^ themfelves to the righteouihefs of God, 
** whigh is by faith in Jefus Chrift." Ac- 
cordingly, their plea runs altogether m thev 
boafting ftrain. Firft, *^ They had ferved 
*^ God many years." Not to mention bow 
they had ferved him» it was God that ena-* 
bled them both to will, and to do; fo 
that there was no room for boafting. Se- 
condly, ** They had never at any time 
*^ tranfgrefTed his commandment;'" in other 
words, they thanked God they were not as 
other men were, adulterers, fornicators, 
extortioners, unjuft, or even as this .pro- 
digal Gentile. Now, fuppoiing all this to 
be true, they were ftill unprofitable fervants; 
they had done only that which it was their 
duty to do. But St. Stephen convinced 
them that they were infamous tranfgreiTors, 

z 3 liaving 
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DISC, having indeed received the law, but not 
• kept it ; fo that what they reckoned mat- 
ter of glorying, was in reality the fentence 
of their condemnation. In this part of 
their plea, therefore, there is a mixture of 
pride and falfehood. Thirdly, *^ God had 
^* not (hewed them fufficient marks of his 
'* favour." This was fklfe, for he was 
continually fhowering his benefits upon 
them; and for many, many years, their 
fleece had the dew, when all the reft of the 
ground was dry. Fourthly, *' He treated 
'* the Gentiles better than he had treated 
*• them." This was falfe again, as well 
as envious ; for if they would have come 
in, they might have partaken with the 
Gentiles in the fcaft and the joy, and been 
for ever with them in the church ; nor 
would the acceffion of the nations have di- 
miniihed aught from them, but rather it 
would have added an infinite increafe of 
joy and pleafure to them, had the love of 
God and of their brother been in their 
hearts j as the light of the fun is not 
Jeifcncd, but incrcafed, by being reflefted 

at 
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Bl once from all the innumerable waves of disc. 

the wide ocean. Indeed^ the father in the L 

parable, ever tender, and loving, and wil- 
ling to try every way to bring them in, 
does not objedt their tranrgreflions to them, 
but anfwers upon their ftate of the cafe ; 
that even fuppoiing they had ferved and 
obeyed him, as they faid they had, they 
could nev?r complain of wanting marks of 
his favour, feeing they had ** fever been in 
** his houfe," the churth, with him, as 
his children, and ^^ all that he had was 
^' their's ; for to them pertained the adop^ 
** tion, and the glory, and tlie covenants, 
** and the giving of the law, and the fer- 
<< vice of God, and the promifes ;._ their 's 
^* were the fathers ; and of them, as con** 
*' cerning the fle(h> Chrift came/' Why 
therefore fhould they be angry, becaufe 
the poor Gentiles were fufFered to partake 
of thefe good things, when they had qua* 
iified themfelves for it by repentance and 
faith? And what fort of materials muft 
their hearts be made of> when they could 
not acquiefce in that tender, merciful, and 

z 4 loving 
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DISC, loving declaration of their heavenly Father 
*"'• — ** It was meet that we ihould make 
** merry, and be glad ; for this thy bro- 
^* ther was dead, and is alive again ; was 
<* loft, and is found/* 

Beholding therefore the £id confequ^ices 
of departing from our Father's houfe, let 
us take up the refolution of the Holy Pial- 
mift; '' I will dwell in the hodfo of the 
** Lord for ever." Let us think that we 
hear our bleiled Mafter, aftoniihed, as it 
wercp to fee himfelf forfaken by fo many 
of his difciples, faying unto us, as once he 
did to the twelve, *' Will ye alfo go away?** 
And let us anfwer with one accord, as they 
did by the mouth of St. Peter, ** Lord, to 
" whom (hall we go ? Thou haft the 
•^ words of eternal life." But what was it 
that feduced the prodigal Gentile to leave 
fo gracious a Father, and to quit the houfe 
where his glory dwelt ? What but an im- 
patience of reftraint, a fond defire of in- 
dependency, and of being wif6 above what 
is written. Warned therefore by bis fete, 

let 
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let us love the difcipline that withholds us P i s c. 

from fin ; let us glory (if we muft glory) 1 

in that dependency on our Maker^ and 
thofe whom his providence has fet over us, 
by which alone, after all, the church and 
the world are fupported and preferved ; and 
let us at lail: learn to believe in God, and 
reft aflured, upon his word, that the wif* 
dom of this v^orld is as unfatisfadory as 
it's riches, honours, and pleafures ; and 
that amidft the greateft abundance of thera 
all, " a mighty famine will arife" in the 
foul, for want of more fubftantial food, 
which, if it be not remedied in this life, 
by "feeking meat from God," will con- 
tinue to torment, in thofe regions of forrow, 
where hunger and defpair are co-eternal. 

Let the finner, whom the chaftifing hand 
of God has brought to himfelf ; whofe eyes 
have been opened by affliftion, to behold 
his real ftate and condition; who has felt 
the truth virhich he refufed to believe, that 
the world is vanity, and fin folly 5 let fuch 
an one liften to the admonitions of con- 

fcience. 
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DISC. {ciexiQtf and cheri/h the firft dawilings of 

^ ^ divine grace in his heart ; that fo the Sun 

of Righteoufnefsy there arifing» may difperfe 
every cloud, and caufe every fhadow to fiy 
away j till having by flow and impercepti- 
ble degrees afcended the heights of the iky> 
he ftands fixed in his meridian, diffufing 
on all beneath him the perfect day* For 
however darknefs may at prefent cover the 
tranfgreflbr, and grofs darknefs overwhelm 
ids foul, as once it did the Gentile world, 
yet let him know, to his great and endlefs 
comfort, that, upon his fincere repentance, 
the Lord fhall arife likewife upon him, 
and his glory (hall be feen upon him. Let 
him only follow the example of the re- 
turning prodigal, and he fhall not £iil of 
bis reward, even reconciliation, and peace, 
and love, and joy, and rejoicing, in the 
houfe of his heavenly Father* 

Laflly, let us of the nations, whom un* 
deferved mercy has numbered amongfl the 
children of^ God, let us beware that we 
copy not after the pattern of the Jew, or 

envy" 
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envy him the glory of his future cbnvcr- disc, 

XI II 

iion and reftoration. Rather let us endca- [_ 

vour to the utmofl to forward fo happy an 
event. And fince of all human means, 
that of ihewing him the diipenfations of 
Jefus, whom his wicked hands crucified, 
in his own Scriptures of the Old Tefta- 
ment, is the moft likely to contribute to* 
wards the blefled work, let this be an ad- 
ditional motive to us to ihidy day and night 
the true import of thofe lively oracles. But 
iince fuch a converfion as this muft be niofl 
eminently the work of the Almighty, let 
not our moft fervent prayers be ever want-* 
ing to him, that he would now at length 
look down from heaven upon his antient 
people; that he would take from them all 
ignorance, hardnefs of heart, and contempt 
of his word, and fo fetch them home to 
his flock, that they may be faved among 
the remnant of the true Ifraelites. May 
it be our happy lot, by our prayers and la- 
bours, to haflen the coming of that glo- 
rious day (though our eyes may not behold 
it) when the elder brother ihall feel the 

juft 
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pisc. juft reproof of his Father piercing his in- 
^'^'* moft foul, and be prevailed upon to ky 
aiide his pride> envy» and obfHnacy ; when 
the fuhiefs of the Gentiles {hall meet with 
the converiion of the Jew$, and the two 
brothers^ reconciled to their Father^ and to 
each other> by the blood of Jefus^ (hall, 
with united hearts and voices^ praife the 
Lord for his goodneis, having each in his 
turn experienced^ that his mercy endurcth 
for ever* 



DISCOURSE XIV. 



Knowlege and charity. 



i.CO&JHTHIANS vni. i. 

Knowlege ^puffeth up^ hut Charity ed^b. 

IN a place dedicated to the advancement disc. 
of Science, and before an audience of ^^^" 
perfons fet apart for that purpose, it might 
feem an undertaking no lefs jimprc^r than 
invidious, to point out it's ill effedts, had 
not the great Doctor of the Gentiles au- 
thorized fuch a proceeding, and the pre- 
fent pious and judicious inftitution *de- 

* A 6enefa£lion left by Mr. Masters, for two Sermons 
to be preached on certain texts by him fele&ed, tending to 
inculcate the duty of Chri^n Humility, as oppofed to the 
pride of fcience, and to point out the true nature and end 
of the minijierial office. 

manded 
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^ I s c manded it at our hands. No perfon ever 
^^' entertained an higher idea of true wifdom 



than St. Paul, who has empbytd the mbft 
exalted ftrains of divine oratory, to fet 
forth the excellency of knowlcgc and un- 
derftanding. But yet the holy Apoftle law, 
that learning makes not the man of God 
perfedl ; that fomething may ftill be want- 
ing in him, who is at the top of intel- 
leftual attainments i and that the complete 
fchofar may i^l fhort, at laftt of the king- 
dom of heaven. He &w, that ipiritual, like 
bodily wealth, unlefs ufed for the benefit of 
others, would prove no bleffing to it's 
owner, ferving only to haftcn his fall, and 
increafe his condemnation. And therefore, 
that the wife man might not glory in his 
wifdom, but fink into himfelf by humi- 
lity, as he rifes above others in under- 
landing, remembering always the account 
he muft make, proportionable to the ta- 
lents delivered, the Apoille determines, 
that not only human learning, but the 
knowlege of all prophecies and m}^erks» 
that is, pf all the difpenfations of God, 

and 
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and every truth in the Scriptures, and that disc* 

knowlege formed into an orthodox faith, 1^ 

animated by a lively hope, will profit a 
man nothing, if Charity, or divine Love, 
be not fuperadded, which, like the vital 
heat in the human frame, may difperfe and 
actuate all to the edification of the body« 

This is the great argument of his epifUc 
to the Corinthians ; a people, in whom 
their reputation for polite literature, and a 
diftinguiihed tafte, had produced not a lit« 
tie conceit of themfelves and their endow- 
ments. This temper and difpofition they 
' mod unhappily brought with them into 
the church, where, not being mortified, 
as it ought to have been, by the Spirit of 
the meek and humble Jefus, it began to 
difplay itfelf in religk)U8, as it had before 
done in fecular learning. The object was 
changed, but the pafiSions were the fame} 
and Chrift himielf was made the occafion 
of pride, envy, and contention, among 
thofe, who all alike profefTed themfelves 
to be his difciples. The new converts were 

foon 



^68 Knowlege and Cbarity. 

DISC foon divided into little parties* straggling 
^'^- for the pre-eminence of their refpe&ive 
leaders* like fo many fe&s ^ {diik^phers, 
lather than zealous for the glory of their 
Lord, as members of his one univer&l 
churph. St. Paul does not accuie them of 
ignorance. On the contrary* he bears than 
witnefs, that they were "enriched with 
*^ all knowlege* and came behind in no 
^< gift ;" but complains* notwithAanding* 
that ;they were ftill carnal i they did not 

* 

<^ all ^)eak the iame thing*'' as brethren of 
one fan^ly* and ^low members of the 
iame body fhould do* but fc^tm^ them-^ 
iclves into Separate fatftions and fchifins; 
infbmuch* that he feared* left* in contend- 
ing for Knowlege* Charity fhould have 
been pulled in pieces of them* while all 
fought to excel for the fiike of excelling* 
and not to the edifying of the church ; all 
regarded their own glory* not the advan- 
tage of their brethren* whom they cared 
not how much they offended* fo they had 
but an opportunity of manifefting their 
own fuperiority. 

A re- 
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A remarkable inftance of this prefented p i s a 
itfelf in the cafe of meat offered to an idol, ^^^V 
concerning which the Apoftle tells them, 

they had knowlege 5" they knew ** that 

an idol was nothing/* and that therefore 
they might as well eat meat fo offered, as 
any other, provided it was not brought to 
them as fuch, and made a teft of their 
faith. But then he obferves, there was not 
in every man that degree of knowlege. 
There were fome who, through infirmity 
and over fcrupuloufnefs, could not Co eat 
without confidering then^felves as partakers 
of an idol-facrifice» The danger therefore 
was, left fuch, emboldened by the example 
of a brother better eftablifhed in faith,^ 
Ihould be led to fin againfl: their own con- 
fciences, and fo through the other's greater 
knowlege a weak brother fhould perifh, 
for whom Chrift died, no lefs than for him 
that was ftrongcr. Knowlege, thus ufed 
to the deftrudion of others, could never 
further the falvation of it's pofiTeflTor. And 
therefore St. Paul declares, that if the cafe . 
were to be pu£hed even to the utmoft,. 

VOL. II. A a Charity 
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p 1 sc. Charity ihould make him wave all the ^ri- 
^^^' vilcges of his kwwl^ge, for the edifica- 
tion of his brother* " WherefcMre if nwat 
♦« make my brother to offend, I will cat 
«* no flcfli while the world ftandeth, left I 
^* make my brother to o^nd/' 

Upon this occafion it is, that he advaoces 
the general a£ertion in the text, which re- 
fclvcs itfcif into theie two propofitipus-^ 

I. That Knowlege without Charity 
endeth in pride, and con&quently 
in the deftrudtion of him that hath 
it : •* Knowlege puffeth xkfJ* 

II. That Charity direfteth it to it's 
proper end, the edification of the 
church : « Charity cdifieth*," 

I. Knowlege widiout Charity endeth in 
pride i it puffeth up^ &itk the Apoftie, it 
produceth aa inflation in the mind, whkb, 
like a tumour in the body, carries the ap- 
pearance of fohdity, but has in reality no-* 

thing 
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thing within, and only indicates a dirtem- t>iic. 
pared habit; And indeed Ktiowlege, as 
well as faith, if it be alotie, is vaiti ; it h 
dead. For all knowlege is given as a means 
to foHie eind. The tofeans, abftritted from 
their ehd^ t&& to be meatiSi and atifwbt 
ho purpbfe whatfotver. The end dE KnoW- 
legfe is iaioti; *^ If ye knbw thefc thirigs^ 
^« happy ate yfe if ye do them \'* Evety 
article of the treed iftvolves in it ft co^- 
refpbiidfedt duty, and it is pradlice alorift 
that gived life t5 f£ith; and realizes KnoN^f^-^ 
lege. What is trtte 6f htiman wifdoMi 
with regard to things temporal, is as ttat 
of divine; with relation to thirigs fpirltud i 
** Thrbugh ^ifdbm is an houfe builded» 
** arid by uhderftanding it is eftabliihed^ 
^^ and by knowlege fliall the chambers bfc 
** filled 'vv^ith all precious and pleafant 
*' riches. A wife nian is ftrong, yea a man 
^^ of knowlege Jhcreafeth ftrength ; and by 
^* a man of undfcrftanding and knowlege 
** the ftate of a fend fhall be prolonged/* 
•* The fcience that terminates where it be- 

^ Johnziii. 17,. 
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DISC* «^ gins, in the intdka, what availeth it ?'* 
. Or what profit is there in the learning, 

which promoteth not, in any meafure, the 
intercft either of the church or the ilate, of 
which it's proprietor is a meniber ? ** The 
*^ manifcftatipn of the Spirit (as that Spirit 
** hinifelf teftifies) is given to every man 
" to PROFIT withal *•" Otherwife it is 
of no effect, and the man becomes^ as St. 
Jude finely defcribes fuch a charafter, like 
^* a cloud without water,'* raifed aloft, as 
it ihould feem by it's appearance, for the 
benefit of thofe beneath it; but how 
wretchedly are they difappointed ! It fails 
along before the wind, proudly fwelling 
in the fufBciency of it's own emptinefs, in- 
flcad of dropping fatnefs and plenty on the 
lands, over which it pafies. " Knowlege 
** pufFeth up." And that this will always 
be the effedt of it, where Charity is want- 
ing, we may fairly conclude from hence, 
that it always has been foj as fliall be 
evinced by an induftion of particulars. 



I Con xii, 7. 
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But before we conlider the inflances cf disc. 

this truth, which have happened upon 1_ 

earth, we muft afcend into heaven ; and, if 
the luftre of the objed: be not too ftrong 
ibr our organs, there view the glories that 
once encircled Lucifer, the fon of the 
morning, the bright leader of the armies 
above, iirfl:, as in command, fo in the 
greatnefs of his Knowlege. What the pro- 
phet Ezekiel fays of the prince of Tyre, 
Icems primarily applicable to him. ** He 
" fealed up the fum, full of wifdom, and 
*^ perfed: in beauty. He was perfedt in 
** his ways from the day that he was crea- 
^^ ted, till iniquity was found in him**.'* 
Confined not, like man, within the bounds 
of a material creation, or limited to ideas 
framed by analogy, from fenfe, he beheld, 
without a glafs, the wonders of the king- 
dom of heaven, and faw, face to face, the 
eternal power and Godhead of him who 
made him. He faw, he knew^ but he 
loved not. '* His heart was lifted up be- 
*' caufe of his beauty, and he corrupted 

* Ezek. zxviii. i a. 
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DISC. «f his wifdom by r^on of his brightniefs/* 
^^^* Conceit of his own excellency madp him 
difdain the thought of inan> in the perfon 
of the Meffiah^ being exalted over hioi^ 
and he became^ from the beginnin^^ an 
oppofer of the gracious counfel of infinite 
liove to redeem the human race. The pro- 
mulgation of this counfel before the y^odd, 
k afligned by ibme divines^ as the . time of 
the angels' &11 ; that being moft probably 
the ground of the war begun in heaven 
againft the head^ and iince carried on upon 
earth againft the members*. But however 
this be> certain it is» that through pride 
he fell. A proof to the learned of all ages^ 
that Knowlege, without Charity, will, turn 
a good angel into an evil one ; an admoni- 
tion to them, not to exped that that alone 
fhould put man in polTeffion of heaven, 
which, becaufe It was alone, caft Lucife^ 
himfelf out of it. 

Yet this has all along been the fatal mif- 

• See Mr. Lbsly's Hifiory of Sin and Htrefy, in tic firft 
Yolumc of his Theological f^itrh. 

take^ 
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take, and the Trefc of Knowlege flill proved disc* 
the occafion of a fall. Next to the ma- \ 
jefty of Lucifer at the head of the angelic 
legions, was the glory of Adoxn, the LjotA 
of thia lower world, in Paradife For tned 
in the image of his Maker, to h^Ve domi^- 
nion over the creation, he was replenished, 
for that purpofe, with the ti^afores of wis- 
dom from above ; a^ the magm^ficence of 
his palace, great aS' it Was, bore no propof r 
tion to the riches^ d Kis^ at^^A^^Stig. 
^^ He was in Edeni thtt gardeu^ of Oog^ 
every precious fJoae was his^ coveringf, 
the fardiiu^ topazr, ^UfSd the diamoj^d ;^ the 
^* bcryli, thdonyx, and the jafper; the fep- 
** phire, the Mierald, and ther carbitocld, 
** and goW ^" He had a pe^fedt- fcnov^lfe^ 
of the r^tatty ufer properties, arid oper^ 

tions of the iireat^^es, exprei^ in the 
immesi impofed by him. Nor ftaid his wi^ 
dom here,r but in the thil!^ thsA vv^tt 
made he beheld refledled, i% m- a faithiNi 
mirror, the invisible things df God^ who 
had taught him ib to do. Witlv hinl^ he 

^ E^ek. xxviii. 13. 
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DISC, converfcd frequcndy, as a man with his 
^'^* friend, in the holy fanSuary of Eden; 
that happy feat of inftruiSion, contempla- 
tion, and devotion, framed, after the ex- 
ample of heavenly things, like the taber- 
nacle, the temple, and the church, which 
have iince the fall fupplied, and aqp to fup- 
ply, it's place in the world, till all ihall 
be fully reftored at the refurredtion of the 
juft. There lived our firfl: parent a life 
which we are now little able to conceive ; 
a life not much fhort of angelical perfec-- 
tion, antedating by holinefs, in the earthly 
•copy, the felicity refcrved for him in the 
heavenly original But man, though placed 
by God in the ftate of honour, did not 
continue in it* Knowlege was the temp- 
tation ; and even in Paradife it proved but 
too fuccefsful. It wrought deftrudtion, we 
find, by pride. " The ferpent,*' fays Eve, 
•* beguiled me ;" or, as it is in the ori- 
ginal, elated^ p^ffd me up '. He perfuaded 
her, it was not as God had faid ; fhe muft 
know better. Revelation was an impofi- 

tion 
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tion upon the rights and liberties of the d i s c. 

human underftanding, and the command ]_, 

evidently contrary to the nature and reafon 
of things ; for ** fhe faw the tree was plea- 
** fant to the eyes and good for food, and 
** a tree to be defired to make one wife." 
Wifdom was to be acquired by a proper 
exertion of her faculties, and knowlege to 
be attained, without being obliged for it 
to the Revelation of God. Thus was fhe 
deluded into fcepticifm under the notion of 
a Free Enquiry ^ and induced to renounce 
God and heaven, as her feducer had done 
before her, upon the principles of the Jirji 
philofophyi hereby furnifhing us with an- 
other fad proof, that Knowlege, without 
Charity, endeth in pride, and the deflruc- 
tion of the perfon who is poflefled of it. 

Were we to confider the feveral apofla- 
fies of mankind, after their refloration by 
the promife of a Redeemer, and the efla- 
blifhment of the church upon that pro^ 
mife, it might perhaps appear, that all the 
fruits of error and vice have fprung from 

the 
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DISC the &me root of bitternefs« Bat as S& 
"^* Paul^ concluding all under fin, hsi& dirided 
the world into Jew and Gentik, h may 
fufficG to take a curibry view of each* 

To begin with the Gentiks, of wlK)fe 
fall the Apoftle gives this accounts ^* When 
'^ they knew God, they glorified him not 
f ' as Godt neither were thankful, but be« 
«< came vain in their imaginatioiis, and 
^ their foolifh heart was darkened, Pn> 
fefiing them^lves to be wife, they be* 
came fools ^•'^ Lack of knowtege, there<> 
forei was iK)t their ori^al faulty ^^ they 
** knew God;" for that knowfege was uni- 
verfal in the femily of Noah ; and though 
depraved, it could not be quite extingui^^ 
ed for mwy generations^r But Know- 
lege in the underftanding, for want of Cha- 
rity in the heart, did not operate to a holy 
obedience : — ^* When they knew God; 
•• they glorified him not as God, neithet 
** were thankful." The truth, held, or 
detained in unrighteoufnefs, and impcifon* 

^ Rom. i. 21. 
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ed in an unholy confcience, pafTed not ffcpi. ntsc. 
their minds into tl^^ir aiStipn^s^ th^t GpcJ ^^"^V 
might be glorified th^erebys and ^me r^<p 
turn made to hina (for fuch he is pieced 
to efteepi it) by thp gratitude of his crea- 
tures. Inflead of this, they were filled 
with fantaftic dreams of their own perfect 
tion, which put them upo^ difputing with 
each other for pl^^ apil precedeqice in 
Knowlege. " They became vain in their 
^^ imaginatipns,^ tv ro/^ JlfoXf^/cr/^ctf^,. their al- 
*f tercating re^fppings/* Thpy wranglod 
uppn every ipbjed:, till ^t length) t^e n^oft 
knowing among tfe^i^ gave up aU fo? 
loft. Their lie^nip^ qpp^ill^d iq being ablo 
to recount th^ v^rlpq^ errprs of preceding 
philpfpphers, aj)d ^ that, wifdpn) Qoiil4 
do, was. to deny t})P exigence of truths 
Thus it was, that *^ their fbplifh hear;:; w^ 
*' darkened." The light which th^y h^ 
abufed ihoq? no mpre; the Sun pf RevjEh* 
latioQ fet> by their departure frpip it ; thil 
knpwkge tranfmitt^by tr^ditipn gn^uaUji^ 
died away like th^ twilight, and a, Ipog 
l^i^t; pf darkn^fs apdi bljndnefs. ofr heaft 

fucceeded. 
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DISC, fuccccdcd. The world by wifdom, and 

1^ the efforts of it's own reafon, knew God 

no more. Wifdom indeed was what the 
philofophers ftill continued to profefs ; but 
** profefling to be wife, they became 
^* FOOLS ;*' and all may profit by their 
experience, which confirms the truth of 
the apoftolical afiertion in the text, that 
•^ Knowlege puffcth up." 

Let us now turn our eyes towards the 
Jew. Behold him, the fon of Abraham, 
and heir of the promifes, invefted with 
the privileges of God's chofen, ** having 
** the form of knowlege, and of the truth 
** in the law," which he not only ftudies, 
but carries about, as-a perpetual monitor, 
upon the borders of his garments, zealous 
for it, even to madnefs. Yet behold him 
become an outcaft of heaven and earth, his 
law abrogated, his city burnt to aflies, 
himfelf a fugitive and a vagabond, with- 
out king, prieft, prophet, temple, or ha- 
bitation, a by-word and an biffing among 
all the nations of the earth. Who is not 

curious 



Know lege and Charity. 381 

curious to enquire into the caufe of fuch i>isc, 

XIV 

aftonifhing mifery, fuch unprecedented ca- ' 

lamities ? The caufe is this : Knpwlege 
puffed him up ; his privileges became an 
occafion of boafting himfelf againft his 
brethren, and envy eat out his Charity* 
*^ Going about to eftabliih his own righte- 
** oufnefs," upon the ftrength of his own 
wifdom, he rejed:ed the Lord his righte- 
oufnefs, and nailed him, who is the fource 
of wifdom, to the crofs, perfecuting to the 
death all who offered to preach that righte- 
oufnefs, and teach that wifdom, to a iinful 
and ignorant worlds 

When the diftindion of Jew and Gen-^ 
tile ceafed, and one church (for that reafon 
called Catholic) comprehended within it's 
pale the believers of both denominations, 
knowlege puffed men up into heretics and 
fchifmatics. Pride made them rather choofc 
to fee themfelves exalted at the head of a 
faction, than the church edified by their 
labours jb an inferior ftation. This was the 
cafe in the church of Corinth^ and has been 

the 
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VI it. tfi6 caiifb of tvhr^ hefeiy and fehifiii fiiic^. 

*'^' NoT^leei, and fjgffons Mirhsfe Ittadi dt« filled 

Ivith feligidti^ hotio6s> while th^ heatts 
ttnd Sfibaiofid ist il3t jtt fubduiid l>y Cha> 
tity, are apt 16 fitnd^ tKtittifeivis foniied 
fbr fbiAefhing ^eaf and ejttraordihaty. 
They think it vtM^ bf geherai lamenta- 
tion, tiiat talents like flieifs fhdsid b6 
btotied iti oWctirky. . Aftd therfefcr^i fiiice 
they cannot pt^fide iti the chureh^ thej ai^ 
detefttiined to pi^fidcf 02^ 6f it^ 

llide Inftaftces, it is prt£m6iiAi are fuA 
ficient to evince, that " fetowlcfgfe ptifi^h 
** up;" Knowlege, I mean, without Chari- 
ty ; for had that acconfipanfcd it; aH thefe 
things had nevei- hapfpcned. Charity had kept 
Lucifer fhintng in his ftsttioni^ and rejoicing 
in the falvatiori of the human race. Cha- 
rity had prevertte*d the ttahfgreffion and fill 
of iftati. €li4ri1y had ehipfoyed ffie kihow- 
fcgfe of the Gent3e in g;lorif5^ing God who 
gave itr and that of the Jew in promoting 
the kingdom of thfe Jll!effiah, and the con* 
verlion of his brethren j and Charity, among 

the 
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the members of Chiift's body, had pre- disc« 
fcrved it in peace and unity. But to fliew *^^* 
more at large that it is Charity which 
direfteth Knowlege to it's right end, the 
edification of the church, was the 

ir Thing propofed. And this will be 
befl done, by ietting before you fbme io^ 
ftances, the reverfe of the foregoing. 

If therefore we afcend a fecond time 
into heaven, we ihall find that the princi- 
ple which oppofed and triumphed over the 
Knowlege of Lucifer, inflated by pride^ 
was the wifdom of Grod adtoated by Love« 
Praife and glory are due fi-om man to all 
the divine attributes, for all were concerned 
in e£Fe£ting his redemption. Wifdom con^^ 
trived, and power executed > but Love fet 
aU to work,. Love perfected and crowned 
the whoib. ^< The Lord is a God of 
«* Knowlege;'* but it was Love which 
communicated that knowl^ to mankind; 
which made the eternal Wifdom to ** n> 
^^ joice in the habitable part of the earthy 

«^and 
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DISC. « and delight to be with the Ions of men. 

, He is a Grod of power; but that could 

only terrify us, tiU Love employed it 
againft our enendies. For which reaibn, 
when the Pfalmifl: fingeth, " Great is ouf 
** Lord, and great is his power, yea and 
** his wifdom is infinite ;" he crowncth 
all by adding ; ** The Lord is loving unto 
•^ every man, and his mercy is over all his 
^* works." Pride would have ufed Know- 
lege to the aggrandizing itfclf at the cx- 
pence of others; but Love turned it to 
the advancement of others, by humiliation 
of itfelf. . The accufer of man was caft 
down, and man, in the perfon of the Mef- 
fiah, exalted to an union with God. The 
Knowlege, which terminated in itfelf, funk 
into the loweft hell; while that, which 
fought the good of others, took it's feat at 
the right hand of the mofl: High. The^ 
Knowlege of Satan puiFed him up, to the 
deftrudtion of himfelf and his adherents;' 
the Love of God built up the church of 
the redeemed, unto falvation and glory 
everlafting. 
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To reverfe the fad efFe<5ts of a vain thirfl disc* 

XIV. 



after knowlege in our jfirft parent, divine 
Love became incarnate, and appeared ujpon 
earth in a bodily fhape, in the form and 
fafhion of a man. *^ That vsrhich was 
** from the beginning the difciples heard, 
** they faw with their eyes, and their hands 
** handled the Word of life." Al! that 
he did, and all that he fufFered, he did 
and fufFered, becaufe he loved us, for the 
good of his church. Not for his own ad- 
vantage, but for us men, and for our ial- 
vation, he came down from heaven; and 
becaufe he had taken upon him to deliver 
man, therefore he did not abhor the vir- 
gin's womb. For the uncircumcifion of, 
our hearts he underwent circumcifion; 
and to wafh away our pollutions, he was 
baptized. Becaufe man, by the temp- 
tation of Knowlege, ^as feduced to infi- 
delity ai^d difobedience, he encountered 
and overcame the tempter by the word of 
God, and by Love keeping the command- 
ments. Jehovah by his prophet Ifaiah had 
foretold of him, ** By his knowlege fhall 
VOL. II. B b "my 
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DISC. <* my righteous fervant juftify many." The 
^'^* end of his Knowlege was to be the juftifi- 
cation of his chofen. And the promife 
was fulfilled. For having ** increafed in 
* *• wifdom, he went about doing good.'* 
His learning produced not a morofe felf- 
complacency, but a lovely affability, and a 
defire to teach others the glad tidings of 
joy. The treafures of wifdom and know- 
lege were not fuffered to ruft and canker, 
locked up from the public by a fuperci- 
lious refervednefs, but out of them he con- 
tinually difperfed abroad, and gave to the 
poor in fpirit. Of thofe who came to him 
he rejedted none, and went to thofe who 
came not. The fun at it's rifing found the 
good (hepherd engaged in the care of his 
flock, and after it was fet he did not forget 
them ; but fpent his nights in praying for 
thofe whom his days were employed in 
teaching. If his wifdom inftrudted the ig- 
nprant, and counfelled the doubtful, his 
power afforded relief to the broken in 
heart, and difeafed in body, forgiving all 
their fins, and healing all their infirmities. 

His 
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His unwearied diligence in afting can only disc. 

be equalled by his invincible patience in 1. 

fufFering. Behold , him defpifed and re- • 
je<3:ed of men, a man of forrows, and ac- 
quainted with grief. Behold him without 
guile, condemned for an impoftor; with- 
out fin, fuftaining the punifhment due to 
all the fin that ever was committed. He 
was wounded, but it was for our tranfgref- 
fions ; he was bruifed, but our iniquities 
bruifed him. He carried out forrows, be- 
caufe he bore our fins, in his own body on 
the tree. There Love regained what pride 
had loft, and the wound made in our na- 
ture by the fruit of the Tree of Knowlege, 
was healed by the leaves of the Tree of 
Life. The gates of Paradife were again 
unbarred, and the kingdom of heaven open- 
ed to all believers. 

To combat the vain wifdom of the 
Greek, and the felf-juftifying arrogance of 
the Jew, the Apoftles were fent forth. 
** The Lord gave the Word, great was the 
** company of thofe who publifhed it/' 

B b 2 The 
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DISC. The Philiftinc held not David in greater 
* contempt, than was poured upon them by 
the Scribe and the di(puter of this world. 
Bat they went to the attack, as David did, 
** in the name of the Lord of hofts ;'* and 
therefore the fpear and the fhield were of 
no account againfl them. God was with 
them,' no lefs than with Ifrael before Jeri- 
cho. Again the trumpet founded, the 
w^alls again fell flat. The ftrong holds of 
falfe knowlege could not fland before the 
Gofpel, and human imagination v^s ibon 
captivated to the obedience of Chrift. 
Blafled by the lightning of infpired elo- 
quence, the arm of falfe philofophy wi- 
thered, and loft all it's hold on the minds 
of men. Then kings with their armies 
did flee, and were difcomfited. They were 
aflembled againft the church, as clouds, in 
black and dark array, portending her utter 
deftruftion : but at God's rebuke they fled j 
at the voice of his word, more powerful 
than the thunder in the heavens, they 
paffed by together. They faw the effeifts 
of it, and fo they marvelled; they were 

troubled. 
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troubled, and hafted away. They afted disc. 
the parts affigned them for a time, and ^^^* 
then difappeared from the ftage for ever. 
The Roman empire wondered to fee itfelf 
Chriftian; to fee the crofs exalted in tri- 
umph over the globe, and the kingdoms 
of this world become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and his Chrift. But what was it that 
gained this vidtory.over the pride qf earth 
and hell ? What, but the fame all-fuifering, 
and therefore all-fubduing Charity, which 
taught the difciples of a crucified Jefus, 
after his example, to endure all things for 
the falvation of their brethren ? Infpired 
with that love, they counted all things, 
which the world could give them, but lofs, 
that they nyght win fouls to Chrift. They 
renounced all riches, but the riches of 
grace 5 they fought no pleafure, but that of 
doing their duty; and thought it honour 
fufficient to ferve God. Labour, with 
perfecution, they chofe for their portion 
on earth; and looked for their advance- 
ment, with their Mafter, in the kingdom 
of heaven. The lamp, kindled in their 

hearts 
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i> I s c. hearts by the celeftial fire of charity, never 
^'^' went out; the many waters of affliftion 
could not quench it, neither could the 
floods of perfecution drown it : and when 
the fury of the oppreflbr broke the earthen 
veflel that contained it, then was their vic- 
tory, like that of Gideon, complete. 

If, in the laft place, we view the unity 
of the primitive church, as oppofed to the 
fad divifions and diftradtions fince produced 
by hereiy and fchifm, it will appear, that 
Charity built up that folid and durable 
edifice, fo different from the airy fantaflic 
flruftures of men puffed up in their flefhly 
minds. As, at the formation of the church, 
the Spirit defcended upon the difciples, 
when ** they were all with one accord in 
** one place," fo, in like manner, after 
more were added to them, it is remarked, 
for our inflruftion, that ** the multitude of 
** the believers were of one heart and one 
*' mind." The Spirit of unity knit all the 
members together, infomuch, that if one 
member fufiered, the refl fympathized with 

it. 
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it, and the honour of one was the glory disc. 
of all. Each had it's diftinca office in a ^^^' 
due fubordination, but all confpired to pre- 
ferve and fupport the body, to which all 
were neceflary. And thus they " grew up 
*^ into him in all things who is the head, 
** even Chrift, from whom the whole body 
** fitly joined together, and compared by 
*' that which every joint fupplieth, accord- 
*' ing to the effectual working in the mea- 
fure of every part, made increafe of the 
body to the edifying itfelf in Love." 






Wherefore, feeing we are compafled 
about with fo great a cloud of witnefles to 
the truth of both the propofitions contain- 
ed in the text, all the inhabitants of hea- 
ven, and the generations of men, and the 
fpirits in the infernal prifon, being en- 
gaged on the fide of one or other of them, 
what remains, but that we endeavour to 
efcape the punifhment, by avoiding the 
crime, of thofe who bear a mournful tefti- 
mony to the truth of the former j and that 
we afpire after the reward, by copying the 

exam, pie. 
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DISC, example, of thofe who jo)rfully atteft the 

XIV /• 

L certainty of the latter. It is our happinefs 

to live in an Univerfity, endowed by the 
liberality of founders and benefactors, for 
our improvement in Knowlege. As fuch 
(he has long flouriflied, and her renown 
has gone forth into all lands. Long may 
Ihe fo flourifh, even to the years of many 
generations^ and lift up her facred towers, 
as long as the fun and the moon fhall en- 
dure, above all her enemies round about: 
never reduced to the neceffity of fubfifting 
upon her former reputation, but ftill, reap- 
ing a freih harveft from the learning of 
her children. Upon them all eyes are 
turned. The advantages they enjoy of de- 
votion, folitude, leifure, and a mutual in- 
tercourfe of ftudy — advantages extolled and 
envied by all, but fuch as have negleded 
to ufe them — loudly call upon them to be 
ever, vigilant, and moft exceedingly zealous 
for the intereft and honour of their com- 
mon parent ; to fee that fhe decline not 
with a declining world, nor become in- 
fected with the corrupt and erroneous -prin- 
ciples 
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ciples of a licentious and ungodly age ; disc, 
but that flie follow after fuch a Knowlege ^^^' 
as may profit, and ufe that Knowlege 
aright unto edification. For if even the 
Knowlege that can fave, works deftruftion, 
unlefs brought into aftion by Charity, what 
fhall we fay, in the day when we are 
judged, fhould we be found to have la- 
boured after a Knowlege that cannot fave ? 
Our founders (let it never be forgotten) 
were the difciples of the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
and the friends of mankind ; and if ever the 
glory of the one, and the good of the other 
diredied the adions of any men, they cer- 
tainly were the motives of planting thefe 
illuftrious feminaries of truth and piety. 
Let the Knowlege that tends to promote 
this blefled end, fuch a Knowlege as Cha- 
rity may employ to the ufe of edifying, be 
therefore the grand fubjeft of all our flu- 
dies, and the daily entertainment of our 
moft ferious thoughts. This wifdom is the 
principal thing, therefore let us get it 5 and 
with all our gettings let us get this under- 
ftanding. And when, in the well fpent 
VOL. II. c c hours 
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DISC, hours of a ftudious retirement, we ihall 

' have fecured the ineftimablc treafure, let 

Charity go forth, and difperfe it abroad. 
- For fo the blefled faint of this day, having 
been trained to knowlegc in the fchoolof 
folitude, vsras called forth to adtion upon 
the theatre of the world. Sequellered, for 
a feafon, from the fcenes of vanity and ini- 
quity, he paffed his firft years in the re- 
cefTes of the defert, under the difcipline of 
the Holy Ghoft, the tuition, of angels, and 
in converfetion with God by meditation and 
prayer. But when, in the providential 
difpofition of men and things, the day came 
for his " (hewing unto Ifrael,'* then he 
brake forth like a ftream from the bowels 
of the earth, or the fun from a cloud, to 
refrefh the thirfty foul with the glad tidings 
of the Gofpel, and enlighten the world 
with the glorious truths of the kingdom of 
heaven; hereby (hewing us, that Know- 
lege and Charity, between them, make up 
the charader of a minifter of Chrift. Cha- 
rity cannot edify without Knowlege; nor 
will Knowlege edify without Charity. Let 

our 
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our retirement, therefore, referable that of disc. 
the Baptift, that our manifeflation alfo may ^'^; 
be like his, and that as our Charity abounds 
in Knowlege, our Knowlege may not be 
unfruitful in Charity. So fhall we efcape 
the condemnation of the heretic and fchif- 
matic, by adhering to the communion of 
the faithful ; avoid the philofophical pride 
of the Gentile, and the pharifaical felf- 
fufficiency of the Jew, by writing after the 
copies of the Apoftles; guard againft the 
fin of 9ur firft parent, by an imitation of 
Jefus Chrift ; and finally inherit the thrones 
of the fallen angels, by an union with the , 
God of Love. To which blefled efl:ate 
may God of his infinite mercy bring us all, 
by the means of that Knowlege which 
worketh by Love, unto the edification of 
his church, and his own glory, through 
Jefus Chrift: our Lord. 



THE END. 
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